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BUILDING LICENSING 


(FHERE cannot be any doubt that the result of the criminal 
prosecution and subsequent acquittal of an architect and a 
firm of builders last week makes it more than ever necessary 
for the Ministry of Works to set its house in order. 

It is instructive to consider a statement made by the: prosecu- 
tion in the case that ‘‘ none of the work done was outside the 
original specification approved by the Ministry of Works. 
Only the costs were exceeded.” Such a statement. justifies the 
defence permitted by the Defence Regulations (No. 6) Order, 
1950, that “‘ at the time when the operation in respect of which 
he is charged was begun, or the work in respect of which he is 
charged was carried out, he had reasonable grounds for believing 
that the said cost would not exceed that amount.” The jury 
by their verdict were satisfied as to the “ reasonable grounds,” 
and as the prosecution did not allege dishonesty, it is a little 
difficult to understand why the Ministry of Works initiated 
the charge, particularly so since the prosecution said that “if a 
third licence had been applied for, there is very little doubt that 
it would have been granted.” And no doubt it would have been 
granted if the building owners had themselves applied for an 
endorsement of the licence, because in June, 1948, the Minister 
of Works agreed “‘ that the sum shown on the original licence 
may be amended by the Licensing Officer, provided that a 
request for this to be done is made in writing by the building 
owner or the person paying the cost of the work.” 

The evidence as to licensable and non-licensable work done 
in this case illustrates the urgent necessity (advanced on this page 
last week) for a detailed list of works coming within either 
category. The Ministry of Works architect giving evidence 
for the prosecution put the non-licensable work done at a 
minimum of £3,000, and a maximum of £5,000. The defence 
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said that the amount of non-licensable work done was £15,576. 

Such a discrepancy forcibly illustrates the confusion which 
exists, and when a Government official cannot get any nearer 
to the value of non-licensable work than by stating a minimum 
and maximum, then it is time that highly responsible officials 
in the Ministry took such action as would enable architects and 
builders to understand clearly what work must be included in 
an application for a licence, and what work may be properly 
excluded. It might also be an advantage if the Departmental 
official investigating an alleged infringement of the Regulation 
had this information, so that he could, with a reasonable degree 
of accuracy, estimate the value of the work said to be executed 
illegally. 

Criminal charges are serious matters, and though ignorance 
of the law is said to be no defence, it is not unreasonable to 
suggest that it is essential for one to know what is the law. 
It is for the Ministry of Works to supply this information. 


THE QUANTITY SURVEYORS’ DILEMMA 


WE know that it is the opinion of quantity surveyors that the 

premature commencement of building works (that is, 
before the plans for a project are sufficiently developed) is at the 
root of many of the troubles of the building industry to-day. 
We have already drawn attention to the admonitions of one of 
the quantity surveyor members of the Building Industry’s 
American Investigation Team in this regard, and in a letter 
from the Hon. Secretary of the Quantity Surveyors’ Committee 
of the R.I.C.S., recently published in our columns, the solicitude 
of that body is likewise recorded. 

What is not clear is whether quantity surveyors themselves 
recognise the reality of the dilemma in which they are placed. 
Recent correspondence from members of that profession in our 
columns does not reveal any sign of awareness of it; as to 
higher levels, we can only surmise that pronouncements from 
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that quarter may reflect an uneasy consciousness of the position. 

The dilemma is this: one of the most emphasised points in 
the Productivity Team’s Report on contract organisation in the 
U.S.A. is that the Americans’ ability to press forward at once on 
a building project, with productive organisation geared to 
capacity, is a result of the presence of a full and fair set of 
drawings as from the word “ go,” and a specification replete, 
it is said, to the last screw. Why then does not the same state of 
affairs hold good in this country ? Various opinions are ventured 
—licensing difficulties, materials in irregular supply, the client’s 
vaciJlation, and so forth: all these, it is said, tend to retard 
definitive planning. 

But at the heart of the matter, invidious as it may appear to 
so technically proficient a profession, we cannot disregard the 
fact that the quantity surveyors are primarily answerable. For 
consider: if we were to take the precise bill of quantities out 
of British contract procedure what would be the first result ? 
Without question it would be that the architect must, willy- 
nilly, prepare a full and complete set of drawings and write a 
tight specification before he can consider going out to tender. 
Under present conditions he need do neither, for, if he has a bill 
of quantities, the specification is no longer required as a contract 
document, and he can rely on the quantity surveyor to see him 
“covered” on the tender figure despite incomplete or as yet 
unconsidered details in planning, equipment or finishings. 

We are far from suggesting that the quantity surveyor is 
blameworthy for this state of affairs. The blame, if we are to 
try to fix it, might rather be placed on those who, when the 
1939 Form of Contract superseded the 1931 Form, were 
responsible for the dropping of the specification as a contract 
document. The quantity surveyor is merely the victim of 
circumstances, and falls between two stools. The strength of 
his position is at one and the same time its weakness. The archi- 
tect, as we have seen, values his collaboration in getting the 
contract under way and at a safe price, despite any temporary 
short-comings of the drawings. On the other side the contractor 
demands a bill of quantities for tenders in competition above a 
nominal sum, and this for two good reasons—for fair tendering 
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and as an equitable basis for tying-up the loose ends at comple. 
tion, and assessing the value of variations that indeterminate 
planning inevitably erupts during the progress of the works. 
Both architect and builder are enjoying the fruits of this long. 
suffering profession and, human nature being what it is, it jg 
most unlikely that a system so advantageous to the needs of the 
first two parties will be disturbed by them in the first instance, 

What can the individual quantity surveyor do about it? 
Precious little, we think. When a private architect—in the 
stress of work in hand overwhelming the capacity of his staff to 
cope—has to satisfy an importunate client by a certain date, 
to whom does he turn as a friend in need? When a Borough 
Architect has committed himself to a tender date for a scheme 
(dependent it may be upon loan sanctions, quotas and so forth, 
and responsible to a non-technical Committee) and finds that he 
cannot for various good reasons get his drawings ready in time, 
to whom does he turn? In each case to the quantity surveyor, 

We cannot, as we remarked here a short while ago, subscribe 
to the view that the individual quantity surveyor should be 
asked to “raise his voice in protest.” In the case of private 
architects the quantity surveyor has his loyalty to those who 
are as often as not valued friends. In the case of the Public 
Authority his voice raised in protest would be tantamount to 
resignation from the private surveyor’s panel, and from the self- 
immolation of the few the less conscientious practitioners would 
reap the reward. 

The private quantity surveyor should be taken out of this 
invidious position. The industry itself should not permit a 
state of affairs to continue which is admitted to be to the detri- 
ment of contract efficiency and of production. Can we not 
look to high-level consultation between the R.I.B.A., the 
R.1.C.S. and kindred societies, and the Employers’ Federation, 
directed towards the framing of legislation within the industry 
that would correct the anomaly whereby this unique technical 
achievement, the precise bill of quantities, is made to suffer 
the ironic indignity of defeating its own most worthy purpose? 
This done, we could fairly say, ‘‘ His faults lie open to the 
laws; let them, not you, correct him.” 








THE FESTIVAL PLEASURE GARDENS. This view of a model of the Festival Pleasure Gardens in Battersea Park shows the 


layout of the 37 acres at the centre of the riverside edge. 


The gardens are being laid out in a number of main areas. Our 


illustration shows, on the right, the Crescent restaurant and (right to left) across the centre the Fountain Lake, Dance Pavilion (the 


tent-like structure), the Flower Gardens and Aviary. 


Beyond the Fountain Lake is seen the Giant Fernhouse. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


No 1951 Rome Scholarship Award 


puis year the Faculty of Architecture of 
the British School at Rome revised the 
conditions for the Rome Scholarship com- 
petition to save candidates devoting consider- 
able time and trouble to the preparation of 
a final scheme before demonstrating, by a 
separate en /oge test, their ability for imagin- 
ative planning. The programme set for this 
year’s en loge test, which was held in Lon- 
don and lasted 32 hours, was for a “ Sum- 
mer Retreat for a Foreign Ambassador in 
Britain,” the site and requirements for which 
were specified in the programme. The sub- 
ject of the programme was announced to 
candidates one week before the start of the 


test. 

The Faculty have now examined the 
designs presented in answer to this pro- 
gramme by the eight candidates previously 
selected for admission to the en loge session. 
They were disappointed to find very little 
evidence of the design quality and planning 
ability which is considered to be a minimum 
standard for this important award. The 
Faculty were ready, in an en loge test of 
this kind, to make allowances for shortcom- 
ings in presentation and to overlook failures 
to complete the required drawings in full, 
but great surprise was expressed that no 
candidate appeared to be capable of solving, 
in a workmanlike and imaginative manner, 
the far from difficult planning problem which 
was set. 

With great reluctance the Faculty have, 
therefore, decided that the results do not 
justify their proceeding with the final stage 
of the competition. Accordingly the Rome 
Scholarship for 1951 will net be awarded. 


Builders at Play 

THE ANNUAL DINNER and dance which the 
National Federation give on the eve of their 
annual meeting is a right and proper prelude 
to a more serious occasion, and last Tues- 
day’s show at the Dorchester was no excep- 
tion. A large and distinguished company, 
beaming with pleasure and gleaming with 
orders, listened to as good a group of after- 
dinner speeches as has been heard. Mr. 
Lloyd, in his swan song as President, was in 
good form, and the Minister of Works was 
in equally humorous vein, his remarks 
larded with a sufficiency of good advice; 
everyone, he reminded us, must work 
harder and by so doing should get a fair 
share of the result, a sentiment which was 
well received by all who had just finished 
an excellent dinner. 


The President-elect, Mr. Hudson, played 
himself in beautifully in toasting the guests 
—a model of how the thing should be done, 
and Lady Reading responded. Dancing and 
a cabaret followed, Miss Avril Angers relat- 
ing In song some of the hardships of Holly- 
wood. Something must really happen, how- 
ever, about people at the back of the ball- 
toom who chatter loudly while the enter- 
tainment is on. Distinguished artists should 
not have to appeal for silence more than 
three times. 


Architecture between 1751 and 1851 


_TALKS ON “Architecture and the Decora- 
tive Arts in England Between the Years 
1751 and 1851” are to be given by Professor 
A. E. Richardson, R.A., at the Royal Insti- 
tution, 21, Albemarle-street, London, W.1, 
on March 6, 13 and 20 at 5.15 p.m. 
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The Tite and Soane Competitions 


THE ATTENTION of intending competitors 
is called to the fact that the closing date for 
the submission of forms of application for the 
Tite Prize is March 22 next. Under the 
new arrangements for the competition only 
one en loge competition will be held, in 
London and at non-Metropolitan centres on 
May 2 next. 

The en loge competition for the Soane 
Medallion will also be held on May 2. The 
closing date for the submission of forms of 
application is March 26. Forms of applica- 
tion may be obtained at the R.I.B.A.,° 66, 
Portland-place, London, W.1. 


Lecture on U.N. Building 


Mr. WALLACE K. Harrison, chief archi- 
tect of the United Nations building, New 
York City, is to read a paper at the 
R.I.B.A. on Tuesday, February 20. 


More Lead Stolen 


“WE REGRET to report that on New 
Year’s Eve a large quantity of lead was 
stolen from the roof of the Church of 
England Chapel, Morden Cemetery. The 
police apprehended two men on the follow- 
ing evening and they appeared at Wimble- 
don Petty Sessional Court on January 15 and 


were each fined £5. . . . We are informed 
that the cost of repairing the damage will 
be in the region of £120... .” This report 


to Battersea Borough Council by its Law and 
General Purposes Committee is a further 
indication of the disproportionate penalties 
imposed by petty sessional courts for theft 
of lead from buildings, to which we have 
referred before. While we have no wish 
that vindictive penalties should be inflicted, 
the widespread scale of present depredations 
of lead surely indicates that there should 
be a closer relationship between the crime 
and the punishment. 


St. Martin-in-the-Fields War Damage 


REINSTATEMENT Of war damage to the 
church of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Trafal- 
gar-square, is to be carried out by Messrs. 
R. H. Marsh and Partners, surveyors, of 54, 
Brewer-street, Regent-street, W.1, who have 
been instructed to proceed with the work. 
The consulting architect is Douglas Harring- 
ton, of 32, Craven-street, W.C.2. 


A Pleasant “ Annual ” 


A LARGE AND DIVERSE company attended 
what has become a pleasant annual party 
held by Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Kenyon at 
15, Adeline-place, Bedford-square, on Mon- 
day evening. The cross-section present of 
the architectural and building world much 
enjoyed a display of photographs of the 
R.A.F. Rehabilitation Centre at Headley, 
supplemented by some attractive coloured 
drawings by the architect, and also inspected 
with interest the models of Mr. Kenyon’s 
ingenious “ Flexible” houses (illustrated in 
The Builder for November 3 last). 


Professional Announcements 

Mr. R. C. Foster, M.B.E., M.C., F.R.I.B.A., and 
Mr. R. O. Foster, A.R.1.B.A., of the firm of Tooley 
and Foster, chartered architects, have been joined in 
partnership by Mr. H. D. MatrHew, M.B.E., M.C., 
A.R.1.B.A., and Mr. A. J. Power, A.R.I.B.A. The 
practice will continue under the same name at Midland 
Bank-chambers, Buckhurst Hill, Essex. (Tel.: Buckhurst 
2211/2.) 

On the departure to Canada of Mr. PETER CASPARI, 
Mr. H. S. JAReTZzk1 has taken over the goodwill of his 
practice and his work in hand under the firm to be known 
as H. S. JARETZKI AND PETER CASPARI, which will operate 
from 20, Dorset-square, N.W.1. 
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Mr. E. M. Norman, L.R.1.B.A., has been appointed 
staff architect to Messrs, Hardy’s Kimberley Brewery, 
Ltd., and Messrs. Hansons, Ltd.. Kimberley Brewery, 
near Nottingham, and will be pleased to receive trade 
literature and catalogues. 

Mr. M. MaclInnes informs us that he has been 
appoiated by The African Lakes Corporation, Ltd., 
as the Building Surveyor and Manager of their depart- 
ment at Mandala, Nyasaland, where he will be pleased 
to receive trade catalogues, etc. 

THE CEMENT AND CONCRETE ASSOCIATION announces 
that Monsieur Eugene Freyssinet and Professor Gustave 
Magnel have accepted honorary membership of the Pre- 
stressed Concrete Development Group. 


COMING EVENTS 


Monday, February 5 

R.1.C.S.—* Leasehold Reform,” by Mr. Michael E 
Rowe, C.B.E., K.C. 12, Great George-street, S.W.1. 
5.30 p.m. 

Royat Society oF Arts.—‘ Training for Industry 
and the Professions,” by Sir Godfrey Ince, G.C.B., 
K.B.E. R.S.A., John Adam-street, Adelphi, W.C.2. 
6 p.m. 

Society OF ENGINEERS.—Presidential address by Mr. P. 
Sison Ham, B.A., and presentation of awards by Mr. C. L. 
Boucher. Geological Society, Burlington House, W.1. 
5.30 p.m. 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SoOctETY (LEEDS CENTRE).— 
“ Analysis of Lighting Problems in an Industrial Under- 
taking,” by Mr. F. G. Copland. 24, Aire-street, Leeds, 1. 
7 p.m. 

Tuesday, February 6 

R.I.B.A.—President’s address to students, criticism by 
Mr. R. E. Enthoven, F.R.I.B.A., of work submitted, and 
presentation of prizes. 66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

TIMBER DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION.—“‘ The Preserva- 
tion and Proper Uses of Timber,’’ by Mr. H. A. Cox, 
Secretary of the British Wood Preserving Association, at 
the Imperial Forestry Institute, South Parks-road, Oxford. 
7.15 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 7 

WALLBOARD IMPORTERS,’ DISTRIBUTORS’ AND MER- 
CHANTS’ ASSOCIATION OF THE U.K.—Fifth annual dinner. 
Grosvenor House, Park-lane, W.1. 7.30 p.m. 


Thursday, February 8 
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.—First of two lectures by 


Mr. Michael Waterhouse, M.C., P-P.R.I.B.A., on 
“Thoughts on Architecture To-day.” University of 
London, W.C.1. 5.30 p.m. 


INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.—“ The Con- 
struction of an Extension to a Factory at Silvertown,” 
by Mr. F. G. Etches. 11, Upper Belgrave-street, S.W.1. 
6 p.m. 

ENGINEERS’ GUILD.—‘‘ The Engineer in Industry,” 
by Professor A. L. L. Baker, B.Sc., M.LC.E. Caxton 
Hall, Westminster. 6 p.m. 

Friday, February 9 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SocieTy.—“ Lighting for 
the Prevention of Industrial Accidents,” by Mr. E. W. 
Murray. Imperial Hotel, Temple-street, Birmingham. 
6 p.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1851 
Saturday, February 1, 1851. 


A VISION IN TRAFALGAR SQUARE.—I would 
offer to your notice a suggestion for the 
improvement of Trafalgar Square. I would 
begin with the National Gallery, and if I 
could not turn all the horse traffic from the 
front and sides around by Charing Cross, I 
would simply bring out the front portico 
of the gallery with a splendid flight of gran- 
ite steps down to the road, and would curve 
the road there as required around the steps. 
I would finish the sides and tear away all 
the spiked rails. I would then take in hand 
the sides and front wall of the enclosure, 
and throw all down to the level of the road 
above, and begin from that with easy steps 
again to the base; the whole steps to take 
the horse-shoe form. For the base I would 
clear away all the water apparatus and lay 
down a simple well-paved surface, sloping 
sufficiently towards the column; and the 
whole would give a splendid amphitheatre. 
Then, should I be glad to hear an orator- 
worthy, from the pedestal of the column, 
deliver an oration on the genius of the hero 
whose effigy stands on its summit. [From a 
letter to the Editor.] 
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BUILDING LICENSING PROSECUTION 
Architect and Building Firm Acquitted 


THE CENTRAL CRIMINAL COURT. 
@ BEFORE THE CoMMON SERJEANT. 


Rex v. R. H. A. Squire and Wates South 
Western Estates, Ltd. 


DDESCRIBED by defending counsel as “a 

very odd prosecution—like the Mad 
Hatters’ tea party from ‘ Alice in Wonder- 
land,’” the six-days’ trial at the Old Bailey 
initiated by the Ministry of Works ended 
on January 25 with acquittals for Mr. 
Raglan Hugh Anstruther Squire, aged 38, 
chartered architect, of Eaton-square, S.W., 
and Wates South Western Estates, Ltd., of 
London-road, Norbury. 


They were found not guilty of unlawfully 
carrying out building work without a 
licence granted by the Ministry of Works 
and failing to comply with a condition of a 
licence granted by the Ministry of Works, 
and were discharged. 


Mr. Richard F. Levy, K.C., Mr. Gerald 
Howard, K.C., M.P., Mr. Christmas Hum- 
phreys, Mr. Derek Walker-Smith, M.P., and 
Mr. Rider Richardson appeared for the 
defendants, whose costs are estimated at 
£10,000. 


Mr. Griffith Jones, prosecuting, said that 
early in 1947 the Nuffield Trust decided to 
convert a former restaurant in Adelaide- 
street, Strand, into their Services club as 
the lease of their premises in Wardour-street 
was due to expire. The Trust’s architects, 
Messrs. Arcon, of which Mr. Squire was a 
partner, were engaged to supervise the work, 
which was commenced by Wates Estates in 
October. 


The two licences which were issued were 
for a total of £24,000 and the centre*opened 
in July, 1948. The final account came to 
£54,184, including the non-licensable work. 
According to the prosecution, the total 
licensable work done amounted to £50,608, 
representing an unlawful excess of £26,000. 
The Nuffield Trust reported the matter to 
the Ministry. 


Mr. Squire made a statement that the final 
costs were quite unexpected. The semi- 
official standing of the Nuffield Trust had led 
them to believe the final figures would be 
endorsed by the Ministry of Works and the 
position legalised. He had advised the 
Nuffield Trust to apply for endorsement, but 
they declined to do so. ‘“ Indeed,” said Mr. 
Griffith Jones, “if a third licence had been 
applied for there is very little doubt that 
it would have been granted because the Nuf- 
field Trust had the backing of all the Ser- 
vices departments. None of the work done 
was outside the original specification 
approved by the Ministry of Works. Only 
the costs were exceeded.” 


Mr. H. A. Giddings, Ministry of Works 
architect, gave evidence of the amounts of 
licensable and non-licensable work done. 
Defending counsel said his figures were dif- 
ferent from those given previously and even 
after 18 months’ investigation contained 
discrepancies. 


The following day Mr. Giddings returned 
to the witness box and said: “I gave my 


figures the wrong way round.” He then 
produced others which, in further cross- 
examination by Mr. Levy, he also amended. 
He finally put the non-licensable work done 


“at a minimum £3,000, at a maximum 
£5,000.” Cross-examined by Mr. Howard, 
the Ministry witness said his figures were “a 
guess, and I hope a fair one.” 


Mr. Howard: “ And on the basis of guess- 
ing you put a man of the highest repute in 
the dock on a criminal charge! ” 


Mr. Howard commented on Mr. Giddings’ 
evidence: “If it were not for the possible 
tragic results of this prosecution for Mr. 
Squire, the evidence of Mr. Giddings, the 
Ministry of Works expert, might be comic. 
He had four attempts with his figures for 
the non-licensable work done. At the Magis- 
trates’ Court he said over £7,000, which is 
nearly half Mr. Squire’s figure. The first 
one he gave us here was £12,500, but then 
he said he got them all upside down! Then 
he arrived at £3,000, but it was pointed out 
to him by Mr. Levy that even detailed items 
given in his own evidence added up to 
£5,750. So then Mr. Giddings changed his 
mind again! Yet he is the Ministry of Works 
expert brought here to show you that Mr. 
Squire was quite wrong and had no grounds 
for supposing that £16,000 was the non- 
licensable work. 


“What emerges is that he has seen the 
figures for a few minutes only, although he 
has had 18 ‘months to do so. I am not 
blaming him. It is those behind him at 
the Ministry. 


Mr. Howard also told the jury: ‘“ Every- 
body has said in this case that there is no 
doubt that if a supplementary licence had 
been applied for it would have been granted. 
So the issue in this case is just about as 
narrow as you can imagine. Mr. Squire, as a 
result, is sitting in the dock being tried for 
his professional life because, it is said in 
effect, he did not ask for a licence at the 
right time. That gives you, as ordinary 
members of the public, some idea of the 
terrible power and weapon that is wielded 
by the authorities—that Mr. Squire, an archi- 
tect of the highest repute and a fellow of the 
Royal Institute of Architects can be brought 
here and tried upon a criminal charge which, 
it turns out in the end, is no more than 
failing to ask at the right time for that 
which everybody agrees he would have got. 


“One does not, of course. complain of 
the law, but you may think that when that 
tremendous weapon is wielded by the 
authorities and charges are made of this 
kind they should receive at your hands the 
most careful scrutiny. For, you see, this is a 
criminal court. Mr. Squire sits in a Criminal 
dock, yet there can be no suggestion of any 
conduct which we, who are experienced in 
the courts, regard as criminal. There was 
no dishonesty, no ill-motive. It is not sug- 
gested he had anything to gain or that he 
concealed anything at all.” 


Mr. R. E. Seaton, who also prosecuted, 
told the jury: “No doubt you will be 
pleased to acquit Mr. Squire. Everybody 
would be pleased to acquit him. If there 
ever was a case in which you could sym- 
pathise with the defendants, this may be it. 


“Whatever you or I may think about 
the law, it matiers neither here nor there. 
Parliament, in its wisdom, has decided it 1s 
still necessary to control building materials 
and those who offend against such regula- 
tions are liable to suffer for doing so. Even 
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if yeu think this offence was nothing more 
than a piece of carelessness because these 
defendants relied on the knowledge that the 
Nuffield Trust was a sort of quasi-Govern- 
ment institution and so adopted the attitude 
that it didn’t really matter about the licence, 
you will convict them.” 


After Mr. Seaton’s speech, Mr. Richard 
Levy, K.C., addressing the jury, com- 
mented: “This is a very odd: prosecution, 
indeed. You have just had the unusual 
experience of hearing the prosecution say 
everybody would like to see the defendants 
acyuitted, but suggesting to you, neverthe- 
less, that you should convict them. That 
seems a bit like ‘ Alice in Wonderland’; like 
the Mad Hatter’s tea party.” 

Mr. Squire, in evidence, said had he at 
any time believed a third supplementary 
licence was necessary, he would have 
applied. It was not until the Centre had 
been opened that the final accounts were 
received from sub-contractors and showed 
unexpected increases. It was then that he 
advised the Nuffield Trust to apply for the 


endorsement. Less than a month before the 
completion, the total costs were only 
£32,000, of which a third was non- 


licensable, which kept them well inside the 
licences. 

The estimate was exceeded because of in- 
accurate forecasting by sub-contractors ; the 
additional amount of detailed work necessary 
after fresh and continually changing instruc- 
tions from various representatives of the 
Trust, given on the site direct to sub-con- 
tractors; considerable overtime paid to 
finish reconversion by the date continually 
urged by the Trust ; and the amount of idle 
time necessitated to avoid losing workmen at 
a time when it would have taken too long 
to replace them. 

Mr. Squire said the amount of licensable 
work done was £38,600;  unlicensable 
£15,576. The work was done with urgency 
of speed and he took every precaution to 
control the costs although they were working 
on a cost plus contract. He was assured by 
the Nuffield Trust secretary that there would 
never be any difficulty for the Trust to obtain 
supplementary licences. 

Mr. Gerald Howard, K.C., pointed out that 
the regulations allowed as the defence to an 
alleged infringement a reasonable belief at 
all material times that the final cost would 
not exceed that permitted by the licence. On 
that issue alone he asked the jury to acquit, 
stating “no man but a lunatic, knowing, as 
in this case, that if he needed another licence 
he could have one, would fail to apply for 
it if he believed it was necessary.” 

Mr. Richard Levy, K.C., for Wates Estates, 
Ltd., said the company and its subsidiaries. 
were one of the largest building firms in the 
country, and had the highest reputation. 


Wates Estates gave out orders totalling 
£14,000 to 27 sub-contractors for the Centre 
reconversion. But the final bills from the 
sub-contractors amounted to £30,000. That 
£16,000 excess was due to increased costs 
and the fresh irstructions given by repre- 
sentatives of the Trust to sub-contractors on 
the site. Wates Estates, Ltd., knew nothing 
of that. They relied on architects to keep 
the licence position regulated. At no time 
did the company knowingly contravene the 
regulations and they always accepted the esti- 
mate of the architects that a third of the 
work was unlicensable. They never had any 
apprehension about the licences and acted, 
too, on the reasonable belief that the permit- 
ted costs would not. be exceeded. 
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ii has been said, not without some truth, 

that Joseph Paxton “ floated to fame on 
a lily leaf.” In 1837, he had constructed a 
novel greenhouse at Chatsworth for the 
Duke of Devonshire, the object of which 
was to house a rapidly growing Victoria 
Regia lily. Thirteen years later he was to 
use those principles which had been adopted 
for the Chatsworth greenhouse for his 
successful and revolutionary design for a 
building to house the “ Great Exhibition of 
the Works of Industry of All Nations,” the 
centenary of which we shall be celebrating 
this year in the Festival of Britain 
activities. 


As Paxton’s ideas must have been germ- 
inating over a decade, it is all the more sur- 
prising to learn that they came to the fore- 
front so_late in the consideration of a suit- 
able building to house the Great Exhibition’s 
display of the world’s manufacturing prow- 
ess. A committee was appointed in Janu- 
ary, 1850, “for all matters relating to the 
building,” and by February, “upwards of 
245 designs and specifications were submit- 
ted.” The committee displayed the plans 
publicly for a month and then grouped them 
. Into two lists, the one “ entitled to favourable 
and honourable distinction,” and the other 
“entitled to further higher honorary dis- 
tinction.” But the grandiose phraseology 
came down to earth when it was further 
stated that the committee had found no 

single plan so accordant with the peculiar 
objects in view . . . as to warrant them in 
recommending it for adoption.” They 
therefore submitted a plan of their own for 
the construction of a rather sombre mosque- 
like building, which apparently enraged the 
residents of Kensington and created quite a 
furore in Parliament. At this very late 
Stage then, Paxton submitted his own plan 
for a vast structure in cast iron and glass, so 
soon to become universally known as the 

Crystal Palace.” The building committee 
seized upon the design with evident relicf. 
When a tender for its construction was sub- 
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mitted by the contractors, Fox, Henderson 
and Co., together with a tender for a build- 
ing of the committee’s own design, they had 
no hesitation in accepting Paxton’s plan. 
The estimated cost was £79,800, but subse- 
quent alterations doubled this figure. 


The site for the building had been origin- 
ally proposed by Prince Albert on June 30, 
1849. He had pointed out “the vacant 
ground in Hyde Park on the south side, 
parallel with, and between, the Kensington 
drive and the ride commonly called Rotten 
Row, as affording advantages which few 
other places might be found to possess.” 
After much controversy, this site was finally 
approved. It contained about 26 acres, 
being approximately 2,300 feet long, by 500 
feet broad, with an east-west frontage and 
“several lofty elms” stretching across the 
centre of its length. To some of the tallest 
of these trees, incidentally, the distinctive 
transept roof owed its origin. Paxton’s first 
plans entertained no such vaulting, but as it 
was thought desirable to contain all the 
trees as they stood within the compass of 
the building a vaulted roof became a 
practical necessity. So it was that a cur- 
rent foible supplied the inspiration for one 
of the more notable constructional features 
of the Crystal Palace. The site had good 
gravel foundations at from 2-4 feet, and the 
ground fell “not less than 1 in 250” from 
west to east. 


Seven Months to Build 


The tender of Fox, Henderson and Co. 
had been formally accepted by the Royal 
Commissioners — appointed to overall re- 
sponsibility for the Great Exhibition—on 
July 26, 1850. The contractors took posses- 
sion of the site four days later, and the first 
cast-iron column was erected on September 
ber 26. Bearing in mind that the Exhibition 
was opened to schedule on May | in the 
following year, the erection of such a mas- 
sive building in seven months, in the worst 
part of the year from a constructional point 
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An aeronautic view of the Palace of Industry of all Nations, from Kensington Gardens 


of view, would seem to have been a con- 
siderable achievement, even by modern 
standards. The official chronicler has no 
doubt about it:— 

““Whoever has been enabled to trace 
through every stage the progress of the 
Exhibition Building . . . would have had 
an opportunity of realising the perfection 
to which the practice of connecting com- 
mercial co-operation in supply, and mutual 
reliance in money and time bargains, with 
the methodical organisation of labour, 
has been carried in England at the 
present time.” 


Dimensions of the Palace 


Overall dimensions of the Crystal Palace 
were 1,848 feet long by 408 feet wide. The 
greatest height was attained in the transept, 
where at 68 feet above ground level the 
semi-cylindrical vaulting of 72 feet diameter 
extended the whole width of the building. 


At the centre of the building and at right 


angles to the transept, was the nave, run- 
ning from end to end at a height of 64 feet 
and a width of 72 feet. On either side of 
nave and transept were 24-foot aisles, and 
above them, 24 feet from the ground, were 
galleries forming a complete circuit of the 
building at that level. At a distance of 48 
feet beyond the first aisles and parallel with 
them, were a second series of aisles, also 24 
feet wide and similarly surrounded by gal- 
leries at a height of 24 feet. Bridges spanned 
the 48-foot avenues to allow easy access 
between the galleries, up to which led four 
double staircases, each 8 feet wide. It will 
be noted that the common factor in all these 
dimensions is that they are multiples of 8, 
and it was on such straightforward mathe- 
matical lines that Paxton made his calcula- 
tions. Interchangeability of parts was thas 
a practical proposition, and perhaps no 
small measure of Paxton’s success may be 
attributed to the conscious prefabrication 
which this system permitted. To supplke- 
ment the” bare measurements, perhaps a 
clearer conception of the size of the building 
is given’ by comparison with St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, the nave of the Crystal Palace 
being within 10 feet double that of St. 
Paul’s, whilst four times the length. 

The principal structural elements, 
columns, girders and trusses, were made of 
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cast and wrought iron, and it has been esti- 
mated that 550 tons of the latter and 3,500 
tons of cast iron were used. For the 
statistically minded, it may be noted further 
that the cast-iron girders numbered 2,300, 
with 358 wrought-iron trusses to support 
the galleries and roof, 30 miles of gutters, 
and 900,000 superficial feet of glass, weigh- 
ing 400 tons. Not less than 600,000 cubic 
feet of timber was needed, which included 
the considerable quantity used in the floor- 
ing. 


In view of the standardisation achieved 
by Paxton’s planning, a description of the 
construction of one of the 24-foot bays will 
give a picture of what might be called a 
standard unit. Tae whole building was made 
up largely of a multiplicity of such units. 
For the single bay or compartment, then, 
holes were first dug for the four vertical 
cast-iron columns. The holes were filled 
with concrete, their size being determined 
by the estimated weight of the super- 
structure. It had been decided that under no 
circumstances should a pressure greater 
than 2} tons per superficial foot be brought 
to bear upon the foundation. On a surface 
of fine mortar, with which the concrete was 
covered, a base-plate was placed. On to the 
base-plate, which was simply a _ horizontal 
plate of cast iron, was attached a vertical 
tube, projecting 3} inches above floor level. 
The columns were then bolted on to these 
tubes “with only the interposition of pieces 
of canvas, dipped in white lead, to insure 
water-tight joints.” As the columns were 
an integral part of the roof drainage 
system, the water-tight joints were a neces- 
sary feature, the water finding its way out 
to the main drainage system via cast-iron 
pipes which were inserted into lateral 
sockets on the lower part of the tubes. At 
the upper end of the columns, 18 feet 54 
inches high on the ground floor, connecting 
pieces were attached “to act partly as 





‘ Raising the ribs of the transept roof 
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A general view of work in progress on the construction of the Palace 


brackets and partly as hooks” for the sup- 
port and retention of the girders. These 
girders were 24 feet in length, and 3 feet in 
depth, having standards at 8-foot intervals 
in order to accumulate pressure evenly along 
their length. Diagonal struts in each 8-foot 
section gave additional strength to the gird- 
ers. To look beyond the bounds of our 24- 
foot bay, the 48-foot and 72-foot roof trus- 
ses display a similar simplicity of design to 
encourage the adoption of prefabricational 
techniques, although of more solid structure 
to suit their particular functions. 


The original nature of the whole project 
no doubt accounts for the almost inordinate 
preoccupation manifested in the building’s 
ability to withstand 
both the pressures of 
human weight and the 
forces of nature. It 
was, of course, no 
more than an ordinary 
and sensible precau- 
tion to prove every 
girder at a_ bearing 
weight of either 9, 15 
or 22 tons, depending 
on the strain which 
they might be ex- 
pected to take. But 
despite that, a 
thorough structural 
test was deemed ad- 
visable, and a sample 
bay of gallery flooring 
was constructed for 
the purpose. Mathe- 
matically, it was cal- 
culated that the bay 
would be more than 
adequate to with- 
stand the heaviest 
deadweight it might 
receive. But what 
about a moving 
weight, as represented 
by a large crowd of 
visitors passing 
through the gallery? 
The contractors’ work- 
men were assembled 








“as tight as they 
could be packed” on 
the 24-foot square 


bay, and instructed to 


walk over, run over and finally jump on the 
flooring. Still sceptical, the contractors next 
enlisted the aid of a military corps ‘whom 
they set to “ march over it—to run over it~ 
and, finally, to mark time upon it in the most 
trying manner.” The bay remained as solid 
as the proverbial rock. At a later stage in 
the proceedings, a Mr. Field, former presi- 
dent of the Institute of Civil Engineers, 
contrived an apparatus to draw a number of 
68-pounder shot, collected together to pro- 
duce a uniform load of 100 Ib. per super- 
ficial foot, “at a quick walking pace” over 
all the public galleries. The strength of the 
structure was vindicated once more. 


Replying to a questioner at a meeting of 
the Royal Society of Arts on January 15, 
1851, Mr. Fox, of the contracting firm, gave 
a comprehensive answer to all critics who 
supposed that the first powerful breeze 
might cause the immediate collapse of the 
Crystal Palace. His calculations on the 
probable wind effects are worth reproducing 
at some length for the valuable information 
they contain on the general construction of 
the building. ‘“‘ There were,” he said, “ 1,060 
columns on the ground floor and the most 
likely direction for the wind to have any 
injurious effects on the building must, of 
course, be in the direction of its greatest 
width. There is no possibility of the col- 
umns rocking without the base-plates being 
broken. Above the plates are the sleepers, 
carrying the floor. They are 13 in. in 
depth and fit accurately against two sides 
of each column, running transversely from 
one side of the building to the other, So 
a column would have to be broken in two 
before it was upset. Again, the tops of the 
columns are united by cast-iron girders 
3 ft. deep; and four columns are framed 
together. Now, to break a column, a force 
must be exerted equal to that of twice the 
transverse strength of the column. It has 
been found that 6 tons is the bearing 
weight and 12 tons the breaking weight of 
the columns in the centre. Thus,” argued 
Mr. Fox, “ 1,060 columns by six tons gives 
a bearing weight of 6,360 tons; so that it 
would be necessary to exert a force equal 
to 6,360 tons, at a height of 24 ft. from the 
ground, before the building could be blown 
down.” And this deduction did not envis- 
age the extra strength imparted by the mul- 
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titude of bracings. To cap this argument, 
Fox declared that the greatest wind ever 
known had been computed at 221b. per 
superficial foot; but even assuming a figure 
of 28 Ib., and to suppose a gust of wind to 
strike the whole side of building from top 
to bottom, the total force brought to bear 
would still be less than 1,500 tons. 


By November 1, 1850, there were 1,476 
men employed on the site. A month later, 
the number had increased to 2,260 and was 
rarely to fall below 2,000 until the opening 
ceremony in May, 1851. As the edifice 

ew vertically, so did the problem of rais- 
ing the component parts increase. In the 
absence of scaffolding, columns and girders 
were elevated by the simple device of a pair 
of shear-legs and a pulley system. To get 
the roof trusses into position, a single mast 
steadied by ropes was employed, the lifting 
power being supplied by the draught of a 
horse. The real problem came, however, 
with the lifting of the ribs which formed 
the arches of the transept roof. These ribs 
were massive timber and iron complexes, 
of 74ft. extreme diameter, and 1 ft. 6in. 
by 8in. in cross-section. A suggestion made 
by one of Fox, Henderson’s foremen was 
adopted and proved in the event to be an 
entirely successful solution. On either side 
of where the transept roof was to be, were 
lead flats, a variation from the standard 
glass roofing. These flats were considered 
to be a desirable protection against the great 
volume of water which might descend from 
the transept roof in a heavy shower. The 
ends of the vertical columns into which it 
was planned to drop the ends of the ribs 
projected about 4ft. above the lead flats. 
Timbers were laid across the tops of the 
columns to receive the ribs when hoisted. 
Then the ribs were lashed together in pairs, 
and hoisted up by a number of shear-legs 
arranged on either side of the transept. When 
they reached the summit of the building, 
65 ft. above ground level, the ribs were low- 
ered on to rollers placed on the timber 
“tram-ways” which surmounted the col- 
umns, and then trundled to the furthest end 
of the transept. In a similar manner, all 
the main ribs were hoisted, the job being 
accomplished in the space of a week. 


The contemporary student of building 
science marvelled at the “* mass-production ” 
devices which the mechanical ingenuity of 
Paxton and others had made available to 
speed the construction. “The magnitude 
of this great building,” observed one writer, 
“elevated into serious undertakiags matters 
which, under ordinary circumstances, are 
accounted little more than trifles.” There 
was, for example, Mr. Charles Heard Wild’s 
girder-testing machine, which consisted of 
an extremely strong frame, having its two 
ends shaped to represent the connecting 
pieces on a column. A girder was placed 
into position on the frame and pressure 
brought to bear upon it by a machine which 
was a modification of Bramah’s hydraulic 
press. With practice, the process of unload- 
ing a girder from a wagon, weighing, trans- 
ferring it to the testing bed, proving it and 
finally depositing it on a stock-pile was 
accomplished in the short space of four 
minutes. One of the more celebrated struc- 
tural parts ‘of the Crystal Palace was the 
Paxton gutter, many miles of which were 
laid to facilitate roof drainage. Tach sec- 
tion comprised a piece of timber, 24 ft. long, 
Sin. wide and 6in. deep. For external 
drainage, a groove of 1% in. radius was 
scooped out along the top of the whole 
length of the gutter. At each side of the 
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The roof-glazing trolley 


gutter an oblique groove was cut. The pur- 
pose of these oblique grooves was to receive 
the water condensing from the inner surface 
of the glass roofing. The water trickled into 
the grooves and was thence conveyed along 
the length of the gutter until it linked up 
with the remainder of the drainage system. 
Recalling that there were 30 miles of gutter- 
ing in the completed Crystal Palace, it will 
be appreciated that the forming of these 
relatively simple extrusions by manual 
means would have been a formidable and 
lengthy task. A patent “ gutter cutter” 
came to the rescue. Four blocks of cast 
iron were fixed to four parallel spindles, each 
cast-iron block having a steel cutter attached 
to it. The spindles were connected to and 
set in motion by a 20-h.p. steam engine. At 
one end of the machine, a squared piece of 
timber, of the requisite external dimensions, 
was pushed in the direction of the revolving 
cutters. These cutters were aligned to carve 
out both the larger groove and the two 
smaller channels simultaneously. The gut- 
ter cutter chewed out 3ft. of gutter a 
minute and, “by working night and day at 
this rate, the whole quantity required was 
completed in two months.” 


— 


Painting of Sash Bars 


In April, 1841, Joseph Paxton had been 
awarded a medal by the Society of Arts for 
his invention of a machine to cut sash bars. 
He estimated that it had saved £1,400 in the 
constructional costs of the Chatsworth green- 
house, and had only cost him £20 to build. 
A Mr. Birch, of the Phenix Saw Mills, 
Regent’s Park, was the sub-contractor for 
the sash bars of the Crystal Palace. He 
modified Paxton’s creation by combining re- 
volving cutters and circular saws which 
attacked both upper and lower surfaces of 
the timber to produce finished sash bars in 
one operation. On the site, five boys placed 
the sash bars on a rack at an angle equal to 
that in which they would lie in the finished 
structure, and a row of mechanically pro- 
pelled gauges stamped out the gimlet holes. 
Even the painting of the sash bars afforded 
an outlet for mechanical ingenuity. A num- 
ber of brushes were arranged in a frame 
at right angles to one another, in such a 
manner that the bristles would just admit 
of the passage between them of a sash bar. 
The sash bars were immersed in a bath of 
paint, and then passed through this barrier 
of bristles, which wiped off all the super- 
fluous paint. 


Roof-glazing Trolleys 


A very bright and novel idea was formu- 
lated for the glazing of the nave roof. 
Seventy-six “ glazing machines” were built, 
each comprising a flat stage of deal about 
8 ft. square, with a cut-out section in the 
centre through which supplies of glass, sash 
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bars and putty could be hoisted. The stage 
rested on four small wheels which ran in 
the natural tram-ways provided by the 
scooped out upper surface of the Paxton 
gutters. With these little trolleys, 80 men 
in one week put in 18,000 panes of glass, 
the record for any one man being 108 panes 
in a day. In case of inclement weather, the 
trolleys were fitted with iron hoops over 
which a canvas.awning could be drawn, so 
that nothing should impede this vast mobile 
glass-laying operation. 
In every respect, the Crystal Palace was 
a mid-Victorian triumph. Lord Palmerston 
expressed the common sentiment when he 
said that people would still find it worth 
while to visit the vast spectacle of glass and 
cast iron in Hyde Park even if there were 
not a single exhibit displayed therein! Pax- 
ton and Fox were knighted by the Queen in 
1851 for their services towards the design 
and construction of the building. The lat- 
ter had laboured “18 hours each day for 
seven weeks ” on the drawings for the Great 
Exhibition building. Of Paxton, the crown- 
ing genius of the whole conception, we may 
appropriately conclude this description by 
quoting from his lecture to the Royal Society 
of Arts in November, 1850. He held up a 
leaf of the Chatsworth lily: ‘ Nature was 
the engineer,” he said, pointing to the ribs, 
like girders on the underside of the leaf. 
“Nature has provided the leaf with the 
longitudinal and transverse girders and sup- 
ports that I, borrowing from it, have 
adopted in this building.” 
«*, The illustrations, which originally appeared in 
the “Illustrated London News,” are given 
by permission of the Victoria and Albert Museum. 


kf COMPETITION NEWS 


College for Further Education, Poole 


THE Dorset County Counc invite 
architects to submit designs in competition 
for a College of Further Education at Poole, 
Dorset. The assessors are: J. Leathart, 
F.R.I.B.A. (R.I.B.A.); S. A. W. J. Johnson- 
Marshall, B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A. (Chief Archi- 
tect, Min. of Ed.); H. E. Matthews, 
F.R.I.B.A. (County Architect, Dorset); 
J. Haynes, M.A. (County Ed. Officer, 
Dorset); and H. J. Shellet, O-.B.E. 
(Ch. Inspector, Min. of Ed.). Premiums 
offered are £1,000, £500 and £300. The 
last day for questions is April 30, and for 
the receipt of designs, September 30 next. 

Conditions from the County Education 
Officer, County Hall, Dorchester, Dorset, on 
deposit of £1 1s., made payable to the 
County Treasurer. 


Central Dock Offices, Dublin 


PREMIUMS of £750, £500 and £250 will be 
given for the best three designs in a compe- 
tition for the design for the new central 
offices of the Dublin Port and Docks Board, 
at Custom House Quay, Dublin, it was 
announced at a recent meeting of the Board. 
A resolution, unanimously adopted, provides 
that designs for the new premises be obtained 
by competition opened to practising archi- 
tects in Ireland, and that a panel of assessors 
be constituted. The panel is to consist of 
the President of the Royal Institute. of the 
Architects of Ireland, Mr. Alfred Jones, 
South Frederick-street, Dublin, and Mr. 
Vincent Kelly, F.R.LA.L, F.R.I.B.A., Mer- 
rion-square, Dublin. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Building Licences 
To THE Eprtor oF The Builder. 


GIR—With reference to the leading article 

Building Licences in your issue of 
January 26, the attention of all architects 
should be drawn to the amendment of 
Defence Regulation 56A issued on August 
1, 1950:— Defence Regulations (No. 6) 
Order, 1950. 

Paragraph 2 provides that paragraph 8 of 
the Regulation shall be amended as fol- 
lows :— That if the breach of conditions of 
a licence with which an architect is charged 
consists of his having exceeded the cost speci- 
fied in a building licence, it will be a good 
defence if he can prove that at the time when 
the operation in respect of which he was 
charged was begun. or the work in respect 
of which he is charged was carried out, 
he had reasonable grounds for believing that 
the cost would not exceed the amount speci- 
fied in the licence. 

Under paragraph 8 of the Regulation, as 
it was before this amendment, if it were 
proved as a fact that the cost specified in the 
licence had been exceeded, there was no 
defence open to the architect and he must 
be convicted. 

The Architects Registration Council have 
for a long.time been concerned at the pos- 
sible injustice arising from the Regulation 
and in July, 1949, the Minister of Works 
received a joint deputation of representatives 
of the Architects Registration Council and of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects to 
protest against the unreasonable provisions 
of this regulation. I feel we may justly claim 
that the above conclusion goes some way to 
relieve the difficulties and injustices under 
which architects have ‘been suffering. 

I trust the profession will realise that they 
owe this relief to the strong representations 
made to the Ministry on behalf of the Archi- 
tects Registration Council. 

, SYDNEY TATCHELL, 

Chairman, Architects 
Registration Council. 
68. Portland-place, W.1. 


The Q.S. and Local and Nationalised 
Government Services 
To THE Eprtror oF The Builder. 


G!R,—Your two correspondents who con- 
side: that the quantity surveyor should 
be a chief officer equally with the architect 
appear te be ignorant of the fact that local 
government departments are established on 
a functional and not a professional basis. 
The funct’on of the architect’s department 
is to deal with all building work with which 
the authority is concerned and in its most 
completely developed state the department 
will comprise architects, structural, electrical, 
heating and ventilat‘ng engineers, quantity 
surveyors, maintenance and building sur- 
veyors and, perhaps, town planners, and a 
direct works staff. 

Just as the architect has no illusions about 
the independency of the quantity surveyor, 
no quantity surveyor would deny that his 
work orginates with the architect whose 
position as the controller and co-ordinator 
of the activities of all the professions con- 
cerned in the materialisation of his designs 
is unquestioned. ' 


Thus, ‘t is entirely logical that the archi- — 


tect should be the chief officer responsible 
for all aspects of an authority’s building 
work. Many authorities have not even got 
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that far; they still think that architecture 
is the job of the officer who deals with roads 
and sewers and the collection of refuse. 


LocaL GOVERNMENT ARCHITECT. 
Cheshire. 


What is Architecture? 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


IR,—We have it on classical authority 

that “Every definition is dangerous.” 
The sole purpose of the note in your issue 
of December 22 was to point out how vul- 
nerable definitions of architecture are found 
to be when one tries to apply them. Mr. 
John Harvey (see last week’s Builder) admits 
that his definition would cover a corrugated- 
iron shed “individually designed for its 
purpose ”; but would it not be more reason- 
able to regard such a shed as a minor 
example of structural engineering? Surely 
architecture must possess some esthetic 
quality? The Crystal Palace certainly had 
such a quality, but I doubt whether it can 
be discovered in a corrugated-iron shed. 

As to copies of buildings not being archi- 
tecture, if there is any basis for this dictum 
we shall have to exclude from the category 
of architecture many historic buildings which 
are generally thought to be within it. For 
example, after the many refacings and re- 
pairs that have been carried out through 
the centuries at Westminster Abbey scarcely 
an original stone of the exterior can now 
remain. What we see to-day is a copy or 
an approximate reproduction of the original, 
which disappeared years or centuries ago. 
On Mr. Harvey’s reasoning, therefore, the 
Abbey is not architecture. 

Finally, it comes as a shock to be told 
that medieval cottages and small houses, 
although “admirable craftsmanship and 
lovely building,” are not architecture. One 
is driven to the desp&iring conclusion that 
not only is there no satisfactory definition 
of architecture but, indeed, no architecture 
to define! 

THE WRITER OF THE NOTE. 


Building One’s Own House 
To THE Epritor oF The Builder. 


IR,—Mr. Harry Moncrieff in his address 
to the Housing Centre on “ Post-War 
Building by Housing Associations ” referred 
to my article in the News Chronicle on 
building one’s own house, and said “ that 
it was one thing to do this in the Californian 
sunshine, but quite another to build in 
England in the bad weather conditions we 
had recently experienced.” I quite appre- 
ciate that Mr. Moncrieff may have a far 
greater knowledge of building in the United 
States and Canada than I have, but surely 
if one were to build one’s own house in 
this country, one would not choose the 
winter in which to do it. Moreover, people 
in Canada, where Californian sunshine is 
not the rule, also build their own houses. 
A member of the Council in Vancouver 
was helping her family to roof their new 
house whilst I was there. Drizzling rain 
and mist made the weather we experienced 
during our visit quite like this country. 
Again, in Ottawa my cousin told me that 
he and his wife had recently helped a friend 
to build his own house, and they had 
quarried most of the stone needed for the 
purpose themselves. 


These may be isolated examples, but I 
cannot think that magazines which deal 


with houses and house fittings would take 
the trouble to prepare blue prints and sell 
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them unless there were a market for them, 
and people would not buy them unles 
there were a chance of using them. 

Of course, difficulties there are, but diff. 
culties can be overcome. We as a nation 
know this only-too well, and that spirit 
which has overcome almost insuperable 
odds here in this country is now finding 
expression, as it always has done, in the 
lands oversea—and surely that, too, js 
nothing new. 

MILLICENT P. BOuverr, 

Oakfield Lodge, Westhumble, 

Dorking, Surrey. 


Wages of Apprentices 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 


QiR,—I am not surprised to see that the 

question of apprentices’ wages is again 
being discussed in your coiumns. The pre. 
sent wage rates have little to justify them and 
contain some striking anomalies. Why, fo; 
instance, should a boy on his 17th birthday 
get 22s. per week increase, while on his 
18th birthday he gets only 16s. 6d. increase, 
although at this age his insurance contribu. 
tion goes up 2s. and he is just beginning to 
pay income tax? 

The apprentice at 17 gets 2d. an hour less 
than the boy labourer, while at 18 he gets 
8d. an hour less. Apprentices at 18, after 
three years’ training, should either be of real 
value to their employers (and the employ- 
ing public) or they should give up the trade, 
So long as any boy of 18 without any train- 
ing, character, or refereace, can get a job 
at £5 11s. 10d. per week, one cannot expect 
an apprentice who has had three years’ train- 
ing at work and at day and evening school, 
to be satisfied with £4 2s. 6d. 

The time has come when the whole appren- 
tice wage scale should be _ realistically 
revised in the light of present conditions, 
having regard to the wages paid to building 
labourers and operatives in other trades, 
A more reasonable graded scale for appren- 
tices and boy labourers could improve the 
situation without any additional cost. 

PF. A. L. Comm: 

91-95, Cadogan-lane, S.W.1. 


Draft Taking-off: Has a Builder 
Right of Inspection? 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 





GiR,—I note with interest ‘“ North-West 
Builder’s ” question in your last issue as 
to whether contractors should be allowed to 
inspect the original draft taking-off. From 
my own point of view I see no objection 
whatever to any contractor inspecting the 
draft taking-off, and indeed I encour- 
age this action. For obvious reasons, one 
cannot allow the contractor to take away 
these documents from the surveyor’s office. 
Some surveyors must. however, object, 
otherwise the letter in question would never 
have been written and, however hard I think, 
I cannot see any reason at all for this 
objection. 
FRANK GEE, A.R.LCS. 
6, Wallingford-road, 
Davyhulme, Lancs. 


Competition Drawings Criticism 

Ow the invitation of the president of the 
R.1.B.A., Mr. D. H. McMorran, F.R.I.B.A, 
has undertaken to give the criticism of the 
drawings submitted in competition for the 
R.1.B.A. Prizes and Studentships, 1951-52. 
Mr. D. H. McMorran’s criticism will be 
delivered at a general rreeting of the Insti 
tute to be held in February, 1952. 
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South-west corner of the building 


NEW ENGINE ASSEMBLY BUILDING, LUTON, BEDS., 


for Vauxhall Motors, Ltd. 


HOWARD, SOUSTER AND PARTNERS, ARCHITECTS 


THE site of this large factory extension was originally 

a disused Corporation sewage works situated to 
the east of the main factory. Before erection, an area 
of approximately 1,800 ft. by 660 ft. had to be cleared 
and levelled, a task which involved the excavation of 
about half a million cubic yards of soil, and cutting, 
most of the time, into solid chalk. The finished level 


of the new factory site had to take into account the 
numerous entries and exits that would be required for 
a building of this size, and as no plans for the future 
building had been prepared at the time when excavation 
commenced, it was decided to level an area that would 
allow for access roads being laid around the whole of 
any new building. A service road does now encompass 
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Detail of floor expansion joint to first-floor area 


Side elevation of boiler house, showing operating floor 
platform and escape stairs 


the new factory. The basement area of the building 
which measures 480 ft. by 150 ft. has been constructed 
of reinforced concrete to withstand a super load of four 
hundredweights a square foot from the ground floor 
loading and to receive the structural steelwork above. 
Numerous loading bays have been provided at base- 
ment level to give easy and rapid- unloading facilities 
for the reception of equipment. The general shape of 
the ground floor plan is based on a 40 ft. by 60 ft. bay, 





Detail view of one of the higher goods entrances 
with rolling shutters 


there being eight of the 60 ft. spans in the width of the 
factory and a maximum of 41 40 ft. bays in the length. 
A typical bay of steelwork consists of the four support- 
ing stanchions with a lattice girder spanning between 
stanchions in the 40 ft. direction and three roof trusses 
spanning the 60 ft., the third truss being mid span and 
connected to the lattice girders. To avoid undue 
encroachment into the production floor area the 
design has provided for ten overhead lavatories 
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View of staircase from factory level to first floor 
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Perspective of new boiler house 
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Plan through brickwork Plan through steel sash 
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Plan through cement render above steel sashes Interior of boiler house 
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suspended above the beam level and also four overhead 
transformer rooms. The roof is of the Ruberoid 
steel deck design. The main external walls have been 
constructed in nine-inch brickwork with London 
brick rustic facings, with a bold artificial stone cill. 
From the cill to the under-side of truss level there 
are continuous rows of glazing. Above tie beam level 
and as a cladding to the lattice girders corrugated 
asbestos sheeting has been used, surmounted by an 
artificial stone coping. The asbestos sheeting has been 
taken above the level of the truss slope and filled 
behind with pumice concrete to form a low parapet 
gutter, with the asbestos felt being taken over the top 
of this small parapet, and as a damp proof course 
beneath the stone coping. The floor construction 
consists of six-inch site concrete laid on blinding and 
the surface has been treated with a granolithic finish. 


As an adjunct to the building it has been necessary 
to construct a new boiler house to supply high pressure 
hot water for space and process heating. The internal 
colour scheme in the new factory consists of terracotta 
from floor to window level, opaline green above cill 
level up to the under-side of the trusses, and pale 
cream above tie beam level and including the trusses 
and all services in the roof structure and the under- 
side of the roof decking itself. 

The general contractors were George Wimpey and 
Co., Ltd., the general foreman, Mr. Struthers, and the 
clerk of works, Mr. J. E. Sainty. 





Main employees’ entrance, east elevation 


| an | YS Sub-contractors and suppliers were : Excavation 
is YAN and foundations, Geo. Wimpey and Co., Ltd. ; 


be Ly; . dampcourses and asphalt, Ragusa Asphalte Paving 
oe Y Co., Ltd. ; reinforced concrete, Geo. Wimpey and 
VY | Co., Ltd. ; bricks, London Brick Co., Ltd. ; stone 


4, H YAN for carved panel, Fenning and Co., Ltd. ; artificial 
| stone, Empire Stone Co., Ltd. ; steelwork, Redpath 
Brown and Co., Ltd. ; special roofing, The Ruberoid 
Co., Ltd. ; partitions, Sankey Sheldon, Ltd. ; glass, 
W.N. Froy and Sons, Ltd. ; patent glazing, Mellowes 
and Co., Ltd., and Paragon Glazing Co., Ltd. 


y, haf 
; Wood block flooring, The Philip Flooring Co.., 
| 
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on Ltd. ; patent flooring, Johnson Floor Co., Ltd. ; 
' OI? 4 LLL = central heating, Rosser and Russell, Ltd., and C. D. 
j ' NG Stone ; boilers, La Mont Steam Generator, Ltd. ; 

e | electric wiring, Hancock (1939), Ltd. ; electric 
Lapa KA OB MOTE AEE 3, ; light fixtures, British Thomson-Houston, Co., Ltd., 
ae ‘ General Electric Co., Ltd., and Holliday Hall and 
| Stinson, Ltd. ; ventilation, C. D. Stone ; plumbing, 
Matthew, Hall and Co., Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, 


‘ mamamamany sami, | John Bolding and Sons, Ltd. 
; Stairtreads, Brookes, Ltd.; door furniture, 


a Sees Yannedis and Co., Ltd. ; casements, W. James and 
Co., Ltd. ; folding gates, A. J. Binns, Ltd. ; roller 
















































274 Ge Sronge ; . 
shutters, Mather and Platt, Ltd. ; iron staircases, 
S. W. Farmer and Sons, Ltd.; painting, J. and B. 
V4" brass bolt * ‘ ; 
pm Hs ESE | Abbott (Contractors), Ltd. ; metalwork, Kingsmill 
B= Metal Co., Ltd. ; joinery, George Wimpey and Co., 
Bl | . ; Ltd. ; tiling, Carter and Co., London, Ltd. ; 
Ye’ Shrap | | | 2° Stende ref or bent steel Lby fxp Soins Contr furniture, Sankey Sheldon, Ltd. ; hydraulic goods 
Cisse | ember B” lifts, Aldous and Campbell, Ltd. 
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Detail of vertical expansion joints 
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A model of the 


HOTEL RECEPTION OFFICE 
INDUSTRIAL DESIGN COMPETITION 


N a recent industrial design competition organised by 

the journal, ‘“‘ Art and Industry,’ and sponsored 

by the Plastics Division of I.C.I., architectural and 

industria! design students were invited to submit plans 

for a hotel reception office, making use of plastics— 
in particular, ‘‘ Perspex’ acrylic materials. 

The winner of the first prize (£50) was Mr. Henryk 
Blachnicki, a student of the Polish School of Architec- 
ture. Mr. Andrew Jackson, of Edinburgh, was 
placed second, and another student of the Polish 
School of Architecture, Mr. Andrzej Chwalibogowsk1, 
received third prize. 

The Judges of the entries were Mr. Leslie Hardern, 
Mr. A. Renfrew, B.Sc., develor- 
ment director, I.C.I. (Plastics Division) ; and Mr. 
Basil Spence, O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., F.R.1.A.S. 

Competitors were asked to supply a design for the 
reception office of a small but exclusive hotel catering 
for high-class continental and American tourist trade. 
The conditions stated that the hotel had twenty bed- 
rooms and was situated in Mayfair, London. On 
entering by the main doors of the hotel there was an 
entrance hall of intimate character. 

The main staircase was opposite the entrance doors 
and a space of 24 ft. square had been reserved for the 
reception office on the left. The height from floor 
to ceiling was 12 ft. Four windows, each 4 ft. wide, 
admitted light from a well. It was further stated that 
furniture for the room should consist of a large recep- 
tion desk and include a cashier’s grille for the payment 
of accounts. Normally, three persons would be in 
attendance to conduct business. In addition to the 
large reception desk and necessary hotel fittings, such 
as keyboards, internal telephone switchboard, etc., 
there would be limited seating accommodation for 
visitors. 

A free hand was given with the treatment of both 
floor and walls but the suggestion was made that 
mural decorations should be planned to appeal to the 


winning design 


type of visitor indicated. The object of the competi- 
tion was to bring out the beauty of plastics and par- 
ticularly ‘“‘ Perspex’? acrylic materials. Favourable 
consideration would, however, be given to any treat- 
ment which made satisfactory use of the opportunities 
offered by combination of the newer with the older 
traditional materials. It was unnecessary to regard the 
windows as a feature of the reception area. They 
could be masked or obliterated, if desired. 

In the use of plastics good design was essential ; the 
extravagant use of expensive materials was not encour- 
aged, but at the same time the treatment should be gay 
and colourful. Competitors were asked to give 
special attention to the lighting which in the entrance 
hall was of a concealed nature. 

The winning plans and models were exhibited on 
January 25, at the British Colour Council, 13, Portman- 
square, W.1, when the winners received their prizes 
from Mr. Gordon Russell, C.B.E., M.C., R.D.L., 
F.S.I.A.. Director of the Council of Industrial Design. 
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NEW TOWN DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATIONS 


Progress at East Kilbride and 
Glenrothes 


QvER 8,000 housing applications have 

been received by the East Kilbride 
Development Corporation for the new town 
which is expected to have a population 
of between 40,000 and 45,000. The Cor- 
poration have closed their lists except to 
those Who have an obvious claim in terms 
af the Corporation letting policy. Refer- 
ence to the housing situation in the new town 
is made in the reports of the East Kilbride 
and Glenrothes Development Corporations 
for the period ending March 31, 1950, pub- 
lished on January 22 last. 


The East Kilbride report states that the 
rent of £40 for the four-apartment semi- 
detached house has been approved by the 
Secretary of State on the understanding that, 
as it is far from being an economic rent, the 
figure is to be regarded as a minimum and 
will therefore not be reduced in future. 
“The deficits incurred through charging 
something less than the economic rent do not 
make it easier to improve upon housing 
amenities and all parties to the financial 
arrangements for housing tenancies must 
realise the necessity of making some contri- 
bution towards the closure of the gap.” 


The Corporation’s technical staff are act- 
ing as architects for the County Council in 
respect of the first schools in East Kilbride. 
Itis estimated that about 12 primary schools 
and six secondary schools will ultimately 
be required for the town. 


Referring to industrial development at 
East Kilbride, the report states that owing to 
the need to concentrate upon industry which 
is dollar-earning, the issue of building appro- 
vals for industrial purposes has been res- 
tricted and only one of a number of appli- 
cants has been successful in obtaining per- 
mission to build at East Kilbride. 


In a.reference to landscaping at East Kil- 
bride, the report states that tree planting has 
begun. Eight acres @f felled woodland at 
The Murray have been replanted with about 
20,000 young trees. Nurseries for seedling 
trees, hedges and plants have been established 
at Thorntonhall and at Torrance. 


The audited accounts included in the 
report show that capital expenditure for the 
year, less disposals, amounted to £379,285. 
After making provision for depreciation, the 
cumulative capital expenditure as at March 
iI, last, was £550,206. The largest amount, 
£308,743, was spent on land and buildings 
while £19,245 was spent on roads. The 


cumulative total of management expenses 
was £37,941, 


Work at Glenrothes 


The first report of the Glenrothes Develop- 

ment Corporation states that the new town 
is being planned primarily to meet the needs 
of the expanding coal industry in Fife by 
providing homes for the miners who will be 
‘mployed in the neighbouring Rothes Col- 
‘ety, now in the course of construction, and 
i other collieries. In order to give effect 
to the aim of having a balanced community, 
ihe detailed planning of the new town will 
€ based on a proportion of one miner in 
tight or nine of the population. In this 
ne It Is stated, a repetition of the faults 
0 be found in mining communities in other 
parts of the country will be obviated. 
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The Corporation are aware of the import- 
ance of providing employment in addition 
to the basic industry of mining and the usual 
service industries. Several existing indus- 
tries, mostly paper mills, are located on the 
banks of the river Leven and during the 
initial years they will help to absorb avail- 
able labour. It is estimated that about 1,360 
employees of large firms in the Leslie- 
Markinch area live at a distance of over three 
miles from the new town and the Corpora- 
tion hope that these people will later be 
housed in Glenrothes. 

In order to find a solution to the problem 
of achieving a balanced community, the Cor- 
poration are having investigation made into 
population and family statistics. It has been 
accepted in principle, the report states, that 
an “adjustment area” will be left unbuilt 
upon in each residential precinct so that an 
opportunity will remain for correction of 
initial faults of balance. 

Consideration has been given to the treat- 
ment of the landscape. The generally 
exposed nature of the town suggests the 
planting of shelter belts, some of which may 
be combined with the production of econo- 
mic timber. The Corporation aims to pre- 
serve the two areas of outstanding sylvan 
interest within their boundaries. 

In a reference to housing the report states 
that the Corporation have emphasised their 
desire not only to have houses designed and 
constructed to harmonise with local archi- 
tectural tradition but also that the town 
should have its own distinctive character and 
not become merely a replica of the average 
housing estate. The accounts included in 
the report cover the period October 25, 1948, 
to March 31, last. They show an expendi- 
ture on capital assets of £31,039. 


INTERNATIONAL UNION OF 
ARCHITECTS 


Theme of Congress to be Held in 
Morocco Next September 


FOR the Second Congress of the Inter- 
3 national Union of Architects, which is 
to be held at Rabat, Morocco, from Sep- 
tember 23 to 30 next, it is intended to 
gather together architects from all over the 
world to study and discuss the theme of 
“How the architect is tackling his new 
tasks.” 

The Congress will be divided into two 
main parts. The first will deal with the 
theory and practice of town-planning and 
architecture, and will in turn be sub-divided 
into civic centres and the focal centres of 
urban areas; housing, from the layout of 
houses in cities to the domestic equipment 
of individual houses ; open spaces, includ- 
ing the provision of green belts, parks, gar- 
dens, etc.; and the technique of building. 
The second part will deal with the future 
prospects for the reconstruction of towns 
destroyed and damaged, for the redevelop- 
ment of existing towns and the building of 
new towns. In addition, a day will be de- 
voted to the discussion of interesting 
problems in North, Africa. 

An international exhibition allied to the 
theme of the Congress, the arrangements 
for which are to be worked out by the 
Exhibitions Committee of the I.U.A., will 
be complementary to the papers to be 
considered. 


The Congress will be directed by a con- 
trolling committee appointed by the execu- 
tive committee, I.U.A., and composed of the 
presidents of sessions and all the rappor- 
leurs. 
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The official languages of the Congress will 
be French, English and Russian, and 
Spanish and Arabic will be permissible. 
Papers, prepared in one of the official 
languages and accompanied, if possible, by 
a French translation, must be in the hands 
of the Secretary-General, I.U.A., before 
July 1 next, in triplicate, and must not ex- 
ceed 3,000 words. 


Mr. Anthony M. Chitty, F.R.1.B.A., is 
acting as the rapporteur for housing and the 
Hon. Godfrey Samuel, F.R.I.B.A., will be 
the second United Kingdom representative. 


GOOD DESIGN IN BUILDING 
AND LANDSCAPING 


Awards Scheme Extended 


HE Festival of Britain authorities 

announce that the entries for the scheme 
launched last year for awards for good de- 
sign in building or landscaping to mark the 
Festival year now total 150. Representa- 
tions have been made, however, that in many 
cases it has not been possible to secure 
good photographs of the entries due to the 
bad weather, etc., and that it would be bene- 
ficial to extend the closing date for nomina- 
tions so as to enable many entries in the 
course of completion during the winter to 
be included. The Council for Architecture, 
Town Planning and Building Research, spon- 
sors of the scheme, have now therefore 
decided to extend the latest date for receipt 
of nominations to March 31 next. (This 
replaces the closing date of August 31, 1950, 
previously announced.) 


The main object of the scheme is to stimu- 
late an interest in landscape or architectural 


. design and so benefit future work. An addi- 


tional object is the provision of a historical 
record of accepted ideas of good design at 
the time of the Festival. 


Any buildings, or group of buildings, or 
any improvement to rural or urban land- 
scaping (excluding very large works such as 
new towns or large development schemes 
and very small works such as single houses) 
will be eligible for the awards. To be eli- 
gible, the work must have been begun since 
August 15, 1945, and it must be suffi- 
ciently complete to allow judgment to be 
made by March 31. Nominations already 
made can be withdrawn and resubmitted if 
the designers feel that a better photograph 
can be obtained. 


A plaque, specially designed by Mr. 
Wilson Parker, will be attached to the works 
selected by a panel of judges, consisting ot 
the Architecture Council. Certificates con- 
firming the awards will be presented to the 
designers at a ceremony in London shortly 
after the opening of the Festival. 


Nomination forms may be obtained from 
the Liaison Branch, Festival of Britain, 2, 
Savoy-court, London, W.C.2, and must 
reach that office not later than March 31. 


The Council of Architecture was set up 
in 1948 by the Lord President of the Coun- 
cil to advise the Festival Office on architec- 
ture, town planning and building research. 


Its members are: Howard V. Lobb, 
F.R.LB.A. (chairman), Prof. H. V. A. Bris- 
coe, A.R.CS., D.Sc., F. J. Forty, B.Sc., 
M.Inst.C.E., Prof. W. G. Holford, F.R.LB.A.. 
Robert H. Matthew, A.R.I.B.A., Rowland 
Nicholas, C.B.E., Sir George L. Pepler, 
C.B., P-P.T.P.I., J. M’ Richards, A.R.1.B,A., 
Howard Robertson, M.C., A.R.A., Hugh 
Casson, F.R.I.B.A. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


New Planning Bill 


QO’ January 23, MR. DALTON, Minister of 

Local Government and Planning, 
moved the second reading of the Town and 
Country Planning Bill. He explained that 
its object was to correct two errors in 
drafting which experience and legal advice 
had revealed in the 1947 Town and Country 
Planning Act. The first error related to 
planning permission in respect of war- 
damaged properties. The enemy air action 
was not an unmixed curse to us because, 
here and there, it largely cleared ground 
which had long been in need of compre- 
hensive redevelopment. 


It had been supposed until recently that 
planning authorities would be able to inter- 
vene to prevent the restoration of war- 
damaged buildings to the exact shape in 
which they stood previously, if, in the view 
of the local planning authority, such 
restoration ran counter to their redevelop- 
ment plans. There was no doubt that since 
1943, up to 1947, under the Act of 1943 
they possessed the power, and it was the 
intention of the House of Commons that 
that power should be continued in the 1947 
Act. However, the Government were ad- 
vised by their legal advisers that that was 
not so, and that, as the 1947 Act stood, 
pianning permission was not required in 
order to restore a war-damaged building to 
its pre-war condition,so long as any part of 
that building remained standing, even a few 
bricks. Obviously, that was nonsensical, 
and it was to prevent that nonsensical 
result that Clause 1 was drafted. 


Unauthorised Development 


The second matter related to the period 
within which a planning authority could 
take action against unauthorised develop- 
ment or against any breach of any condition 
which might have been imposed by the 
planning authority when the development 
was authorised. Here again the 1947 Act 
was defective according to the advice which 
they had received from the law officers of 
the Crown. In that case he was afraid it 
was due to a too amiable acceptance of a 
somewhat  plausible-looking amendment 
moved in the House of Lords. 

They were all agreed that there must be 
some limit to the period during which an 
unauthorised developer was left at risk, as 
it was put. That was to say, there must be 
some period beyond which the law would 
not be invoked against him, even if he had 
broken the law by undertaking an un- 
authorised development. That was common 
ground and common justice. Unfortunately, 
the period of four years set out in the 1947 
Act dated, not as was originally stated in 
the first draft of that Bill, from the date of 
the planning permission or of any condi- 
tion attached thereto, but from four years 
from. the date of permission being given. 
Therefore, in certain cases, planning per- 
missions were unenforceable under Section 
23 of the. Act. If, as often happened, a 
planning permission was given subject to a 
reasonable condition that a certain use 
should be discontinued at the end of ten 
years, this became unenforceable because, 
as the law now stood, at the end of four years 
from the planning permission, all power 
passed away from the planning authority. 
Therefore, they proposed to restore the law 
to what it was before the amendment was 
so rashly accepted in the House of Lords, 
and to what all plain people thought ought 
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to be the law in this matter, namely, that 
the period of four years should run from 
the date of any breach of the condition and 
not from the date of the permission itself. 


In the debate which followed, Mr. 
ASSHETON, for the Opposition, said that an 
appropriate title for the Bill would be “ The 
Silkin (Ironing-out of Bloomers) Bill.” He 
had hoped for a much wider and more 
serious amending Bill, for the law as it at 
present stood was unworkable and unjust. 
The 1947 Act was fast becoming one of the 
most unpopular measures ever passed. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


Cariton House Terrace 


On January 23, Mr. KEELING asked the 
Minister of Works whether he knew that 
the plans of the proposed new Foreign 
Office substituted two pedimented features 
for one in the fagade overlooking the Mall 
and, therefore, did not bear out his 
assurance that Nash’s fagade was preserved; 
and whether he was aware that the plans 
ignored the advice of the Crown Lands 
Advisory Committee that the height of the 
terrace should not be raised. 


Mr. STOKES said that the architect's 
drawings showed the Nash _pediments 
removed but he proposed to follow the 
advice of the Royal Fine Art Commission 
and leave the pediments in place until the 
new building had been completed. It 
would then be decided whether they ought 
to be retained. He was aware that the 
Crown Lands Advisory Committee said that 
the height of the buildings in Carlton House 
Terrace ought not to be exceeded. They 
had, however, consulted the Royal Fine Art 
Commission, who approved the architect’s 
plans, proposing a small increase in height, 
subject to further consideration of the 
pediments. 


Mr. KEELING asked if the Minister was 
aware that the scheme had been widely 
condemned by the better newspapers. 


Mr. STOKES said he was, but he was 
bound to say that none of the newspaper 
reports he had read bore any relation to 
the facts. 


Unadopted Streets 

On January 26, charges against the 
speculative builder were again made by a 
spokesman of the Government during the 
second reading debate on the New Streets 
Bill, the main provisions of which were out- 
lined in The Builder of January 26. This 
measure, introduced by Mr. Kinley, a 
Labour member, provides that a private 
builder cannot begin building until the local 
authority has ascertained the individuals 
who will be responsible for the cost of 
making an unadopted road up, has assessed 
the individual liability, and until the owner 
of the land on which the houses are to be 
erected has paid to the authority the sum 
required. Mr. Kinley said that there was 
nothing in existing legislation to remove the 
undesirable conditions in streets which were 
unadopted and not made up. 


Mr. LINDGREN, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Local Government and 
Planning, said the urgency of the Bill was 
the result of speculative building in the 
1930s. In practically every part of the 
country people were faced with excessive 
charges for making up roads. The fault, 


‘he declared, lay with investment trusts and 


mushroom companies, who took the road 
charges and within 12 months of the com- 
pletion of estates, went bankrupt. 
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Mr. GEOFFREY HUTCHINSON, a Conseryg- 
tive, said that this general charge was unfair 
Hundreds of theusands of houses had beep 
built and this never occurred. 


Mr. LINDGREN denied that he was unfajr. 
He said he could understand the Opposition 
being touchy, because this was not a credit. 
able part of estate development in the jnter 
war years, and someihing ought to hae 
been done earlier to prevent it. 


The Bill was read a second time. 


Plasterboard Supplies 


On January 23, MR. BUTCHER aske the 
Minister of Works what steps he was 
taking to ensure that there were adequate 
supplies of plasterboard for use in houses 
erected to the order of local authorities, 

Mr. STOKES said that the production of 
plasterboard was restricted by a shortage 
of the paper liner used in its manufacture, 
While this shortage persisted, plasterboard 
manufacturers had undertaken that, as far 
as possible, available supplies would be sent 
to housing and other essential work where 
delays on site would otherwise occur. He 
was in touch with the President of the 
Board of Trade about the maintenance of 
supplies of paper liner. 


M.O.W. FILM SHOWS 
Programmes for February 
TTVHREE Ministry of Works films—The 

Task Before the Building Industry, 
Care and Maintenance of Plant, and 
Watch Your Step—are to have showings in 
15 towns in England and Wales during 
February. Admission to the shows will be 
free to builders and members of the asso- 
ciated professions. 

The Task Before the Building Industry 
shows what has to be done to provide the 
houses, schools, factories, power stations 
and other buildings we need and the new 
materials, methods and machines which are 
available to accomplish the task. Care and 
Maintenance of Plant shows how attention 
to simple maintenance rules will prolong the 
life of builders’ plant and avoid unneces- 
sary breakdowns. It is estimated that 90 
per cent. of building plant breakdowns 
are caused by lack of site maintenance. 


Watch Your Step emphasises the proper 
observance of safety regulations on build- 
ing sites. It shows how typical accidents 
are caused and how they could be avoided 
by due care and attention and thought for 
the “other man” on the job. 


Programme details are as follows:— 
Fetruary 6, Carnegie Hall, Public Library, Northamp- 


ton. 7.30 p.m. 

“February 7, Medway Technical College, High-st., 
Chatham. 7.0 p.m. 

February 8, South-Eastern Gas Board Showrooms, 
Folkestone. 7.15 p.m. 


February 12, Y.M.C.A. Holiday Centre, Grosvenot- 
rd., Skegness. 7.30 p.m. 

February 13, Town Hall, Bournemouth. 7.0 p.m 

February 15, Town Hall Annexe, Burton-on-Trent. 
7.30 p.m. 

February 15, The Electricity Lecture Hiall, Back 
Glebe-st. (off Kingsway), Stoke-on-Trent. 7.15 p.m. 

February 16, King’s Cafe, Skinner-st., Newport, Mon. 
7.0 p.m. 

February 20, Slough Technical Institute, William-st., 
Slough. 7.0 p.m 

February 20, Lecture Hall, Technical College, Brighton. 
7.15 p.m. 

February 20, Church Room, Rhiw-rd., Colwyn Bay 
7.30 p.m. 

February 28, Technical College, Guildford. 7.15 p.m. 

February 28, Church House, Lion-st., Brecon. 7.0 p.m. 
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“RAISING THE HOUSING 
ALLOWANCE OF TIMBER ” 
Essential to Speeding Construction and 
Reducirz Costs, Says T.D.A. Director 


PROBABLY the blackest year for timber 

supplies on record was thé description 
applied to 1950 by Mr. PuHiLuie O. REECE, 
wvrector of the, Timber Development Asso- 
ciation, in a speech to the Humber District 
Agea of the T.D.A., at Hull, on January 25. 
Industry could not do its job without timber 
ary more’ than the Israelites could make 
bricks without straw, said Mr. Reece, yet 
in 1950 we imported only about one-third of 
our pre-war softwood in spite of the fact 
that maximum production requires at least 
the pre-war allowance. 


“We were, I think, the only country in 
the world which failed to recover her pre-war 
share of the world’s timber; our consump- 
tion per head placed us among the under- 
developed and_ industrially backward 
communities; our stocks were reduced to a 
record low level, a fact which endangered 
our security at a time of grave international 
tension, and which can only result now in 
an inevitable, unavoidable increase in 
prices,” said Mr. Reece. 


We could only hope that the darkest hou 
really was the one before the dawn; at any 
rate, this year witnessed the first glimmer of 
light from the East, in particular from the 
direction of the Baltic, France, Austria and 
certain other soft-currency countries, where, 
for the first time since 1939, the trade was 
again free to buy on its own account. “ This 
freedom is a very limited freedom and has 
only been achieved after a long and diffi- 
cult struggle, but the fact that it has been 
achieved is of the greatest significance,” Mr. 
Reece continued. 


Softwood Difficulties 


While the situation had improved for ply- 
wood and hardwoods, softwood was faced 
with two major difficulties. The first was 
that while, in the public estimation, the trade 
would share with the Government respon- 
sibility for ensuring supplies of timber, the 
trade, in fact, would have no power to con- 
trol the total level of imports, as the 
Government retained responsibility for all 
purchases from the dollar area and the Iron 
Curtain countries. Consequently, what sup- 
plies the trade might win on the swings in 
the Baltic, the Government could lose on 
the roundabouts in Canada. 


“The second major softwood difficulty to 
which I refer is, of course, the maintenance 
of consumer licensing,” said Mr. Reece. 
“There will be little incentive to import 
timber if industry isn’t allowed to use it. The 
logical thing would be to prepare the way 
for a progressive relaxation of control, and 
I believe that we should, as a first step, 
envisage the raising of the housing allow- 
ance from 1.6 to 2.0 standards per 1,000 
square feet of floor area. 


“In suggesting raising the housing allow- 
ance to two standards, I have two special 
points in mind: First, that we will never 
reduce housing costs or speed up construc- 
tion until we have restored the suspended 
timber ground floor. Second, that I think 
Wwe are in serious danger of going further 
than is prudent in the reduction of the sizes 
of joists and rafters.” 


The smaller sizes were based on loadings 
laid down by the Code of Practice and on 
working stresses determined by research 
catried out before the war. Since the war, 


THE BUILDER 


however, much of the imported timber had 
been of a lower quality than that on which 
the research work had been based. 


Mr. Reece said that the legitimate war- 
time science of timber economy, and its 
illegitimate extension into the post-war era, 
had provided a “ Tom Tiddler’s ” ground for 
every crack-brained enthusiast who thought 
he could make a silk purse out of a sow’s 
ear. For nearly 12 years timber substitu- 
tion had been a free-for-all sponsored by the 
Government and enjoyed by everybody 
except the taxpayer and the timber trade. 
“Surely this is one experiment we can claim 
to have finished. After 12 years of public 
and private research, we have failed to find 
a universal substitute for timber.” 


WOLVERHAMPTON HOUSING 
POLICY 
Decision to Co-operate in County 
Overspill Scheme 
[From a Correspondent | 


WV OLVERHAMPTON Town Council, at 
a special meeting, last week, to dis- 
cuss its housing sites policy, agreed in prin- 
ciple, by 25 votes to 18, to co-operate with 
the Staffordshire County Council and the 
county district councils concerned on the 
,couinty overspill scheme, subject to detailed 
arrangements being found satisfactory. 


The core of the problem is that Wolver- 
hampton is in urgent need of sites if its 
housing programme is not to be brought to 
a standstill. Evidence given before Parlia- 
ment last year during the hearing of the 
Wolverhampton Corporation Bill (subse- 
quently rejected by the House of Lords). 
which sought to enlarge the borough to in- 
clude housing sites already acquired, showed 
that in 1952 there would be a deficiency of 
481 house plots, rising to 2,339 in 1955. 

The county overspill plan proposes to meet 
the housing needs of Wolverhampton as well 
as of the other country boroughs in South 
Staffs. It proposes that the houses shall be 
built by the adjoining county district coun- 
cils in addition to houses required for ‘the 
needs of those county district councils them- 
selves, and with financial and_ technical 
assistance by the county council. It has 
been stated that the county plan seeks to 
re-house 182,000 people at a cost of 
£80,000,000. 

If the corporation built houses outside the 
borough, Wolverhampton ratepayers would 
have to pay the actual rate. subsidy of 
£5 10s. for each house for a period of 60 
years, and the additional burden on Wolver- 
hampton of an annual programme of 800 
houses would mean a rate of about 1d. in 
the pound. 


Objectors to the county council plan say 
that, once it was accepted, Wolverhampton 
would never again be in a position to ask 
for boundary extensions. Supporters claim 
that there is little chance of obtaining ex- 
tensions by Private Bill procedure, and that 
the question of boundaries hinges on the 
action which the Government may take as 
a result of their general review of the struc- 
ture of local government. 


Concrete Research Magazine 


The fourth edition, dated July, 1950, of the 
Magazine of Concrete Research has been 
issued by the Cement and Concrete Associa- 
tion. It includes four technical papers and 
some interesting notes on the Ministry of 
Works’ Field Test Unit. Its price is 2s. 6d. 
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BOOKS 


THE ARCHITECTURE OF ANCIENT GREECE. By 


W. B. Dinsmoor. Pp. xxiv, 424.  Ilhus- 
trated. (B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price 30s. 
net. 


ELDERLY READERS will recall the appear- 
ance in 1902 of Messrs. Anderson and 
Spiers’ Architecture of Greece and Rome. 
Twenty-five years later, that popular treatise 
was re-published in two sections, the Greek 
volume being re-written by Professor Dins- 
moor, a learned American architect then 
working in Greece. A revised edition was 
soon called for and revision had been com- 
pleted by 1944, but post-war difficulties 
delayed publication. Since that date, the 
author has endeavoured to incorporate in 
the text, by means of footnetes or other- 
wise, the discoveries made in 1944-49, so 
that it is now as up to date as one could 
possibly demand. 

The result is a book about twice as long 
as the 1927 edition, which was itself a fairly 
formidable companion for a young student 
or an amateur of architecture. The appen- 
dices, too, generous in the earlier edition, 
now include a new list of metric measure- 
ments of temples, as well as a chronological 
list of temples, a tremendous bibliography 
of 46 pages in many languages, an adequate 
glossary, and a classified index filling 27 
packed pages of small print. 


A few new photographic illustrations 
have been added, and a number of very, use- 
ful new plans and other line-drawings have 
been inserted in the letterpress, but it is in 
the text that the principal changes have 
been made. From end to end it has been 
most meticulously revised, new paragraphs 
and new pages inserted, until it has become 
almost a new book and certainly an indis- 
pensable one for serious students, for 
scholars of many nations have been conduct- 
ing important researches in Greece since 
1927 (Professor Dinsmoor among them), in 
spite of the war interruption. 


As examples of the author’s thoroughness, 
even his chapters on the most familiar 
monuments have been drastically. over- 
hauled. Thus, he abandons, his former 
theory as to the roof-lighting of the Temple 
of Apollo at Bassae, he has completely 
re-written his account of thé Parthenon at 
great length, he gives his own restorations 
of the Erechtheum and the Propylea, and 
actually prints a startling section showing 
the use of structural iron beams in the 
ceiling of the last-named building. He is 
equally informative about recent discoveries 
on less familiar sites, and on theatres and 
town planning his additions are specially 
notable. This learned book should be, in 


. every reputable library and should have a 


long life. 
: M. S. B. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Domestic WATER HEATING. By Ronald 
Grierson. (London: Iliffe and Sons, Ltd.) 
Price 25s. 

INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY AT WoRK. By 
W. Robson Brown and N. A. Howell- 
Eversan. (London: Sir Isaac Pitman and 
Sons, Ltd.) Price 12s. 6d 

THE Wace ADJUSTMENT BOoaRD. By 
Dunlop and Hill. (London: Geoffrey 
Cumberlege.) Price 22s. 6d. 

x's Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on applicauon to the 
Publisher;, “The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2..Cash_ should 
accompany the order. 
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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 


THE BUILDER 


OF BUILDING 


TRADES EMPLOYERS 
Seventy-third Annual Report 


(THE National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers has just published 
its Seventy-third Annual Report, which will 
be presented to the Annual General Meeting 
on January 31. The following is a general 
summary, which gives prominence to some 
of the main points in the report:— 

,General Review 

Since 1945 there have been many warn- 
ings of impending economic disaster and the 
nation has, indeed, had to face many crises 
both political and financial. Throughout 
these years there has nevertheless been an 
underlying conviction that there were at any 
rate some grounds for believing that the 
situation would ultimately improve and for 
hoping that by the end of the year then 
starting some progress would have been made 
towards the restoration of normal conditions. 
But now, at the end of 1950, it is difficult 
for even the most optimistic to detect any 
break in the clouds. Economic difficulties 
have been succeeded by threats of inter- 
national disasters compared with which every 
other type of difficulty is of minor import- 
ance, 

“Faced with this situation,” states the 
Report, “the task immediately before the 
building industry, and equally every other 
industry, is to do whatever is possible in 
the prevailing conditions to increase its effici- 
ency in order that, by higher productivity, the 
harsh economic consequences of rearma- 
ment, although they cannot be avoided, may 
be mitigated. The lessons to be learned, by 
individual members of the industry as well 
as by H.M. Government and the national 
organisations, from the reports of the Work- 
ing Party and the ‘Anglo-American Produc- 
tivity Team are thus shown to have an even 
greater importance than was apparent at the 
time of their publication. 

“Figures can be quoted to show that, 
through circumstances largely beyond its con- 
trol, the building industry has been prevented 
from equalling the great increases in produc- 
tivity which other industries have registered 
since the end of the war. We do not doubt. 
however, that in the emergency now facing 
the nation, our industry will display the same 
spirit as in the dark days of 1940, but the 
time for making the effort is now.” 

In assessing the achievements and pros- 
pects of the building industry the Report 
mentions the serious international situation 
and devaluation as the two major influences 
on the national economy in 1950, and con- 
tinues: “ We do not know at this stage pre- 
cisely what will be the effect of the rearma- 
ment programme upon the building industry. 
It may be that the demands for building 
work will be less heavy than in the years 
1939-1945; on the other hand, if war did 
break out, they would almost certainly be 
heavier and the man-power of the industry 
would be substantially reduced, as it was in 
1939-1945. If the present state of ‘ lukewarm 
war ’ continues, the cost of rearmament may 
compel the Government fo reduce its ex- 
penditure in other directions and, in spite of 
ministerial protests, the subsidised housing 
programme may have to be curtailed.” 

Commenting on the year’s building activity 
the Report recalls how, in the event, the 
paper cuts imposed by changes in the capital 
investment programme introduced shortly 


after the devaluation of the pound, have been 
but slowly reflected in the amount of work 
carried out and that reductions in permits 
under some headings have been to a large 
extent offset by increases under others. 

The total value of building output in- 
creases throughout the year. In the first 
nine months it was at the rate of £1,301 
million per annum; this compares with 
£1,248 million in 1949, £1,181 million in 1948, 
£1,047 million in 1947, and £885 million in 
1946. 


Materials 

Shortages of materials, particularly timber, 
bricks and cement, have continued seriously 
to retard building work during 1950. Indeed, 
if the consumption of materials had not been 
reduced by reason of considerable spells of 
inclement weather many jobs would probably 
have been compelled to close down. 
Although there was some improvement in 
the supplies of bricks and cement during 
the last quarter of the year the supply of 
other materials, in particular steel and 
plasterboard, has become increasingly diffi- 
cult in recent weeks. The outlook for 1951, 
in view of the increasing international ten- 
sion and the difficult fuel position, is not 
encouraging. 

“It cannot be stressed too often that the 
efforts of building contractors to achieve 
greater efficiency and lower costs, and to 
introduce payment-by-results schemes on a 
wider scale, must be seriously handicapped 
if the flow of building materials is not ade- 
quate. For example, builders were required 
during 1950 to accept delivery of timber un- 
suitable in sizes, thus adding substantially 
to building costs. Operatives will not give 
of their best if they feel that by doing so 
they are working themselves out of mate- 
rials. The Federation has, during the year. 
repeatedly reminded the Government of 
these facts.” 

The position with regard to specific mate- 
rials is commented upon as follows: 
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Bricks. —Output is still about 20 per cent, 
below capacity. The manufacturers haye 
been seriously handicapped by shortage of 
labour and past vacillations in official policy, 
Towards the end of the year, however, there 
were signs that both the labour force and 
production were increasing and the Ministry 
of Works has estimated that 6,500 million 
bricks will be produced in 1951, or 700 mij- 
lion more than in 1950. 

Cement.—Supplies during the first half of 
the year were not satisfactory. Even high 
priority schemes such as housing estates, fac- 
tories making for export and school buildings 
were delayed and, as a result, building labour 
became under-employed. Towards the end 
of the year there were signs that the overall 
position was slowly improving. The position 
remained tight, particularly in the South- 
West and Midlands, but the acute conditions 
of earlier months had abated. Cement out- 
put reached a high level and stocks were 
somewhat higher than in the autumn of 1949, 
The Ministry of Works considers, however, 
that the supply available in 1951 will be 
even more than the amount used in the cur- 
rent year and that delivery periods will be 
shorter. The Ministry of Health has again 
reminded local authorities of the recommen- 
dations of the Committee on _ cement 
economy, and there is no doubt that further 
Savings would result from their general 
adoption. 

Steel—A high level of steel output has 
been maintained throughout 1950 and, taking 
the year as a whole, supplies for construc- 
tional uses have been relatively satisfactory, 
Towards the end of the year, however, the 
demands of the rearmament programme were 
beginning to affect deliveries for other pur- 
poses, including building. The situation has 
already become acute in certain areas and 
delivery periods have seriously lengthened. 
The Minister of Supply has intimated that, 
although there is at present no real shortage 
of ordinary steel, production in 1951 may be 
affected by difficulties in supplies of the 
necessary raw materials, particularly im- 
ported scrap and imported iron-ore, and that, 
in consequence, the 1950 level of steel output 
may not be achieved in 1951. 

Plasterboard-—The use of plasterboard 
has increased to such an extent during recent 
years that it has now become almost indis- 





COUNCILLOR STEPHEN HUDSON, newly 
elected President of the N.F.B.T.E. 


MR. J. IAN ROBERTSON, who has been 
elected Vice-President of the N.F.B.T.E. 
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nsable to the building industry. Supplies 
towards the end of 1950 became a matter 
of considerable concern. The shortages are 
stated to be due to difficulties in obtaining 
the paper used in the manufacture of plaster- 
board. If, as is understood to be the case, 
the solution of these difficulties depends upon 
the success of the new drive for the salvage 
of waste paper, the shortage appears likely 
to persist for some time. 

Timber.—The expectation of a severe 
shortage of building timber which was ex- 
pressed in the last annual report has been 
realised in the course of the year. The stock 
position has steadily worsened and, at the 
lowest seasonal point, stocks were equivalent 
to barely two months’ consumption at the 
present restricted rate. 


Imported softwood stocks during 1950 
were as follows:—January, 376,000 stand- 
ards; March, 271,000; June, 164,800; Septem- 
ber, 228,800. Comparable official figures for 
pre-war years are not available, but timber 
trade records indicate that stocks of softwood 
at the end of 1938 were estimated to be over 
880.000 standards. It is perhaps relevant to 
mention also that the amount of softwood 
imported in the years 1936 and 1937 averaged 
over two million standards. 


The figures show that the results of 
Government buying for the 1950 season have 
fully justified the apprehension earlier ex- 
pressed by the Federation and by the timber 
trade itself.. If private trading is able to 
make a reasonable contribution, the total 
imports for 1951 should show a welcome in- 
crease over those of 1950. While it is hoped 
that more timber in suitable sizes will be- 
come available, the building industry will be 
vitally concerned in the price which it will 
have to pay, and the jndications are-that tim- 
ber prices. will be substantially higher in 
1951. 


Materials Prices—In December, 1949, 
the Ministry of Works price index for all 
building materials stood at 210 (average 
January-September, 1939, = 100). By Novem- 
ber, 1950, the index had reached 226, an 
increase of 16 points in 11 months. This 
tise in the price of building materials is 
greater than in any year since 1947, but it 
has, nevertheless, not been so great as in 
the case of wholesale prices genérally. 


The main factors which have influenced 
the trend of building material prices during 
the year have been the increases in coal prices 
and transport costs, devaluation and stock- 
piling for strategic purposes. 


According to the second report of the Gird- 
wood Committee the general rise in material 
costs has more than nullified the savings in 
labour costs resulting from improved output 
and economies in design and specification. 


Organisation and Efficiency of the Industry 


The Report refers to the publication of 
the Working Party and the Anglo-American 
Productivity team reports, the recommenda- 
lions of which, although reached entirely in- 
dependently, were broadly comparable, and 
comments: “‘ Although the trades unions were 
fully and strongly represented on both the 
iivestigating bodies and although the 
feports were both unanimous, there is no 
suggestion in either of them that any funda- 
mental change in the organisation and struc- 
lure of the industry is required. In particu- 
lar, the Working Party does not seem to have 
thought it necessary to comment on the prac- 
liability of any propagandist proposals for 

Nationalisation of the industry such as 
lose subsequently produced at the annual 
conference of the National Federation of 
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Building Trades Operatives. In short, while 
critical of the present low level of produc- 
tivity in the British building industry in com- 
parison both with, that achieved in this 
country before the war and also with that of 
the American industry, it is recognised that 
the conditions under which we4have been 
operating since 1945 have been such as to 
make any more rapid progress a matter of 
extreme difficulty.” 

Details are given of the action taken by 
the Federation in respect of those sections 
of the reports which call for modifications 
or revisions of present practices. The Federa- 
tion recognises the responsibility of bui!ding 
owners and of the architectural profession 
to reach finality in regard to their require- 
ments in any proposed building project before 
tender stage. It also recognises the import- 
ance of the early supply to the contractor 
of all necessary information, including the 
full working drawings. Provided with that 
information, the main contractor must assume 
full responsibility for the organisation of the 
work and the co-ordination of the sub- 
contracts, for which a suitable costing system 
and (in normal conditions) a time and pro- 
gress schedule are requisite. 


In regard to costing systems the Federa- 
tion has commissioned a prominent firm of 
accountants to prepare a booklet which will 
be of assistance to members in establishing 
an appropriate system or in improving exist- 
ing systems. 

The Federation welcomes the Working 
Party’s recommendations in favour of more 
general adherence to the Standard Form of 
Building Contract and its use by local autho- 
rities without amendment and also the warn- 
ing against unnecessary multiplication of 
nominated sub-contractors, but does not 
favour the suggestion of the American team 
that the Standard Method of Measurement 
might be simplified. There has been less 
unanimity on the desirability of increasing, 
as the Working Party advocated, the present 
figure above which the Federation’s National 
Quantities Rules requires that bills of quan- 
tities must be provided. 


Housing 

The Housing Programme.—The Report 
points out that housing generally, and par- 
ticularly the size of the housing programme, 
has tended increasingly to become a party 
political issue and in the later months of the 
year, following the Conservative Party Con- 
ference, there has been pressure from the 
Opposition for the raising of the annual pro- 
gramme to 300,000. The Report quotes from 
the annual report of the Federation of Regis- 
tered House-Builders, which is affiliated to 
the National Federation, as follows:— 


“The test facing the private house-builder 
may well be whether, with greater freedom 
and sufficient materials, he can, within a 
reasonably short period, produce houses at 
an additional rate of 100,000 a year with a 
head of labour not substantially in excess 
of that devoted to house-building at the 
present time. The crux of the problem is 
materials. Given an ample supply of these 
and the consequent rise in output, and given 
the scope which would enable him to develop 
estates instead of building piece-meal, there 
is no doubt that the private house-builder 
would make a substantial and ever-increas- 
ing contribution.” 

Housing Licensing. — Recalling _ the 
arrangement whereby licences may be trans- 
ferred from one local authority to another, 
the Report states that a number of local 
authorities have intimated their willingness 
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to do this, but other authorities have refused 
to do so. Members and local associations 
of the Federation are urged “ to make every 
effort to persuade their local authorities to 
take advantage of these arrangements wher- 
ever it would enable a larger number of 
houses to be built privately.” 


Labour Relations 


During 1950 the policy of the Federation 
in this sphere had continued to aim at pro- 
moting:—(i) Stability of -employment con- 
ditions; (ii) the timely removal of any genuine 
grievances; (iii) good job organisation (in- 
cluding welfare arrangements); and (iv) the 
devising of positive incentives to better indi- 
vidual output. 

The Report records:—“ It can be said that, 
by adherence to the foregoing main lines of 
policy much of the disorganisation which 
followed the war has been overcome and 
that there has indeed been notable improve- 
ment in several directions.” 

Incentives.—Reference is made in the 
Report to the Joint Settlement on Incentives 
reached towards the end of the year. That 
Settlement recorded that, in the experience 
of both sides, well-organised schemes have 
resulted in higher production as well as 
higher earnings and introduced new joint 
machinery for fostering the adoption of 
sound schemes of bonus payments related to 
output. The Report emphasises that the 
main task must be to ensure (i) that the 
nationally agreed principles are well under- 
stood both by firms and operatives; (ii) that 
bonusing arrangements on a satisfactory basis 
(yielding higher earnings for higher output) 
become the general practice, 


Exhibition Stand Erection—It is recalled 
that in the autumn of 1949 some disturbance 
was caused by strikes at the chief exhibition 
halls and it became clear that some local 
union organisers were trying to extort un- 
reasonable terms of employment under -their 
separate agreement with the Association of 
Exhibition Contractors. The Report states: 
“Your Executive Committee took the view 
that the general interest of the building in- 
dustry justified an attempt by the major 
bodies in the industry to assist the parties 
to settle their difference. Later the N.F.B.T.O. 
also adopted this view.... A new form of 
agreement having been approved by the 
executives of the employer and operative 
bodies concerned was signed and began to 
operate in December, 1950.” 


Contract Matters 


R.I.B.A. Standard Form of Contract.— 
Details are given in the Report of an inquiry 
made by the Federation during the year to 
ascertain the extent to which local authori- 
ties have adopted the R.I.B.A. Standard Form 
of Contract for their building works. A ques- 
tionnaire was sent to all county councils, 
metropolitan boroughs, municipal corpora- 
tions and urban and rural district councils. 
Replies were received from 83 per cent. of 
the authorities circularised. The results of 
these inquiries, which were published shortly 
after the issue of the Working Party Report, 
in which appeared the recommendation 
“ that local authorities in England and Wales 
should wherever practicable use the R.I.B.A. 
form without variation,” revealed that 77 per 
cent. of all local authorities have adopted 
this form for their building works. Of the 
41 hospital boards and nationalised indus- 
tries’ boards circularised, 28 replied that it 
was their practice to use the Standard Form, 
showing that progress had been made with 
these bodies also. 
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The figure of 69,268 copies of the con- 
tract forms sold during 1949/1950 repre- 
sents an increase of 35 per cent. on the 
figure of 51,276 for the vear ended March 31. 
1948. 


Education and Training 


Apprenticeship.—In noting the increased 
proportion of registered apprentices who 
completed their apprenticeship in the 12 
months ended September 30, the Report 
points out that while the Federation wel- 
comes this trend, it takes the view that “ the 
issue of Completion Certificates by the 
B.A.T.C. can only be supplementary to the 
old-established practice of the master (and 
nowadays the representative) endorsing the 
apprentice’s actual Deed of Indenture. Such 
endorsements must continue to be recognised 
as the most appropriate evidence of the 
satisfactory completion of an apprentice- 
ship.” 

Training—The Education and Training 
Committee has given special attention dur- 
ing 1950 to the question of training for the 
various grades of the industry and to the 
facilities and qualifications which are avail- 
able. A conference on this subject held in 
London in May afforded an opportunity for 
dicussing training matters. It is understood 
that similar conferences are being planned 
in other regions. 

Training of General Foremen.—The 
Standing Committee on the Training of 
General Foremen is anxious to extend train- 
ing to levels of supervision other than those 
catered for by the present rather exacting 
general foremanship course, introduced in 
1948, which sets a higher standard than is 
everywhere necessary. “In this connection,” 
says the Report, “the Committee has been 
considering whether a course could not be 
devised for the owner-manager or foreman 
of the small jobbing and: maintenance busi- 
ness and whether some modified form of the 
present course could not be approved for 
schools in areas where there is little demand 
for the type of general foreman who must 
possess the wide experience required by the 
full coutse. The Committee has already 
enlisted the co-operation of two schools in 


London which have agreed to run experi-’ 


mental courses of this sort.” 


The President 


THIS year’s president of the National Fed- 
eration of Building Trades Employers. 
Councillor Stephen Hudson, is a director of 
the firm of Robert Hudson and Sons (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., of Sunderland. He repre- 
sents the third generation of his family in 
the business, which was founded by his 
grandfather in 1872. The firm carries out a 
wide variety of general contract work such 
as shops and office blocks, churches, civil! 
engineering works in connection with ship- 
yards and a certain amount of local 
authority housing work. 


He was president of the Sunderland Asso- 
ciation in 1935 and again in 1936 and 1937, 
and was elected president of the Northern 
Counties Federation in 1948. In 1949, Mr. 
Hudson was elected as a junior vice-presi- 
dent of the National Federation and at the 
N.F.B.T.E. Annual General Meeting on 
January 26, 1950, was elected senior vice- 
president. 


In addition to his own business, Mr. Hud- 
son is a director of the North of England 
Building Society and was formerly chairman 
of the Wearside Housing Association. 


‘(Mitcham), 
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A man of varied interests, Mr. Hudson 
has been the Councillor for the Thornhill 
Ward of Sunderland since 1944 and as Con- 
servative candidate contested the Sunderland 
North division in the General Election of 
February, 1950. He is a member of the 
Sunderland Rotary Club and has been hon. 
treasurer of the Durham-road Methodist 


Church since 1941. He is also the hon. 
organist at this church. 
In earlier years Mr. Hudson played 


Rugby football regularly for Sunderland and 
for Durham County. On retirement from 
active footballing, he was a Rugby referee 
and is now a keen golfer and badminton 
player. During World War II he served 
as a part-time company officer in the 
National Fire Service. 


The Senior Vice-President 

THIS year’s senior vice-president of the 
National Federation, Mr. J. Ian Robertson. 
F.1.0.B., is a director of Thomas Lowe and 
Sons, Ltd., building and civil engineering 
contractors, of Burton-on-Trent. The firm. 
which has branches in London and Birming- 
ham, was founded in 1825 and Mr. Robert- 
son represents the fourth generation of the 
family to be connected with it. His elder 
son joined the firm this year, making the 
fifth generation in direct descent from the 
founder. 


Mr. Robertson, who is 44, was educated 
at Pembroke Lodge, Bournemouth, and 
Clifton College and has a long record of 
service to the industry. In 1937 he was 
president of the Burton-on-Trent Associa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers and in 
1939 he was elected junior vice-president of 
the Midland Federation, but owing to his 
absence during the war election to the 
presidency was delayed until 1947. 


Since 1946 Mr. Robertson has been a 
member of the Midland Regional Joint 
Committee for the Building Industry and 
became its chairman in 1948. He is also a 
member of the Joint Advisory Committee to 
No. 9 Region of the Ministry of Works. 


Before the war Mr. Robertson played 
hockey for Burton, and since 1945 one of 
his principal interests, apart from building 
matters, has been motoring; his old open 
Bentley has been a familiar sight at several 
of the national and regional summer meet- 
ings of the Federation. For some years he 
served on the committee of the Derby 
Motor Club which organised car and motor- 
cycle races at Donnington Park. 


L.M.B.A. AREA CHAIRMEN 
Appointments for 1951 


THE FOLLOWING have been elected chair- 
men of the L.M.B.A.’s 11 areas for 1951:— 
Central No. 1, W. H. Lugg (W. Lugg and 
Co.); Central No. 2, C. K. Tavener (C. 
Tavener and Son, Ltd.); Central No. 3, 
B. L. Morgan, J.P. (Wm. Loweth and 
Sons, Ltd.); Central No. 4, L. Luckett (F. 
Luckett and Sons, Ltd.); Central No. 5, 
Arthur Styles. 


Northern, G. W. Reed (George Reed and 
Sons, Ltd.); North-Eastern, F. R. Clemens 
(W. J. Clemens); North-Western, A. E. A. 
Prowting (A. E. A. Prowting, Ltd.); 
Southern Area, D. G. Howard (M. Howard 
Ltd.); South-Eastern, K. J. 
Pearce (Pearce Bros. (Builders), Ltd.); 
South-Western, A. E. King (Kings (B.D.J.), 
Ltd.). 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
APPRENTICES 
Southern Counties F.B.T.E. Lunch 


NHE need for a strong annual recruitment 
of young men of the best type if the 
building industry was to continue {9 
function as an efficient service to the 
nation was emphasised by Mr. _ Rober 
O. Lioyp, President of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
at the luncheon of the Southern Coup. 
ties Federation of Building Trades En, 
ployers in London on January 26. “We 
can only ensure this by taking every pos. 
sible step to increase and improve the oppor. 
tunities the industry offers for training and 
technical advancement. To-day, — these 
opportunities are already such that any youth 
with the desire to make headway need have 
no hesitation in choosing building as a 
career,” said Mr. Lloyd. Constant atten- 
tion was being given to the further exten- 
sion and development of the courses of in- 
struction in the various grades, and building 
employers would carry on with their good 
work until the facilities available for edu- 
cation and training were second to none, Mr, 
Lloyd added. 

Earlier, Mr. E. R. Bowyer, J.P., presi- 
dent of the Southern Counties Federation, 
in proposing the toast of the “ National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers,” 
criticised those who, he said, preferred to 
plan instead of to lead. “Let the builders 
build,” he declared, “let the Government 
govern; may the planners plan only them- 
selves out of existence. We look to the 
nation’s rulers to ensure that the life-blood 
of our industry is made to circulate once 
again—I refer to essential materials, bricks, 
cement, timber, steel, etc. It is fantastic that, 
although cement and steel are being pro- 
duced in greater quantities than ever before, 
we are not assured of supplies in an adequate 
and continuous flow.” 

In appreciation of his services as legal 
adviser to the Southern Counties Federation 
during the past 27 years, the presentation 
of a cigarette case was made to Mr. R. L. 
Mason. A présentation was also made to 
Mr. Bowyer, who was elected president for 
the second year in succession. 


OBITUARY 
E. J. MacRae, F.R.I.B.A. 

We regret to record the death recently 
of Mr. Ebenezer James MacRae, F.S.A., 
F.R.1.B.A., who until 1946 was City Architect 
of Edinburgh. Mr. MacRae went to Edin- 
burgh about 45 years ago and gained all his 
architectural training and experience in that 
city. He joined the staff of the Corporation 
in the department of the City Superintendent 
of Works in 1908. 

During his ten years as City Architect he 
was responsible for the erection of a num- 
ber of new buildings for various depart- 
ments. Among them were the Portobello 
Power Station for the Electricity Depatt- 
ment, the City Chambers extension, Heriot 
Watt College extension, nurses’ home at Ban- 
gour Hospital, new washhouses, and new 
housing and reconstruction work. After his 
retirement in 1946, Mr. MacRae completed 
his report on Old Edinburgh and how it can 
be preserved. 


J. Mathison, L.R.I.B.A., F.R.LC.S. 

We regret to record the death on January 
16 last of Mr. Joseph Mathison, L.R.I.B.A.. 
F.R.LC.S., of Effingham, Surrey. He became 
a licentiate of the R.I.B.A. on being trans 
ferred from the Society of Architects. 
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LAW REPORTS 


Interim Injunction Granted 


CHANCERY DIVISION. 
BerorE MR. JusTICE ROXBURGH. 


Henry Hemmings, Ltd., v. George 
Hemmings, Ltd. 


BEFORE Mr. Justice Roxburgh in the 
Chancery Division on January 26, Mr. 
M. G. Hewins, for Henry Hemmings, Ltd., 
builders and public works contractors, of 
Brigstock-road, Thornton Heath, moved for 
an interim injunction to restrain George 
Hemmings, Ltd., of Brigstock-road, Thorn- 
ton Heath, from carrying on business under 
that name, or any other name which included 
the name Hemmings, or so closely resem- 
bling the name of the plaintiff company as 
to be calculated to mislead or deceive the 
public into the belief that the defendant 
company was the .same as the plaintiff 
company. 

Mr. Hewins said the plaintiff company 
was incorporated in 1924 to take over a 
business which had been carried on since 
1910 by Mr. Henry Hemmings, who was the 
father of Mrs. Fitzsimmonds, the chairman 
and principal shareholder of the plaintiff 
company. Mr. Henry Hemmings also had a 
son, Mr. George Edward Hemmings, who 
promoted the defendant company in Febru- 
ary, 1950. The father died in 1949 when 
Mr. George Edward Hemmings was a direc- 
tor of the plaintiff company. Probate pro- 
ceedings With respect to the father’s will 
in 1949 were settled on certain terms, one 
of which was that George Edward Hemmings’ 
shares in the plaintiff company were pur- 
chased by the executors at the expense of 
Mr. Fitzsimmonds, the residuary legatee, for 
£6,500. The objects of the defendant com- 
pany were almost identical with those of 
the plaintiff company, and it had established 
business premises alongside those of the 
plaintiffs. 


Mr. Harold Brown, for the defendants, 
said Mr. George Edward Hemmings was a 
director and genera! manager of the plain- 
tif company until 1949. The substantial 
work done by the defendant company was 
with the South Eastern Gas Board and 
Croydon Corporation, and it had not ob- 
tained work by the use of the name Hem- 
mings or by confusion. Mr. George Edward 
Hemmings did not want to be associated 
in business with Mrs. Fitzsimmonds, and he 
never had any intention to mislead the pub- 
lic in any way. 

Mr. Brown said there was no suggestion 
that the defendant company had filched any 
of the business of the plaintiff company. 
There could be no confusion in the placing 
of contracts with a gas board and a 
corporation. 


His lordship said he ought not to reach a 
final conclusion on the mere hearing of the 
motion. For the purposes of the motion 
he must treat the defendants’ conduct as 
being bona fide. The question whether de- 
fendants deliberately sought to create de- 
ception or not, might have to be investi- 
gated at the trial of the action. Confusion 
had arisen and as a reasonable half-way 
house, to prevent irreparable injury to either 
side, his lordship said he would restrain the 
defendant company until the trial of the 
action from carrying on business under the 
name George Hemmings, Ltd., or any other 
name which included the name Hemmings 
Without distinguishing itself from Henry 
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Hemmings, Ltd. The costs of the motion 
would be plaintiffs’ costs in the action. 

His lordship refused a stay pending an 
appeal. 

Sub-Contractors’ Successful Claim 
KiNG’s BENCH DIVISION. 
BEFORE Mr. JUSTICE SLADE. 


E. Chuter, Ltd., v. Taylor Bros. 
(London), Ltd. 


J UDG MENT for E. Chuter, Ltd., of Tri- 
e angle Chambers, East Sheen, S.W., for 
£87 5s. they claimed was due under an agree- 
ment to supply and erect asbestos sheeting 
for the defendants, Taylor Bros. (London), 
Ltd., builders and constructional engineers, 
of Emerson-street, Southwark, S.E., at a fac- 
tory the defendant company was construci- 
ing at West Drayton, was entered by Mr. 
Justice Slade in the King’s Bench Division 
on January 22. 

Plaintiffs said the agreement was dated in 
October, 1949. Materials were delivered to 
the site, but on about October 29 the agree- 
ment was cancelled by the defendants. It 
was stated. that the owners of the factory 
under construction were a firm called M. B. 
Acheson, Ltd., the defendant company being 
the main contractors for the work and the 
plaintiffs sub-contractors they employed. 

Mr. Justice Slade, giving judgment, said 
the defendant company did not dispute that 
a contract was made by them with E. Chuter, 
Ltd., for the execution of the work, but con- 
tended that it was an express oral term that 
the plaintiffs should not approach M. B. 
Acheson, Ltd., either directly or through 
any third party, either in respect of matters 
arising out of the contract or any other work 
which might arise in connection with the fac- 
tory premises which the defendants were 
constructing as the main contractors. 

The only dispute between the parties was 
whether the contract contained the extra 
term, the defendants alleging that the plain- 
tiff company did approach M. B. Ache- 
son, Ltd. 

After referring to evidence in the case, 
his lordship said he was not satisfied that 
the term was ever mentioned at all, and 
still less that it was a term of the contract. 
He was satisfied that Mr. R. Saunders, of the 
plaintiff company, would have recollected it 
had a somewhat unusual stipulation of that 
kind ‘been put to him. 

He had no doubt that it was normal routine 
in the building trade for a sub-contractor 
not to communicate directly or indirectly 
with the ‘building owner or his architect, 
and that this was so well-known that every- 
one in the trade would think it was an 
improper thing to do. The contentions that 
it was an implied term of the contract or 
incorporated “in accordance with the cus- 
tom of the trade” also failed. 

If he had found that there was such a 
term, the onus would rest upon the defend- 
ants to prove that there was a breach of it. 
Mr. B. Hanman, of the plaintiff company, 
denied that he ever approached Mr. Acheson 
at all, and said that on one occasion he 
received a telephone call from the architect. 
The line was bad, the architect spoke with 
a strong foreign accent, and as a result he 
was asked to meet him in London. That 
was the only thing which-could possibly be 
described as a breach. 

Mr. Justice Slade described an alleged 
“confession” by Mr. Hanman “as bearing 
the stamp of a completely improbable hap- 
pening as he could conceive,” and said he 
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had no hesitation in accepting Mr. Hanman’s 
evidence and rejecting the evidence given on 
behalf of the defendant company. “If I 
had found it was a term of the contract, 
and that there was a breach of it,” his lord- 
ship concluded, “I should not have had the 
slightest hesitation in holding that it was a 
breach which did not go to the root of the 
contract.” 

Plaintiffs were awarded costs on the county 
court scale. 


Workman’s Fall from Roof 
KING'S BENCH DIVISIONAL CourRT. 
BEFORE THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. 


Redcar (N. Riding) Magistrates v. 
Dorman Long and Co., Ltd. 


THE King’s Bench Divisional Court, on 
January 18, allowed, with costs, an appeal 
by Messrs. Dorman Long and Company, 
Ltd., against the decision of Redcar (North 
Riding) Magistrates last July imposing a £50 
fine and costs on them in proceedings arising 
from the death of a contractor’s workman 
who fell through a roof at the Redcar Iron 
and Steel Works, Warrenby. The workman 
—Thomas Butterwick (42), of Beresford- 
crescent, Middlesbrough—was stripping a 
corrugated sheet roof at the works with two 
other men on February 2, 1950, when he 
stepped back upon a sheet and fell. 

The magistrates found that Messrs. 
Dorman Long had contravened the Factories 
Act by failing to provide safe means of 
access to Butterwick’s place of work. It was 
contended by the company that at the time 
of the accident Butterwick had reached his 
place of work, and that he stepped back in 
the course of his work, not to gain access 
to it. 

The Lord Chief Justice (Lord Goddard), 
giving judgment, said the Court appreciated 
the reasons which the magistrates gave for 
their decision—that they were entirely 
governed by a decision in a previous case. 
But they had not had cited to them a case 
in the Court of Appeal by which decision 
the Court was bound. From that decision 
it seemed to his lordship that in the present 
case the company had not committed the 
offence for which they were summoned. 
There was nothing to show that the means 
of access was unsafe, although it seemed that 
the place where Butterwick was working was 
unsafe. : 


CLINKER BLOCK 
MANUFACTURERS 
Annual Lunch and Meeting 


THE reduction in housing costs was one 
of the greatest difficulties facing the 
building industry and those requiring homes, 
said Dr. T. W. Parker, of the Building 
Research Station, when he spoke at the 
second annual luncheon of the Federation 
of Clinker Block Manufacturers, held in 
London, on January 23. He considered that 
a greater use in the industry of the clinker 
block was a method of achieving such a 
reduction. It was important, he said, that 
the designers and builders should know the 
capabilities of the materials they were hand- 
ling and, for this purpose, urged the Federa- 
tion to give their advisory leaflets the widest 
circulation to architects and builders. Speak- 
ing of the co-operation which exists between 
the Federation and the Building Research 
Station, Dr. Parker expressed the hope that 
they would continue to work closely together 
on all technical developments. 
Mr. E. G. SHACKLE THOMAS, chairman of 
B.LD. Pricing Committee, said tha* although 
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the Federation was young in years it was 
already doing a very good job of work in 
the important question of quality. To-day, 
he said, if a merchant bought blocks from 
a member of the Federation he knew he 
would obtain a product of a_ recognised 
standard of quality. 

Mr. H.. RUDEBECK, president of the 
Federation, emphasised that their aim was to 
offer a first-class product and a first-class ser- 
vice to their customers. 

At the annual general meeting which fol- 
lowed the luncheon, Mr. H. Rudebeck (Con- 
crete Slab Co., London, Ltd.) was re-elected 
president and Mr. L. Herring (Atlas Stone, 
Ltd.), vice-president. 


DOMESTIC FUEL POLICY 


M.O.H. Circular on Economy in Private 
Houses Built under Licence 


HE Ministry of Health have issued a 

circular (7/51) to all housing authori- 

ties with the object of ensuring that private 

persons buiiding under licence should not 

adopt less efficient standards than those 

laid down for solid fuel appliances in local 
authority houses in circular 170/48. 

The installation of modern appliances in 
new houses is considered so important a 
part of fuel economy that the Minister of 
Health thinks this is a factor which local 
authorities could properly and ought to 
take into account in considering proposals 
from private developers. The Minister 
accordingly requests that all housing 
authorities at the earliest stage in licensing 
procedure should inform applicants that 
they expect houses built under licence to 
comply with modern standards of domestic 
heating, and, consequently, that, in con- 
sidering applications, they will require to 
know what are the developer’s proposals 
for heating by solid fuel. ° 

Local authorities shouid, therefore, ensure 
that the types specified are among those in- 
cluded in the list of ‘“ Recommended 
Domestic Solid Fuel Appliances,” issued 
by the Coal Utilisation Joint Council, 13, 
Grosvenor - gardens, S.W.1. Appliances 
recommended for local authority housing 
by the Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research and by the Ministry of Fuel 
and Power, and more expensive types which 
attain a standard of efficiency at least as 
high as these, are included in the list. 

Where work of conversion or adaptation 
includes the installation of solid fuel heat- 
ing appliances, local authorities should 
similarly ensure that the types specified are 
included in the recommended list. If a 
prospective developer wishes to install an 
appliance not on this list, the local 
authority, if in doubt about the suitability 
of the appliance, may consult the Principal 
Regional Officer, who will be prepared to 
give advice on the question. 

The arrangements under which new con- 
sumers wishing to use gas, oil or fuel 
oil are required to obtain the permission 
of the Ministry of Fuel and Power have 
been withdrawn, and the provision of a 
supply of these fuels is now a matter for 
arrangement between the consumer and his 
oil supplier. Paragraph 3 of circular 
69/50 is accordingly withdrawn. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Ground Sulphur Price Increase 
The Board of Trade have made an 


Order, which came into effect on January. 


29, 1951, permitting an increase of £3 Is. 6d. 
per ton on maximum prices of all grades of 
ground sulphur. 


THE BUILDER 


BALLAST INDUSTRY 
Wages Agreement 


AT A MEETING of the National Council for 
the Ballast and Sand Industry, held on Janu- 
ary 22, the following decisions were reached: 
1. Adjustments in Wage Rates. That imme- 
diately after the pay-day in week ending 
February 3, 1951 


(a) the basic rates for wages shall be as 


follows:— 

sa. 
Class 1A 2 5 per hour 
Clase? .., 2 44 per hour 
Class 2A 2 4 per hour 
Ciess:s.... 2 34 per hour 


(b) wage rates for “C” class licence drivers 
shall be as follows:— 
Drivers of Vehicles 
under 12 tons Gross 
Laden Weight 


Drivers of Vehicles 
over 12 tons Gross 
Laden Weight 


s. d s. d 
Class 1A 2 73 29 
Class 2 2 7 2 81 
Class 2A 2 6} 2% 
Class 3 j 2 6} 2 
(c) rates of payment for watchmen shall be 
as follows:— 
sd: 

Class 1... ; : ‘ 15 O per shift 
Class 2 and 2A ; 14. 6 per shift 
Class 3 iia si i 14 O per shift 

2. Existing Higher Rate. That those 


employers already operating a higher basic 
wage in accordance with Clause 7(7) of the 
Wages Agreement may be exempted from 
such portion of the above increase as is 
already in operation. 

Further details of these decisions can be 
obtained on application to the Employers’ 
Secretary, National Joint Council for the 
Ballast and Sand Industry, 48, Park-street, 
London, W.1. 


Vauxhall’s Millionth Vehicle 

At 11.30 a.m. on January 11 the millionth 
vehicle produced by Vauxhall Motors in the 
last 20 years—a Big Bedford 7-ton lorry—— 
came off the assembly lines in the Luton 
factory. 


a 








Smooth-running 
space-saving efficiency makes 
KING SLIDING DOOR GEAR 
a basic aid in modern building 


"T#ousanps of sliding door installations in 

modern factories, schools, hospitals, 
farms, houses and garages glide on KING 
door gear. There’s good reason. KING 
fittings are precision-engineered. Every set, 
from massive power-operated gear to light- 
weight domestic installations, incorporate 
‘plus’ features developed by solid engineer- 
ing experience to give silky-smooth action 
and long, trouble-free life. Write for booklet 
showing the range and applications of KING 
door gear, and the name of your nearest 
stockist. 





SLIDING DOOR GEAR 





Write for illustrated booklets to:— 
GEO. W. KING LIMITED, 202 WORKS, 
HITCHIN, HERTS. TEL.: HIT@GHIN 960 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Tenders for Flats Accepted 

Liverpool Housing Committee have 
accepted three tenders from the Netherto, 
Building and Construction Co., Ltd., Church. 
road, Litherland, as follows: Twelve flats, 
Northcote-street, £20,350; eighteen flats, 
Grey-street and Avison-street, £28,864 
thirty flats and four houses, Marsh-street 
and Miranda-street, £54,252. 


English Town Planning Traditions 

Dr. Helen Rosenau, who is a lecturer jp 
the History of Art in the Extra-Mural Depart. 
ment of London University, will be the nex 
speaker in the Third Programme's monthly 
“ Prospect” architectural review. She will 
give a recorded talk about “ Traditions jp 
English Town Planning” on February 4 


New Inventions in 1951 Exhibitions 

The Board of Trade have issued a 
certificate ‘that all the official Festival 
Exhibitions are exhibitions for the pur. 
poses of Section 51 (2) of the Patents Act, 
1949, and of Section 6 (2) of the Registered 
Designs Act, 1949. This means that the 
display or use of any new invention or 
design with the consent of the inventor or 
the proprietor of. the design, or the publi- 
cation of any description of the invention 
or design in consequence of such display 
or use, will not invalidate the grant of a 
patent or registration if an application is 
made to the Patent Office by the inventor 
or proprietor not later than six months 
after the opening date of the exhibition. 


Expenditure on Building Licensing 

The Ministry of Health will revise, as 
from April 1 next, the basis for calculating 
approved expenditure by local authorities on 
building licensing work to include an 
apportionment of the salaries of permanent 
staff engaged upon this work, other than 
chief officers of the authority and their 
deputies. Since April, 1947, salaries of 
permanent officers have been excluded from 
the calculation of approved additional ex- 
penditure on this work. The object of the 
change is to enable local authorities to 
adopt the most efficient and economical form 
of organisation, and thus save in man- 
power and public expenditure as a whole, 
irrespective of its incidence as between rates 
and taxes. 


Dividing the “ Industrial Cake ” 

Speaking at the annual staff dinner, in 
Birmingham, of C. Bryant and Son, Ltd., Mr. 
E. J. Bryant, chairman and joint managing 
director, described the division of the 
“industrial cake” as far as his firm was 
concerned. For every £1’s worth of work 
completed, materials and sub-contractors 
accounted for 13s. 8d. and wages for 4s. 24., 
leaving a balance of 2s. 2d. to cover staff 
salaries, bonuses, head office overheads, divi- 
dends and profit ploughed back into the 
business. The sums paid in dividends to 
the shareholders did not exceed 2d. in the £1 
and if this was paid in entirety to the build- 
ing trade personnel the increase would not 
exceed 14d. an hour. The dinner served 
to commemorate the completion by Mr. 
Bryant of 50 years’ continuous service with 
the firm, and also marked the opening of the 
new joinery works. Mr. F. Russon, F.1.0.B., 
joint managing director, who presented 
prizes to many of the firm’s apprentices for 
work done during the year, said that appren- 
tices were not coming forward in nearly 
sufficient numbers. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE [ :2s'2%5 


(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors) 
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* For Birkenhead, Liverpoo!,and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. O$d.; Labourers, 2s. 7d, In the case of London the rate beyond the |2-mile radiusis :— 


Coates. 3s. Od.; Labourers, 2s. 64d. 

¢ Plus 2d. per ‘working day. 

} This is the County rate a applies except where higher grades are stated, 

Nore .—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 

Women’s RATES.—in all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. id. per hour. Women introduced to 
carry out work other than craft processes, 1s. 9d. per hour. 
‘ For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 186. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS* 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. 
for smaller quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will of course be higher. 


the present time, prices of materials 
BRICKS, Etc. 


Om 
Nee 
aan 


First Hard Stocks .. 
Second Hard Stocks 
Mild Stocks ... 717: -¢6é 
All loaded free into lorry at the works, ‘The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
obtained from job to iob. 
At Maiden To Sites in West 


24-in. Nominal Lane Stn., Central District 
Phorpres Bricks. per | - per I, 
S. * 4, 
Commons 80 % 92 0 
92 vu 


— (No del. “at present Lon. > oe 
82 


Key 94 0 
Cellular Keyed (No del. “at present Lon. Stns. oe ° 
Rustics ... 10S 0 

Cellular Rustics(No del. at me oe Stns. a7 0 
Single Bullnose . 100 112 0 


Sandfaced ee ap, 9 132 0 
Cortex Facing Brick... 95 u al 0 , 
s. d. 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.) 1910 0 
Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) 20 3 0 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) __.. 17 18 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (Del. London Sites) 812 6 
Uxbridge Whites (Del. London Sites) - 616 0 

Best Stourbridge “ Brick (London Stns.):— 

s. d. s. d. 
24 in. 5 | 3 in. oi 2 0 


Giazep Bricks {London Stns.). The prices given 
below are now subject to a percentage addition of 324 
per cent. for Best, and 274 per cent. for Second quality. 

Best White Ivory D’ble Stretchers ... 10 0 


and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers 48 10 0 
Stretcher 40 0 O Oneside&twoends 5410 0 
Headers 39 10 O Twosides &oneend 56 0 0 


Quoins, Bullnose Splays and Squints 52 0 0O 
& 44 in. Flats5S0 0 
Second Quality, £2 Os. per 1,000 less than best. Cream 
and buff, £2 Os. extra over white. Other colours, 
Hard Glaze, £5 10s. Od. extra over white. 

Haulage to site 20s. 1,000. 


PARTITION SLABS. 


Delivered Central London Area 
HOLLOW CLAY PARTITION BLOCKS 





London Brick Company { 

Minimum Lorry Loads. Keyed se 

2” per yd. sup. oe ay. SO eine teed tilbanks sussscios : 
en > ee 3 6 
: 108° Pao onus 42 
* 3 cavity) per yd. sup. 80 yds. . - 

» 75 + 9 

Halt blocks add 2s. per yard super ‘to “above prices. 


CLINKER CONCRETE. 
x“ 29 


= r yd. sup. 3” per yd. sup. 3 9 
24° , be 4” 49 








3 7 - 
J. H. Sankey and Son. “Cranham”’ 

2” per yd. super 49 

ee 7 S$ 2 

3 6 0 

44° e + 2 

Delivered site London. 
STONE. 

BatH STONE— s. d. 
EINES PRK ccccsccsatdsccsies $7 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground . 6 7 
Delivered in raifway  truc 

Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube. 
PorTLAND STONE— 
Brown Whitbed, in random biocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Dline Elms, S. Riy........scesssgeccssee perft.cube 6 4} 


Norte.—1!d. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 3d. beyond 30 ft. 
4 Woop SToNE— 
Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 
Pace vl blocks up to 3 ft. 3 in. long and not 
CUO BPC TE. nicessseven sec ver ft. cube 22 6 
Slabs—Random sizes sawn 2 sides, up to 
Sft. long and not over 15 ft. super. 
NUE Thi SOE onnsinnecccncechesivessecetees 7 
York Stone, Biur—Robin Hood Qféality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
30 ft. super)...........-.cccorsceees per ft. — 10 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto 1 
3in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
NE MEIAED counepenscamwensensiecen 
2 in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) 
14 in. to 2 in. ditto 
Harp York— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London 
Scrappled random blocks per ft. cube 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
40 ft. super) per ft. super 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto saat tae 12 9 
4 in. sawn two sides slabs cnemticng ; 
sizes) 








should be confirmed by inquiry. 
CEMENT. 


Best British Portland Cement. 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards site ......... per ton 
> EU DRONE GID sncccc cnc sccewisevexcosesoemnance ae 
In non-returnable paper bags charged a: 

12/- net per ton or -d. each net per -ack 

in lots of less than | ton. 

In non-returnable jute sacks chargeda 12 
per ton. 

In returnable jute sacks charged at the rate 
of 35/6 net per ton of cement of 1/94 ne 
per sack in lots of less than I ton. Credi 
on return at 1/6 net per sack. 

“ Ferrocrete”’ Rapid ‘Hardening Cemen 
at 6-ton loads and upwards site .........-- 
1- to 6-tons site 

In paper bags '2/— per ton extra. 

“ Aquacrete ’” Water Repellent cement, 31/6 
per ton on ordinary “ Blue Circle” 
prices. In paper bags, 12/— per ton extra. 

= Buff or Khaki ** Colorcrete’’ in 6-ton 

SOREL: incamnudenaspungndicensh tess sekscditonnsetoeness© 

In paper bags, 12/— per ton extra. 

Other colours, according to colour. In 4- 
ton lots from 172/- to 396/- per ton 
(including paper bags). 

“* Snowcrete’’ White a Cement (In 

PUI IIININED ..-. c,..\ncecocatasenessesentene 
J ea See 
“417” Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 

Delivered Site London Area in 6-ton lots 

III 4b S6sic05ocuconcpbacca~escvevekens 

In paper bags 12/- per ton extra. 

Super Cement (Waterproof) in London Area 
31/6 per ton above Portland Cement, plus 


bags. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish...£7 19s. 6d. to 
(1-ton lots and upwards, including cos: 
of paper bags). 
Ciment Fondu. High aluminous cement, 
One ton lots and up 226/6 ton. Paper bays 
12/- ton, 


: £ os. 
Parian Cement 8 12 


rowt. 


Standard ew a- 


d. | 


39 0 


o- 


d. £ 
3 Keen’s Cement, White8 
i 


Pink 8 


PLASTER. 


Coarse, Pink 


£ s.d. 
517 0O Sirapite Coarse 
White 6 5 0 


Finish 


Above prices for 1-ton loads and over London 


Hydrated Lime 
6-ton 1Ots.......++ 


Blue Lias Lime, 

inc. bags 6- 

ton lots ... 5 17 
Granite Chips, 

6-ton lots 2 2. 0 


Lump, Lime, 6- 
ton lots 


Hair, per cwt.... 
Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags £4 2s. Od., 


lots at railway depot. 


£ 
6 
6 


4 
4 


0} 


Ss 
cc 


1 6 


wv 
we 


a 
°o 


1 0 
4 6 
6-ton 











work 
on 


glass 


AYGEE timiteD 


100 Westminster Bridge Road, 
LONDON, S.E.1. 





3 in. ditto ditt 
2 in. self-facea random 





g per yd. super 20 9 





AYGEE 


England's largest Glazing Contractors 


WATerloo 6314 











Prices 


Owing to the exceptiona! circumstances which prevail at 
The prices of softwoods are for cash on delivery. 


PLASTER AND WALL BOARDS. 


Plaster (Gypsum) Boards, } in. thick, 600 yds. ang 
over in one delivery 1/94 sq. yard. 
Wall Boards—3 and 4 fi. wide, 6 to 12 ft., }in. thick. 
600 yds. and over in one delivery, 2/04 sq. yd. 
Carriage paid to site. 


SAND. 
D/D site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 










St. Pancras. sd 
SEMIN MEBANE. © ce sscassvecsiueskcoxesne per yd. 25 9 
Pit Ballast........ es ~ 16 0 
Pit Sand ..... = IS 2 
Washed Sand .. ® 17 0 
2 in. Shingle... 1S 2 
7 in. Broken Bri 17 6 
PI ins vcccccccicencesctascassavncent 8 6 
TILES. 
Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
BE TOE NOME CAN GD FOB oases sec cceccesevsnceacess Per 1,000 
f.o.r. London 
Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or £ 3s. a 
Staffordshire districts .........cecccccceceseee 10 5 6 
Ditto, hand-made, ditto 1229 
Ornamental ditto .............cecseee 1215 0 
Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made ... 100 
(per dozen) —Machine-made ...... 0 19 


Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility 


SLATES. 

First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc 
carriage paid in full — loads to London Rate Station. 
Per 1,000 actual . ¢@. 

24 by I 12 

22 by 12 
22 by 11 
20 by 12 
20 by 10 2 

Nore: Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 


Delivered in London 
M.O.H. 


S.D. Brs Cocks CrRuTCH HEAD, FOR IRON. 
4in. 72/9 jin. 108/— per doz. 
TotLet Bis Cocks FOR IRON. 
4in. 114/— jin. 171/- per doz. 
S.D. Stop Cocks For IRON. 











tin = in 1 in. 1} in. 14 in. 2 in. 
72/-. 111/— 189/- 312/- 468/- 840/- per doz 
S.D.S. Cocks witH Two UNIONS FoR LEAD. 
sin, Zin. lin. Iting tin. 2in 
102/-  150/— 312/- 408/- 642/- 1056/— per doz 
Dovurte Nut BoiLer Screws. 
sin. jin. 1 in. It in. I¢in. 2in. 
17/- 20/- 36/—- 68/- 108/- = 140/- per doz. 
; HEAVY “ee BALL VALVES. 
sin. 2 in, It in 14 in. 
97/- iso/- 263/- 394/- 570/- per doz. 
CAPS AND SCREWS. 
Itin. tin. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in 
23/6 33/- 41/-  79/- 107/-  139/- per doz 
Brass SLEEVES. 
Itin. 2in. 3in. 3hin. 4in. 
29/- 36/- 67/— 77/—  101/- per doz 
LEAD TRAPS WITH Brass CLEANING SCREWS 
1} x 6 lb. 14x 6 lb. 2x7 Ib. 3x7 lb. 
Lead P. 76/- 95/- 165/- 235/- per doz. 
Lead S. 90/- 118/- 190/- 305/- per doz. 
So_peR.—Plumbers’ 4/3, Tinmen’s 5/6, Blow pige 
5/- per Ib. 
Copper Tubes Ib. Basis. 
Brass Tubes é Ib. Basis. 
Basis prices are ject to extras. 
GLUE. 
£ s@ 
Bett Scotch Glue....cccccccccceccecee per$cwr. 4 9 9 
ACI COTES: ‘aesccaencacassucsiesuasccs 28 Ib. 200 
VARNISHES, Etc. 
Per gafioa. 
Oak Varnish. Outside 1 7 0 
Fine do. .... ; { 3% 
Fine Copal pa 1n 0 
Pale Copal ce 115 0 
Floor Varnish’ .... Inside 1 io 0 
Fine Pale Paper . pe ris 0 
Hard Drying ale 66% 160 
Fine Hatd Drying Oak 110 0 
Fine Copal Varnish ..... 112 0 
st Do. oy 115 0 
Best Japan Gold Size 140 
Best Black Japan... 140 
eS ES ES ee Serrere 100 
Berlin Black ...... 1.6 0 
Knotting (patent) ........ 116 0 
French and Brush Polish : : : 


Liquid Dryers in Terebene . 





* The information given on these pages has been 
specially compiled for THe BurLper, and is copyright. 
The aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality ind quantity’ obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by thos 
who make use-of this information. Prices are subie2: 
to 2} per cent. cash discount: 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 


PAINTS, Etc. 
Ss 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 galls.) ........ per gallon 16 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 galls.) na 17 
Genuine White Lead (free kegs) cwt. 9 3 


Genuine White Lead Paint (tins free) gall. 2 9 
Genuine Red Lead wt. 
Putty (free packages) 


Size XD quality... 


CONCAm Oe 
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LEAD, Etc. 
Per t 
(Deliveries in London, 5 cwts.) £ ae 
Leap.—Sheet, English, 3 Ib. and up ...... 156 5 0 
Pipe in coils 
Soil pipe... . 
— pipe 171 0 0 





Nore.—Country delivery, 10s. per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt., 4s. per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 3s. per cwt. extra. Extra if cut to size. 
Old lead, ex-London area, per ton, £95 Os. Od. Buyers 
pay carriage. 














Turpentine substitute can be obtained and prices GLASS. 
vary according to quality from 3/10 gallon upwards. SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY. 
CUT S 
METALS. SIZES. Per ft. - 
Josts, Gmovers, &c., TO LONDON STATION. PER TON ‘i 
RS. Joists, cut and fitted...........ssecsee. » 28 0 -@ 
Plain Compound Girders . ...........scess0« £40 0 0 26- 7 
Stanchions «0.2.00... £48 0 0| > 9 
in Roof Work, Trusses and Puriins ...... £60 0 0| ENGLISH LLED PLATE AND FIGURED 


Note.—These prices are for standard pieces and not 
special pieces of an awkward nature. 


amp : STEEL ROUNDS. — Ex London Stock per 





CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 
Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. Per ft. 
Rolled plate, 4 in. 7 
Rough cast, 3/16 in..... see whi 8 
pO OS SS eae 8 














< ." . Diameter. p > . net ever and Cathedral white Tk 
a igure rolled, and Cathedral! tinted . 
30 8 0 %in. to 2% in. 28 3 0] Rolled sheet ................. nhc walehaitien a ae 
—- = hooden 4 fe tan Cross Reeded 
evron Ree oe ren 9} 
W.I. TUBES. 
a. — is the same price as rough cast oe 
Galv. Class A. List price, less 8 pre. d. 
- a a Wire cast, } in. thick 94 
ae” S .” Nei. 33 Georgian Wired Cast .... 10 
. * B. : 224 ” HOLLOW GLASS BLOCKS. s. d. 
: Cc. ° ” 5 ” P.B. 2—5# in. x 53 in. x 3} in. 2 6 each net. 
a. Fiate-Rounp Gurrers.—London "Prices ex- i 33-71 xiii bg xi ~ ; = ” 
orks, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. Stop Radiused Corner Brick to match up wit 
ead ee. = es Q aK ‘ $ 
2/6 14. P.B. 32 ie “Se ® 
it ia TIMBER, “SOFTWOODS and 
a a HARDWOODS. 
Home GROwN TIMBER PRICES.—See Statut. Rule 
UTTERS. ‘ and Orders, 1947. No. 94, price 5d. net. oe ee 
2/i1l 9d. IMPORTED SOFTwoops PRICES.—See Statutory Rules 
2/11 1/- and Orders, 1949, No. 1079, price 1s. 1d. 
3/1 1/2 IMPORTED HARDWOODS PRICE.—See Statutory Rules 
3/6 1/4 and Orders, 1947, No. 1524, price Is. 1d. net. 
4/1 1/6 Note.—The above can be obtained from H.M. 





RAIN WATER PIPES. 


Per yd. in 6 fts. 





Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTep Soi. Prpes.—London Prices, ex-stock. 


Per yd. in 6 fts. 





L.C.C. Coatep DRAIN Pipe. 
ewt. qr. lb. per yard. Bends. Branches. 


in 9 fts. 
4in. 18 16/8 11/8 20/5 
6in 2 0 i 24/11 24/2 41/il 
+ Per ton basis 


eae torches Crown, seo ci Ss. &@ 
29 5 


Mon-Sun Marked Bars 


Mild Steel Ba 


Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
Angles. 
5/1 2/8 3/11 
5/5 3/1 4/8 
wee 6/- 3/10 5/8 
we 6/10 4/6 6/7 
ry 5/5 Wil 
NET PRICES. 


2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 


ipe. Bends. Branches. 
6/2 4/8 3/8 
6/5 5/3 7/- 
7/2 5/8 8/6 
8/- 7/- 9/9 
9/2 Wil 11/5 


in London. 





ote e ee eeeweeesecencess 























Mild Steél A al 
Ex-Merchant’s Stock 
© ton (two-ton) lots. 
Soft Steel Sheets C.R. and C.A. ey . £ a 
BIND sscceccncdeststvessesssvscbscauiareds 32 5 0 
24-gauge 33 10 O 
%-gauge ...... 3410 O 
Galvanised Corrugated Sheets, 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
meee sonsadabivetnte<cctendusedssudeastdic 8 
the ame 47 8 0 
aa snedeysidesqutusesuniidantuenauenana ia ae 3 
Galvanised Flat Sheets, C.R. and C.A.-= 
20-gauge 46 8 0 
juge 48 8 0 
uge ae ae 
* > 
¢ ‘ s. d. 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up, 1 ton lots .......+. 4115 vu 


ogtTAL hep gpnattoer mma ag Bon B.S. 
on application. ri etal Wind 
en Association, Ltd. Ki 


ALi Ner. 





Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 


CROFT ADAMANT. 


GRANITE CONCRETE 


SPUN PIPES 


























9 in. to 72 in. Diameter 
JUNCTIONS, BENDS, TAPERS, 
MANHOLES, GULLIES 


Particulars and Prices from— 


CROFT GRANITE, BRICK & CONCRETE 
CO. LTD, CROFT, Near. LEICESTER 


Telephone: NARBOROUGH 2261-2-3 


London Office: 7, VICTORIA ST., WESTMINSTER, S.W.1 
Telephone: Abbey 4802 


Branch Office: 
WEST BANK, WIDNES, Telephone: WIDNES 2656-7 
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TRADE NEWS 


Death of Mr. R. H. Ellis 


The death has occurred of Mr. R. H. 
Ellis, for many years a member of 
the office staff of Patman and Fothering- 
ham, Ltd., of Islington Park-street, London. 
N.1. 


Orchestra Canopy, The Royal Festival Hali 

The Airscrew Company and Jicwood, Ltd., 
Weybridge, Surrey, England, inform us that 
they were responsible for the construction of 
the orchestra canopy for the Royal Festival 
Hall, which was illustrated in our issue of 
January 19. 


Glass Units 

“ Facts about ‘Insulight’” is the title of 
a booklet produced by Pilkington Brothers, 
Ltd., St. Helens, Lancashire. In this bro- 
chure they explain that “ Insulight ” double 
glazing units are hermetically sealed window 
units composed of two panes of glass 
separated ‘by a metal spacer and a cell of 
dehydrated air. The brochure also contains 
information about the uses of these units 
and gives some concise technical data. 


New Building Material Developed 

A new structural material ealled “ Therma- 
lite,’ which is claimed to have the same 
universal application as bricks and also to 
have certain additional advantages ever 
them, has been developed in the laboratories 
of John Laing and Son, Ltd. It is described 
as a_ strong, weather-resistant, cellular 
material which combines both load-bearing 
properties and a high thermal insulating 
value. The raw material of Thermalite, 
which will shortly be in production, is a 
finely divided residue from the burning of 
pulverised fuel. This forms the basis of a 
slurry containing various aerating ingredients 
which are responsible for generating the cel- 
lular structure of the finished product. It 
is claimed that, owing to their light weight, 
Thermalite slabs and block (standard sizes 
18 in. by 9 in. by 3 in., and 18 in. by 9 in. 
by 6 in. respectively) can step up the rate 
of building considerably. 


“ Carry-Boom” for Placing Concrete 

The Ministry of Works Field Test Unit 
has been experimenting for some time with 
a boom for transporting concrete from the 
mixer to the foundations of a house, with 
successful results in speed and economy of 
labour. Frederick Parker, Ltd. of 
Leicester, have now entered into an agree- 
ment to manufacture and sell the equip- 
ment, and have named it the “Carry- 
Boom.” It has been specially developed to 
effect the carrying and placing of concrete 
more speedily and with a definite economy 
in time and labour, dispensing with planks 
and barrows. 

When testing the prototype “Carry- 
Boom,” concrete footings averaged one 
cubic yard per man hour, allowing time 
for the moving of equipment. In one case 
recently, under normal working conditions, 
a gang laid two rafts per day instead of 
one. 

The “Carry-Boom” is claimed to have 
the advantage of keeping a mixer of 10/7 
cu. ft. capacity working at maximum out- 
put, as the travelling skip will hold seven 
cu. ft. of concrete, so there is no time 
wasted in splitting the batch. The skip 
runs along the boom and will discharge at 
any point within a semi-circle of 38 ft. 6 in. 
radius from the mixer. 








186 


The Scottish Builder 


HOUSING ALLOCATION 
Early Submission of Tenders 


OCAL authorities in Scotland should 

make every effort to see that tenders 
for houses covered by the new allocations are 
submitted by the end of September of this 
year. This is stated in a Department of 
Health circular just issued which says that 
authorities will shortly be receiving letters 
giving particulars of the allocations for their 
Own areas. 


The circular points out that if the increase 
over the present rate of 25 to 26 thousand 
houses a year in Scotland is to be achieved 
it will be necessary for local authorities and 
all concerned with the building industry to 
ensure that there is no avoidable delay either 
in the preliminary stages of planning or in 
the actual construction of houses on the site. 
“The new allocations are being made for 
1952 now—two months earlier than the cor- 
responding allocations made last year—in 
order to give authorities as much time as pos- 
sible for the detailed forward planning re- 
quired to maintain continuity in their build- 
ing. 

“ The additional houses now being allocated 
will normally be brought under construction 
during 1951 and the early months of 1952, 
and most of them ought to be eompleted by 
the end of 1952. The Secretary of State is 
anxious therefore that local authorities’ ten- 
ders for the houses covered by the new allo- 
cation should be submitted not later than 
the end of September, 1951.” 


The circular concludes by asking housing 
authorities to tell the Department of Health 
as soon as possible:—Whether the local 
authority accept the allocation of houses now 
made to them; what proportion of non- 
traditional houses (and, if possible, what 
types) they propose to include in their 
schemes; what number of houses they are 
prepared to allocate to Private enterprise; 
whether they intend to submit by the end of 
March, 1951, any outstanding tenders for 
houses allocated in 1950; and when tenders 
for the allocations now being made will be 
submitted. 


Building Education Association Formed 


A step forward in the cause ef building 
education in Scotland took place recently 
as the outcome of a meeting of building 
teachers at the Heriot-Watt College, Edin- 
burgh. The meeting was convened by Mr. 
N. C. Sidwell, B.Sc., A.R.I.C.S, Head of 
the Building Department, Heriot - Watt 
College, and was well attended by repre- 
sentatives of technical colleges and schools 
of building 


Dr. H. B. Nisbet, Principal of the Heriot- 
Watt College, extended a welcome to the 
visitors and expressed his conviction that 
this and other meetings of building educa- 
tionists would do much to assist building 
education in Scotland. 


It has long been felt by many that there 
was need for an organisation whereby mem- 
bers of the building industry, building 
teachers and others interested, could meet 
and express their views freely with regard to 
building education, read papers, give 
lectures and visit buildings of educational 
value. The desirability of forming an asso- 
ciation of this nature was discussed at 
length, opinion was expressed that the close 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from Feb. 5, 1951. Every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur, 


Grade Classification 


A Craftsmen.... 2/11 


Labourers.... 2/5} 








Aberdeen ....5008 A Dumfriesshire ....A Inverness ........ A Perthshire ......,. A 
Ayrshire .......... A BMMMAS <6 s0scca's A Inverurie ........ A Peterhead ......., A 
nae ECE OLE Dunoon .......+.. A Kincardineshire ..A Renfrewshire ....,, A 
Berwickshire ...... A East Fife ........0. A Kinross-shire ...... A Rothesay ......., 
Bridge of Allan....A East Lothian ...... A Lanarkshire ...... A Roxburghshire A 
Broughty Ferry....A Edinburgh ........ Midlothian ...... << peer ang ooekg lel 
Clackmannanshire A Fifeshire .......... Monifieth ........ A Saeiey pena... 
Doune A Forfarshire ........ A Moray and Nairn ..A Stirlingshire |.1""* ; 
Dunblane... 1... Glasgow .... ee OWE sc ccses A Stornoway ...... “a 
Dunbartonshire....A Greenock A Peeblesshire ...... A TAVGOT ..c0 ccc oa 
oS eee A Hamilton ........A WEY pcsenaccared A Wes: Lothian ......4 











The Scottish N.J.C. award on which this is based provides for variation to current rates of Female Labour, 


Apprentices and Trainees’ wages. ; ’ 
The information given in this table is copyright. 
Painters’ rates: 2/10} Grade A; 2/94 Grade B. 


"(Grade B towns are Banff and Moray and Nairn.) 





liaison which would be created between 
teachers and members of the industry would 
be of great benefit to all concerned with 
building education, and it was decided 
unanimously to proceed. 


A draft constitution was laid down for 
the new body, which is to be known pro- 
visionally as the Scottish Association for 
Building Education. Any person interested 
is invited to get in touch with Mr. J. Camp- 
bell, D.C.M., M.M., A.R.I.B.A. (Hon, Secre- 
tary), Heriot-Watt College, Edinburgh; or 
Mr. E. Morris, A.R.T.C. (Hon. Assistant 
Secretary), The Royal Technical College, 
Glasgow. 


Architects Convention 


GLASGOW CORPORATION are to give a civic 
reception to delegates to the annual con- 
vention of the Royal Incorporation of 
Architects in Scotland, which will be held 
in the city on May 25 and 26. Arrange- 











{‘JACONITE”’ Hydraulically Pressed 


Floor and Wall Tiles 


“JACONITE” Composition Flooring 


Hydraulically Pressed 
Terrazzo Tiles 








Marble Wall Lining and 
Paving 


ASSOCIATED WITH 


Viewie a 
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ments for the convention are being made 
by the Glasgow Institute of Architects, 

It is expected that there will be an attend- 

ance at the convention of about 250, includ- 
ing the wives and friends of delegates, 
* The civic reception will take place on May 
25, and will be followed by a dinner-dance, 
On the following day visits to the Festival 
of Britain Exhibition in the Kelvin Hall and 
to the Loch Sloy power scheme are among 
the outings planned. 

Mr. A. Graham Henderson, Glasgow, 
president of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, will be the principal guest at 
the convention. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Edinburgh.—New housing scheme on the multi- 
storey principle to be carried out on a site between 
Macdeveraig-cres. and Queensferry-rd. Architects 
are Leslie Graham-Thomson, 6, Ainslie-pl., West 
End, Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh.—Plans in hand for a housing scheme . 


estimated to cost £1,643,000 at The Inch estateon the 
multi-storey block principle, Architects are Davis & 
Yates, FF.R.I.B.A., 7 St. Colins-st., West End, 
Edinburgh. . ey 

Glasgow.—Reconstructions and additions for 
James L. Morgan & Sons, Ltd., and others at the 
Queen’s Arcade, 3-39, Weymss-st., Cowcaddens. The 
architects are Charles J. MacNair, Elder & Ridley, 
FF.R.I.B.A., 529, Sauchiehall-st., Charing Cross, 
W.C.3. 


Glasgow.—New church and other buildings for the 
Trustees of the Roman Gatholic Archdiocese of 
Glasgow at Millerfield-rd.. Daharnoch, Springfield- 
rd. Architect is Mr. Thomas Cordiner, A.R.I.B.A., 
Blythswood-chbrs., West George-st., Blythswood, 
Glasgow, W.C.2. i , 

Glasgow.—New factory buildings at Bouverie-st. 
and Dumbarton-rd., Partick, for which plans are in 
the hands of Fred Parker, Ltd., Dumbarton-rd., 
Glasgow, W.C.3. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new nursery 
school in Ryeside-rd. site, for which the architect is 
Mr. John MacNab, F.R.I.B.A., 109,, Bath-st., Glasgow, 
W.C.2. bis 

Glasgow.—Alterations and additions for the 
Clydesdale and North of Scotland Bank, Ltd., at 
their head office, 30-32, St. Vincent-st. and 14, 
Bucharder-st.,C.1. The architects are John Keppie 
and Henderson and J. H. Cleavis, F. & A-R.IB.A., 
19%, West Regent-st., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, 
W.C.2. 

Greenock.—Plans to be prepared for new houses 
at Nicholson and Dalrymple-sts., Glebe, for which 
the architect is Mr. Robert Rankine, M.Inst.C.E., 
Old Harbour Trust Offices, Wallace-sq., Greenock. 

Kirkfieldbank.—_New motor showrooms, | new 
offices, etc., at The Riverside-rd., for which the 
architects are Charles Prentice & Co., Riverside-rd., 
Kirkfieldbank. 

Lanarkshire.—New primary school at Stablestone. 
for which the architect is Mr, William Watt, Albert- 
st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Stirlingshire New garage, workshops and other 
offices, eStimated to cost £17,000, to be erected o@ 
Cochrane and High-sts., Falkirk. Architects are 
Wilson and Wilson, 39, Vicar-st., Falkirk. 


Liverpool B.T.E. Federation 


Ald, Walter T. Lancashire, former Lord 
Mayor of Liverpool, and a prominent mem- 
ber of the building trade for more than 50 
years, has been elected President of the 
Liverpool Regional Federation of Building 
Trades Employers. He succeeds Mr. H. S. 
Oddie, managing director of R. Costain and 
Sons (Liverpool), Ltd. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES registered 
in England have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents: 


Erecta (Hitchin), Ltd. (489817.) Regd. Dec. 23, Midland 
Bank-chmbrs., Letchworth, Herts., bldrs., contractors, 
etc. Nom.cap.: £100. Dir. : F. Bandet, 1, Granville- 
rd., Hitchin, Herts. 

F. C. Heptinstall (Constructions), Ltd. (489819.) 
Regd. Dec. 23, 1, York-pl., Scarborough, bldg. and civil 
engng. contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dirs. : 
F. C. Heptinstall and Mrs. M. E. Heptinstall, 4, West- 
over-rd., Scarborough. 

A. L. Barnes, Ltd. (489799.) Regd. Dec. 23, 1a, Wal- 
cott-st., Hessle-rd., Hull, bldr. and joinery contractor. 
Nom. cap. : £1,000. Dir. : A. L. Barnes, 612, Hotham- 
rd., Hull. 

Albert Scott, Ltd. (489800.) Regd. Dec. 23, 34, Wake- 
field-rd., Dewsbury, Yorks, plumbers, glazing contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £25,000. Dirs.: A. Scott, 10, 
Lumley-rd., Dewsbury. 

Frank Ellson, Ltd. (489820.) Regd. Dec. 23, National- 
chmbrs., 4, Horsefair-st., Leicester, bldrs., contractors, 
etc. Nom-cap.: £3,000. Dir. : T. F. Ellson, 5, Wood- 
field-rd., Oadby, Leics. 

Michael Dix., Ltd. (489855.) Regd. Dec. 23, 22, 
Manor Park-rd., E. Finchley, N.2, lighting consultants, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: M. Dix and Mrs. 
LC. L. Dix. 

R. Merrick, Burrell and Partners, Ltd. (489864.) 
Regd. Dec. 23, Garth Owen, Arborfield-rd., Shinfield, 
Berks, civil engrs. and bldg. contractors. Nom. cap. : 
£1,500. Dirs. : R. M. Burrell and M. J. Burrell. 

Walters and Co. (Redruth), Ltd. (489883.) Regd. 
Dec. 23, Trefusis-rd., Redruth, Cornwall, bidrs. and 
contractors. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dirs.: E. Walters, 
Hyland, 11, Heanton-terr., Redruth. 

Warren (Dulwich), Ltd. (489885.) Regd. Dec. 23, 69a, 
Park Hall-rd., Dulwich, S.E.21, bldrs.,etc. Nom. cap. : 
£2,000. Dir.: J. W. Clinkskel, 23, Underhill-rd., 
$.£.22. 

R. A. Delahunt, Ltd. (489967.) Regd. Dec. 29, Thistle 
Works, Eltonhead-rd., St. Helens, bldrs.” mchts. Nom. 
cap. : £4,000. Dir. : Frances V. Delahunt, 4, Derby-rd., 
Huyton, nr. Liverpool. 

Byroms’ Building Contractors, Ltd. (489931.) Regd. 

Dec. 29, bldg. contractors; Nom. cap. : £1,000. Dir. : 
Ann M. Byrom, 111, Turreff-ave., Donnington, Salop. 
’ C.H.C. (Constructors), Ltd. (489982.) Regd. Dec. 
30, 143, New John-st., Blackheath, nr. Birmingham, 
cohstructional engrs.and contractors, etc. Nom. cap. : £300. 
Dir.: L. Cottam, 39, Queens-dr., Throne-rd., White- 
heath, Blackheath, Birmingham. 

H. Hill and Son (Worthing), Ltd. (489997.) Regd. 
Dec. 30, 125, Clifton-rd., Worthing, bldrs., etc. Nom. 


* cap.: £5,000. Dir.: R. R. G. Hill, 26, Char dean- 


THE BUILDER 


CODE OF PRACTICE 
Durability of Buildings 


HE Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued, in final 
form, Chapter IX, ‘“ Durability,” of the 
Code of Functional Requirements of Build- 
ings. This chapter was previously issued as 
a draft for comment, and has now been 
revised in the light of comments received, 
by the Council’s Technical Consultative 
Group. 


The chapter contains brief notes on the 
designed life, satisfactory life and main- 
tenance requirements of buildings or parts 
of buildings. Six appendices, giving useful 
general information, are included. 


In these appendices the particular causes 
of deterioration of buildings and installa- 
tions are analysed, and appropriate protec- 
tive and preservative treatments are recom- 
ménded. Information is given on _ the 
susceptibility of building materials 10 
deterioration, in particular of metals, timber, 
cement products, stones, clay bricks and 
tiles, bituminous materials and paints. Other 
matters dealt with in the appendices are the 
effect of design upon the durability of mate- 
rials, the classification of water supplies in 
relation to their effect upon metals, of 
ground water and soil in relation to their 
effect upon concrete, and of atmospheric 
pollution conditions. 


The chapter includes tables giving approx- 
imate rates of corrosion of steel and of zinc 
coatings on steel, recommended protective 
measures for metals, and a classification of 
sulphate soil conditions affecting concrete, 
with recommended precautionary measures. 


Copies of the chapter may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, 24-28 
Victoria-street, London, S.W.1, price 4s., 
post free, reference CP3—Chapter IX. 





rd., Worthing. 

Jonah Peters and Son, Ltd. (490002.) Regd. Dec. 30, 
Bridge-st., Stafford, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. 
Dir.: J. Peters, Greenways Pool-la., Brocton, nr. Stafford. 

Owen E. Jones and Co.; Ltd. (490012.) Regd. Dec. 
30, 8, Castle-st., Maesteg, bldr. and contractor. Nom. 
cap.: £1,500. Dir.: O. E. Jones, 8, Castle-st., Maesteg. 

T. and A. Nixon, Ltd. (490023.) Regd. Dec. 30, 
409, Stockport-rd., Timperley, Ches., elec. engrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dirs.: W. A. Swaithes and Elsie 
Swaithes, 409, Stockport rd., Timperley. 

W. A. Mawer and Co., Ltd. (490025.) Regd. Dec. 30, 
bldr. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: F. S. Gaston, 154, 


‘ Bishopston-rd,, Stockton-on-Tees. 


Wm. Helme and Son, Ltd. (490029.) Regd. Dec. 30, 
Bowgreave, Garstang, nr. Preston, bldr. and contractor. 
Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dirs.: W: Helme, Alice Helme 
and R. F, Helme, ail of Bowgreave, Garstang, nr. Preston. 

Kayes (Liverpool), Ltd. (490072.) Regd. Jan. 1, 21, 

ington, Liverpool, 3, bldrs’. mchts., etc. Nom. cap.: 

Dir.: A. Kinshuck, 59, Beauclair-dr., Liverpool. 

Warrens (Weymouth), Ltd. (490172.) Regd. Jan. 3, 
41, Hardwick-st., Weymouth, Dorset, bldrs., decorators, 
plumbers and ironmongers. Nom. cap.: £4,000. Dir.: 
T. H. Warren, 13, Grafton-av., Weymouth. 

Hutchinson (Eastburn), Ltd. (490155.) Regd. Jan. 3, 
55, Sun-st., Eastburn, Yorks, bldrs’. mchts., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £500. Dir.: E. Hutchinson, 55, Sun-st., Eastburn. 

T. Hales and Co. (Builders), Ltd. (490101.) Regd. 
Jan. 1; St. Sylvester Works, Vauxhall-st., Longton, Stoke- 
on-Trent. Nom. cap.: £2,500. Dirs.: T. Hales and 
Mrs. B. Hales, Crawley, 109, Drubbery-la., Blurton, 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

Wm. Johns (Norwood), Ltd. (490139.) Regd. Jan. 2, 
92, Idmiston-rd., W. Norwood, S.E.27, bidrs., contractors, 
rn a cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: W. J. Mitchell and 

. BF. A. Mitchell, 151, D td., Wallington, 
Surrey. St 

Roofs (Midlands), Ltd. (490168). Regd. Jan. 3, 

152, Westley-rd., Acocks Green, Birmingham, 27, roofing 

industrial painting contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£5,000. Dirs.: E. H. Baker and Nellie R. Baker, 63, 
Danford-la., Solihull. 














NOW READY— 





BUILDINGS AND PUBLIC WORKS 
11th Edition (Revised August, 1945) 
9th Impression (December, 1950), including supple- 


ment concerning Post-war Labour Costs, dated 


November, 1948. 
By B. PRICE DAVIES, F.R.I.C.S., F.R.LB.A., 
F.R.San.I., M.T.P.I., M.I.Mun.E, Four times 
zold medallist for authorship. 
{t is the Standard Work on the subject, and this 
new issue is a Modern Encyclopedia of 
Estimating, compacted within one’ volume. 
The estimating data have been brought up to date, 
and now include items of special value for Post-war 
Housing. The data are unaffected by market 
fluctuations or locality and provide information 
for ordering materials and compiling Works 
Progress Charts. 
Descriptive leaflet on application. 

Price of the 9th Impression of the r1th Edition 

— 32/6 post free. 

Other books still available by the same Author: 
SPECIFICATION FOR HOUSES 
4th Edition (1945) — 15/- post free. 
THEY MADE A PEOPLE 
(A Novel, 1947) — 12/6 post free. 

You can judge the merits of these books for yourself, 
and if not up to expectations, return in good condition 
within 7 days, and cash will be refunded without any 
deduction. 


Obtainable on these terms from: 
The Building Estimator Publications 


Western Mail & Echo Ltd., 
Cardiff, Great Britain. 
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FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments. open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages “of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 
FEBRUARY 5. 
*tGreat Yarmouth C.B.—Secondary technica! 


school, Gorleston. F. Jackson (A.), Schools Archi- 
tect, 15, Regent-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 8. 

*tSurrey C.C.—Homes for the aged to accommo- 
date 110 residents and staff at Manor-dr. North, 
Malden. County A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*t8 C.C.—New assembly hall and conversion 
works at Mitcham St. Christopher’s Special School. 
County A., County Hail, Kingston. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tSurrey C.C.—Technical and Art College at Priest 
Hill, Ewell. County A., County Hall, Kingston- 
upon-Thames. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 9. 

*+Bath City.—Alterations, etc., 7, North Parade- 
bldgs. Surveyor of Corporate Property. Dep. 

2 2s. 

*tLincoin (Parts of Holland) C.C.—Erection of 
Kitwood Sec. Mod. Sch. for Boys, Boston. County 
A., County Hall, Boston, Lines. 

FEBRUARY 10. 

*tLeeds Regional Hospital Board.—14 houses at 
Claypenny Colony, Easingwold. Architect te the 
Board, 29/31, Eastgate, Leeds, 2. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by March 5. 

FEBRUARY 12, 
Middlesbrough T.C.—66 houses in two contracts 
. & S., Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 13. 


*Louth T.C.—32 houses with paths, ete., at 
—- estate, extension No. 4. T.C. Dep 
2s. 


FEBRUARY 14. 

*Southport C.B.—New police station at Segars-la., 
Airsdale. Norman Jones, Sons & Rigby, Williams 
Deacons Bank-chbrs., Lord-st.,; Southport. Dep. £1. 

FEBRUARY 15. 


*Canterbury City.—18 old people’s homes, “The 
Holt,” London-rd. L. Hugh Wilson, City A. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


E 


FEBRUARY 16. 

*tEast Sussex C.C.—Two firemen’s cottages at 
“The Towers,” Battle. County A., County Hall. 
Lewes. 

*tFriern Barnet U.D.C.—Eight flats on site of 
“‘ Malvern Lodge,” Torrington Park. B. R. Ostler, 
C., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tFriern Barnet U.D.C.—48 flats at 246, Friern 
Barnet-la. B. R. Ostier, C., Town Hall. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

*tWolverhampton C.B.—78 dwellings at Willenhall- 
rd. North estate. Director of Housing, Town Hall. 
Dep. £5 5s 

*tWorthing T.C.—12 maisonettes and 12 single- 
bedroom flats at Waybridge estate, Section 6. B.E. 
& 8., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 17. 

Chorley B.C.—Six houses at site No. 5, six houses 
at site No. 6, five houses at site No. 7, and 4 
houses at site No. 8 (four contracts). B.E., Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

West Bromwich B.C.—46 houses and flats on Har- 
vills Hawthorn estate 1 and 2, E. & S. Dep. £2. 

FEBRUARY 19, 

Glendale R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage disposal 
works. ©. Franklin Murphy, A.M.1.C.E., Lloyd’s 
Bank-chbrs., Morpeth. Dep. £2 2s. 

Guildford Corpn.—Construction r.c. reservoir (five 
million galls.). H. €. Weller, LL.B.. Municipal 
Office, High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Leeds T.C.—Contract A., 44 houses and 12 flats 
at Ray!ands-way, Belle Isle; contract B, 84 houses 
and 8 flats at Cranmore-cres., Belle Isle; contract C, 
22 houses at Cranmore-rise, Belle Is‘e; contract D, 
3% flats at Saxton-rd., Moortown; contract E, 12 
flats at Lingfield-view, Moortown: contract F, 60 
flats at Rosgill-dr., Seacroft Brooklands. R. A. H. 
Livett, O.B.E. (A.), City A., ‘Priestley House, 
Quarry Hill Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 20. 

*Croydon C.B.—Additions, etc., old people’s home, 

“ Shirley,” Pampisford-rd. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
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FEBRUARY 23. 

*Weymouth and Meicombe Regis T.C.—Conversion 
ef old fire station into offices and conveniences at 
junction of St. Edmund-st. and Maiden-st. B.E 

., 6, Pulteney-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 24. 

*East Grinstead U.D.C.—(a) Two blocks of three 
houses and one pa:r of houses; (b) one block of 
four shops with living accommodation over and a 
block of 10 garages and approach road at Stone- 
quarry estate (stage 3). S., East Court. Dep. £3 3s. 

FEBRUARY 26. 

Skipton (Yorks) U.D.C.—20 houses on Horse-cl. 
estate. K. B. Robinson, E. & S.. Town Hall. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

*States of Guernsey.—14 houses at Rue des Grons, 
St. Martin’s. G. Heggs, States Eng., States Office 
Annexe. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Woking U.D.C.—40 houses at Maybury estate. 
E. & S., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 27. 

*ilford B,C.—Wood workshop and metal workshop 
at Newbury Park Sch., Perryman’s Farm-rd. B.E., 
Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 


FEBRUARY 28. 


*Chester R.D.C.—Eight houses at Saughall. 
T. C. R. Eaton (A.), 16, White Friars, Chester. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


West Bromwich.—Eight shops and four flats on 
Hateley Heath estate No. 1. H. Schofield, B.Sc., 


E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2. 
MARCH 5. 
*West Riding C,C.—Extensions at LEcclesfield 
Mansell-cres. Infants’ Sch. County A., ‘ Bishop- 


garth,” Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 12. 


*Bournemouth C.B,—18 houses and bungalows at 
Leybourne estate. Boro’ A. (Room 98), Town Hall. 
Dep 2 OO 


2 2s. 
MARCH 17. 
*Weston-super-Mare T.C.—60 flats at the Summer- 
lands estate. B.E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 23. 
NO DATE. 
*Hertford R.D.C.—12 houses, Bramfield. EE. A. 
Williams, clerk. Dep. £3. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
FEBRUARY 12, 

Atherton U.D.C.—S. (Materials). 

FEBRUARY 13. 

Goole B.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials). 

FEBRUARY 14. 
Cuckfield U.D.C.—S. (Materials). 

FEBRUARY 15. 
Burnley C.B.—C. (Materials). 

FEBRUARY 17. 

Cheshire C.C.—S. (Materials). 

*tCornwall C.C.—Heating and electrical works at 
new workshops, Falmouth Technical Institute. S. 
Gregson (F.), County A., County Hall, Truro. 

Horwich U.D.C.—C. (Materials), 

Isle of Ely C.C.—C. (Materials). 

King’s Lynn B.C.—B.E. (Materials). 

Solihull U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 

FEBRUARY 19. 
. Hampstead B.C.—C. (Materials). 
Norwich T.C.—E. (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 20. 
Poole B.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 21. 
Herts C.C.—C. (Materials). 
Tynemouth C.B.—S. (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 24. 

Halifax C.B.—E. (Materials). 

Horbury U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 

*Huyton-with-Roby U.D.C.—E & S. (Materia's.) 

FEBRUARY 26, 

Runcorn U.D.C.—C. (Materials). 

FEBRUARY 28, 
Jarrow B.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 
Wellingborough U.D.C.—E. & S. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE 
WATER WORKS 


FEBRUARY 21. 

‘Tutbury R.D.C.—Rolleston sewerage and sewage 
disposal scheme. Willcox, Raikes and Marshall, 
9 aa 33, Gt. Charles-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. 

5 §s. 


(Materials). 


AND 


MARCH 3. 
“Mitcham T.C.—Advance preparation works at 
Ravensbury estate (section 2), Morden-rd. B.E. & 
8., Town Hall. 


THE BUILDER 


MARCH 5. 
Cheimsford B.C.—Construction of r.c. reservoir 
(six mijlion galls.) at Galleywood Common. Rofe 
and Raffety, engineers, 3, Victoria-st., Westminster, 


$.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 

GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 
Chigwell.—_Cuurcn Hartui.—Church hall to be 
erected at L.C.C. housing estate at Chigwell 

(£8,000). Plans by L.C.C. architects. 


City.—Orrice BLock.—Joseph Vermont, F.R.I.B.A., 
and Alan W. Pipe & Sons, L.R.I.B.A., have 
designed an office block to be erected at St. Mary 
Axe. Est. cost, £130,000. 

Holborn.—F.ats.—Boro’ A. is preparing scheme 
for development of Red Lion-sq. site which will 
comprise about 64 flats. 

Muswell Hill_—ResToraATION oF CHURCH.—Mr. 
Alban D. R. Caroe, F.R.I.B.A., 3, Great College-st., 
King’s Lynn, is the architect for restoration of St. 
James’s, Muswell Hitl. The work is to commence 
after Easter. 

St. Marylebone.—PurcHase or LAnp.—B.C. seek 
loan of £20,000 to purchase freeholds at Portman 
estate for housing. 

St. Marylebone.—Dwe.iinGs.—B.C. have forwarded 
tentative housing programme for 1952-1956 to L.C.C. 
as follows: 52 dwellings at Hamilton-terr/Carlton 
Hill; 46 at 35-55, Boundary-rd.; 121 at Wellington- 
rd. north and south of Circus-rd.; 111 at Townshend 
estate (second half): 34 at Abercorn-pl. and 
Hamilton-terr. ; 67 at Church-st. extension; 8 at 1-5, 
Pembroke-terr.; 60 at Clipstone-st. and part 
frontages of Great Titchfie‘d-st. and Hanson-st. : 
40 at Church-st., Salisbury-st., Whitehaven-st. and 
Penfold-st. (50 per cent.); 32 at Walmer-st. and 
Enford-st. (excluding frontage to Seymour-pl. and 
York-st.); and 12 at Ordnance Hill, north of 
Acacia-rd. 

Stoke Newington.—F.ats.—L.C.C. have raised no 
objection to application of Mrs. Helen Lucas to 
erect block of flats and garages at corner of Eade- 
rd. and Hermitage-rd. 

Wembley.—Factory Extension.—Eric H. Firmin, 
A.R.I.B.A., 10 Manchester-sq., W.1, has prepared 
plans for an extension to the factory of Truvox 
Engineering Co., Ltd., B.E.E. Grounds. 

Wemblizy.—Scnoo. Extension.—An extension cost- 
ing £77,085 is to be made to Claremont-ave. S.M. 
School, for which the architects are Tomei & 
Maxwell, 24, Dean-st., W.1. Work to start in March. 

Wembley.—Factory AppiTions.—Riley & Glanfie’d, 
architects, 6, Raymond-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, 

have prepared plans for additions to factory of 
Sheffield Cabinet Co., Ltd., North End-rd. 

Wembley.—Factory Extension.—Norman & Butt, 
surveyors, 3a, Coronet-parade, Ealing-rd., Wembley, 
have submitted pianning application for an exten- 
sion to factory at 123, Lianover-rd. for Roberts & 
Armstrong, Ltd. 

Wood Green.—Fiats.—Boro’ E. has _ submitted 
sketch plan for 18 flats at housing site “ D,” which 
B.C. has approved. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Atherton.—U.D.C. to prepare plans for 12 houses 
and 36 flats at junction of Derby-st, and Car Bank- 
st. and Elmfield-av. Architects, J. C. Prestwich & 
Sons, Bradshawgate-chbrs., Leigh, Lancs. — 

Barnard Castle.—U.D.€. to build terrace type 
houses on Green-la.. site. Plans by Surveyor. 
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Bebington.—T.C. approved erection of 36 houses 
to complete Brackenwood estate, 76 at Bromborough 
estate and 40 at Eastham. 


Billingham-on-Tees.—U.D.C. has approved layout 
plans by Surveyor for 160 houses at Roseberry-rd, 
—Durham C.C. propose four pairs of police houses 
at junction of Belasis-la. and Bedale-av.., 

Blackburn.—T.C. propose neighbourhood Unit 
between Shadsworth-rd. and Knuzden Brook, with 
1,000 houses, two shops, two nursery schools, jon 
and sec. sch., two churches, community centre, ete, 
Plans by Boro’ E., W. Pickstone. 

Blaydon-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. to build houses on a 
100-acres site at Stella. 

Bradford.—Watch Com. propose police traffic diy, 
H.Q., at Bolling-rd., Caledonia-st., at £199,000 


Bromsgrove.—‘‘ Messenger” Co., Ltd., propose 
extensions to printing works. 
Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. approved plans for % 


Stoke Prior.—Extensions at 


houses at Shaw-la., 
Cast Iron Research 


Bordesley Hall, for British 
Association. 


Burnley.—Daniel Thwaites, Ltd., propose new 
hotel at Eastern-av. 
Burton-on-Trent.—B.C. to proceed with scheme 


for 12 shops, six dwellings and garages at Manner 
estate, and eight shops, four dwellings and garages 
at Waterside estate. 

Bury.—T.C. approved plans for:—R.C. Sec. Sch. 
at Hardmans-in-the-Fields. Architect, R. Byrom, 
Bury.—Extensions to offices at Cook-st., for Henry 
Hargreaves & Sons, Ltd—Dyeing and cleaning 
factory at Millett-st., for Allen’s Dyers (Bury), 
Ltd. Extensions at Deal-st., for Frederick Bentley 
(Bury), Ltd.—63 temporary houses at Lowercroft- 
rd., for B.C. 

Cariton.—U.D.C. to erect 28 flats at Cross-st, 

Cheshire.—E.C. approved erection of metalwork 
room and drawing office at Ludford-st. Sec, 
Crewe. 

Crewe.—T.C. seek permission to erect 76 aged 
persons’ dwellings at Middlewich-st. estate, at 
£74,376. 

Darlington.—B.D.C. to 
Plans by Surveyor. 

Droitwich.—R.D.C. propose 12 flats at Dilmore-la., 
Fernhill Heath. 

Durham.—R.D.C. is to borrow £74,850 for 64 
houses at Leamside.—Ten acres of land at rey 
cres. and Quarrington-hill are to be used by R.D.O. 
for housing.—Council has been allocated 135 houses 
for this year and these are to be erected at Sher- 
burn (75) and Framwellgate Moor (60). 

Durham.—Ed. Com. to bu‘ld a prim. sch. at 
Staindrop, near Barnard Castle. Architect, G. R. 
Clayton, Cty. A., Court-ia., Durham City. 

Felling-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. has approved plans by 
G. T. Brown & Sons, Fawcett-st., Sunderland, for 
laboratory and caretaker’s house at Wardley Col 
liery, for N.C.B.—Church Commissioners, West- 
minster, London, S.W.1, intend developing about 
seven acres at Heworth, including 70 houses and 
several shops.—U.D.C. has discussed with Wetherell 
& Lamb, architects, Picton-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
proposed erection of licensed premises at Wardley, 
for John Rowell & Son, Ltd., Gateshead. 

Fylde.—R.D.C. propose 12 houses at Medlar-with- 
Wesham, 10 at Harbour-la., Warton, eight at New- 
ton-wit-Clifton. 

Gateshead.—T.C. is recommending that children’s 
homes costing £9,000 each be erected on three 
housing estates. Home Office approval is sought. 
Chief A., H. J. Cook, Municipal-bldgs., Gateshead. 


build 20 more houses, 








FOR DAMP WALLS .. . 
@NE COAT OF 


renetrex 


WATERPROOFING LIQUID 
IS MORE EFFECTIVE THAN 
TWO COATS OF ANY 
OTHER METHOD 


Absolutely Colourless, Penetrex 
does its job thoroughly, on all 
surfaces, Outside or Inside. 

One gallon covers 30 Square Yards. 
Sold by Builders’ Merchants in all 
sizes from Quart Tins to 10-Galion 
drums. Send for prices and name 
of nearest Stockist to: — 


F.A.WINTERBURN LTD. 


(INCORPORATING LITHEX PRODUCTS) 
HOLBORN STREET, LEEDS, 6. Tel. : 25692 








GI tershire—C.C. propose erection of first 
stage of new tech. college at Stratford-rd., Stroud. 
S. E. Urwin, F.R.1.B.A., Cty. A., Shire Hall, 
Gloueester. 

Gloucestershire.—C.C. propose to erect addi- 
tional classrooms and staff accommodation at 
Almondsbury, Patchway Junior Council School, 


Gloucester-rd., Patchway, near Bristol. 

Hartlepool.—_T.C. has applied for sanction to 
borrow £17,803 for 16 houses south of Hart-rd.— 
M.H. has asked T.C. and West Hartlepool T.C. to 
modify their joint scheme for a crematorium, to 
cost £13,750, Boro’ E., R. H. Snowball. 

Headrow.—Plans by Princes Investments, Ltd., 
for block of offices and shops at island site, Head- 
row, have been approved by Town Planning and 
Improvements Com. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. is to meet representa- 
tive of the owners of the Theatre Royal to discuss 
rebuilding of the premises.—U.D.C. has approved 
layout plans by Surveyor (R. C. Bestow) for land 
at junction of Victoria-rd. East and Cambridge-av. 
—U.D.C. has applied for sanction to borrow £%, 
for Campbell-st. extension scheme. 

Heywood.—T.C. propose further 48 
Gooden Farm estate. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—U.D.C. has received M.H. 
sanction to borrow £151,970 for 96 houses on Cellar- 
hill estate and 24 houses at Fence Houses estate. 

Huddersfield.—Boro’ A. to prepare plans for 
adaptation of Bryan Lodge, Edgerton, as home 
for aged. 

Kent.—C.C. proposes to erect :—Additional oe 
shops at Folkestone Tech. College, at £60,000; a 
Horsted scheme at Medway Tech. College. 4 


houses at 
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£265,000; new balidings. first instalment, at 
Dartford Tech. College, at £230,000; new buildings, 
first instalment, at Bromley College of Art and 

. College, at £250,000; new buildings at 
Beckenham School of Art, at , 

Lancashire CF granted permission to Henry 
Wilson & Co., Ltd., for erection of foundry at 
Varird., Kirby Trading estate, Simonswood. 

Lanes.—E.C. propose Foyer om classrooms at 
plverston Dale-st. Cty. Sch.—Seek loan of £13,380 
for Darwens Chapels nursery sch.~—Included pro- 

Failsworth Holt C.P. sch, in 1951-2 et 
gramme and phase 11 of Chadderton Yew —? LA 
sch. in 1951 programme, G. Noel Hill, Cty. A 

Leamington . oe oy approved plans by “Ray- 
ner & Fedeski, 28, The Parade, for inclusion of 24 
dwellings in & terrace block at Tachbrook-rd. 

erpool.—Reg. Hospital Brd. approved submis- 

ora sketch plans to M. for extensions to 

Liverpool Radium Institute, at £185,000.—To pre- 

plans for nurses’ home at Broadgreen 

pare ital. Architect to Brd., T. Mitchell, Alder Hey 
Hospital, Liverpool, 

Manchester.—Ed. Com. propose to convert Dids- 
bury College into teachers’ training centre. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations are proposed for 
commercial and technical dept. at Central Library, 
for T.C. No contracts let.—C. A. Parsons & Co. 
Ltd, electrical contractors, have applied to T.C. 
for 7 acres north of Fossway for works exten- 
sions, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Ed. approved 


Com. has 


sketch plans for proposed weer Gogunas 
Sch. on . West-rd. Est. cost, £170 F. 
Harvey. Ed. Com. Architect, 18, Cloth Market, 
Newcastle. 


Pegswood.—Pithead baths are to be built at 
Pegswood, Northumberland. Plans are being pre- 


pared by F. G. Frizzell, 20, Gower-st., London, 
W..l. 

Prestwich.—T.C. seek joan of £110,000 for 80 
houses at Carr Clough site. 

Radcliffe—B.C. approved plans for :—Altera- 


Ltd.—Extensions te works, 
Milltown-st., for Truemeter Co, Ltd.—Alterations 
at Cross-la. Mill and use of land at Bury-rd., for 
light industry weaving, for P. Wilson & Co., Ltd. 
Ripley. —U.D.C. approved layout for 48 houses to 
complete Elms estate. Plans by S. 
Rochdale.—Harbunse Mfg. Co., Ltd., propose new 
offices at Union Mill, Hailwood-st.—B.C. approved 
plans for: —Extensions at Moss Bridge Mill, Moss 
Bridge-rd., for Moss Bridge Mill Co., Ltd. —Offices 
at Mellor-st., for Brierley and Castree.—G.P.O. pro- 
pose telephone exchange at Holland-st. 
Shefheld.—Reg. Hospital Brd. propose two 10- 
bedded units at Walton Sanatorinm. at £12,000, 
and alterations at Ohesterfield T.B. Clinic. 
Sheffield,—Corpn. Ed. Dept. to erect 2,000 houses 
a Handsworth Woodhouse (£2,700,000); Brook 
Mod. Sch., buildings (£200,000): Greenhill Sec. 
id. Sch., buildings (£200,000) ; Hurlfield Sec. Mod. 
Sch., buildings (£360,000): extra accommodation for 
College of Arts and Crafts at Brincliffe (£68,000). 
Skelton (Yorks).—Plans have been approved for 
5,000 eq. ft. extension of factory on North Skelton 
a estate, for North-Eastern Trading Estates, 


tions for Kraftcord, 


South Shields.—T.O. is being recommended ‘o 
approve the development of a site in Steward-cres. 
on Marsden-rd. housi estate. Plan includes 
a. Shops, health centre, church and workmen’s 


Southwell.—R.D.C. propose to erect 20 houses at 
eae. Lowdham, and 20 bungalows at Church- 
, Edwinstewe. 

ae covering 6,000 sq. ft. are 
proposed to bakery in Cleveland- or for _Smyth’s 
Confectioners, Ltd. Aroahitects, Matkin & Hawkins, 
Barclays Bank-chbrs. Ka Faweett-st., Sunderland. 
—. .—B.C. to erect 100 houses at Clyton 
estate. 


Tetbury.—R.D.C. to build 12 houses. 
a8, to erect 24 houses at Roberts Kield 


Walisend.—James Deuchar, Ltd., Eldon-sq., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, are seeking sanction of the magis- 
trates to erect licensed premises in Dorset-av., 
Wallsend. Architect, E, M. Lawson, Barras- bldgs.. 
Barras Bridge, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Wallsend.—T.C. propose to extend oe hall at 
£10,000. Plans by G. Teasdale, Boro’ S. 

Walsall.—T.C. propose to erect 16 maisonettes at 
junction of Green-la. and Mary-st., at £30,000 

Warrington.—B.C. approved plans for :—Synthetic 
fluid catalyst project at Factory-la., for Joseph 
Crosfield & Sons, Ltd.—Sorting warehouse at 
Fennel-st,, for J. H. Fleming & Co., 

West Lanos.—R.D.C. propose 50 sie in Old 
Roan area of Aintree, and 144 houses at Phase III 
of Maghall soe site. 

West o_o tone additional accom- 
medation at righling on hrf Sch. and Green 
Hammerton C propose central 
transport Ranke y #. a ge Wakefield, at 
£18,383—To adapt “ Banney Royd,” Huddersfield, 
for new cty. fire service H.Q., at £15 
atnitehaven. .—T.C. propose erection a ‘civic hall, 


THE EvJILDER 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+. Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance, 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

{ Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Aberdeen.—Extension to the City Gas Works for 
the Northern Group of the Gas ard at Cotton- 
st. *Woodhall-Duckman Vertical Retort and Oven 
Construction Co., Ltd., London, £432,000. 

Aberystwyth.—54 flats at  Maes-y-Bwich and 
Plasheley estates, for T.C. *Gee, Walker & Slater, 


Ltd., London. 

Abram.—20 houses Fn Bickershaw_ estate, for 
U.D.C. *A. Wigan & Son, Ltd., Rose Bridge, Ince- 
in-Makerfield, £22,135. 

Ashington.—Erection of outpatients’ dept. at 
Ashington General Hospital, for Newcastle 
aoe Board. : . Knighton, M.B.E 

A.R.I.B.A., Board’s Chief Architect: an aan 
Peel, Ltd., East Mill Works, North Shields, £12 


(subject to M.H. approval). 

Bishop Auckland.—Conversion of cottage homes 
into accommodation for medical officers, sisters 
and nurses at Bishop Auckland General Hospital, 
for Newcastle Regional ee Board. P. H. 
Knighton, M.B.E., A.R.I.B.A., Board’s _ Chief 
Architect: *T. Manners & Son, Peel- st., Bishop 
Auckland, £8,879 (subject to M.H. approval). 

Burniey.—20 houses at Foulridge, for R.D.C. *G. 
Feather, Ltd., Earby, Colne, £25,593. 

Bury.—Mess room, drying room, 
workshops and 2 garages at Fernhill, 
and F. Riley, Ltd., Bury, £5,208. 

Crayford.—22 houses at  Plantation-rd., 
U.D.C.: *Direct Labour, £27,108. 

Cumberland.—22 houses at Wetheral, for €.C. 
*John Laing & Son, Ltd., Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

Derby.—54 houses at Chellaston estate, for B.C. 
*Direct labour, £65,594 

Droitwich.—Six houses at Tibberton, for R.D.C. 
“Humphries and Bowder, Ltd., rs 736; 8 houses and 
2 bungalows at Hanbury. *H. . les. Handsworth, 
£10,640 and £1,800, 

Glasgow.—Additions and alterations at Oatlands, 
Rutherglen-rd., for the Lloyds Memorial Church. 
Holmes and Stilton, architects, 79, West Regent-st., 
Glasgow, W.C.2. *Grant and Bruce, Ltd., Glasgow. 


conveniences, 
for TC. *W. 


for 


Glasgow. Extensions and _ other works for 
ieee Join Blackwood and Tints, Lid., at Rigby- 
*James Anderson & Co., Ltd., 163, Hope-st., 


Giaheon. WC.2 
Glasgow. o~Brection of the new primary school at 
i, Balarnock. TT. O. W. Gratton and 
eae. F.R.L.B-A., architects, 113. West Regent 
Glasgow, W.C.2. Excavation, brick, building 
7 allied works, *Robert Gilchrist & Sons, 
£87,355. Joinery, carpentry and allied works, 
*James Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., Bridgeton, £19,225. 
Plaster, lathing and allied works, *G. R. Weymss, 
Ltd., £4,078. Tile, terrazzo and allied works, 
*Toffolo, Jackson & Co., Ltd., £4,180. Heating 
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allied work, *Sluts En- 


installation. engines and 
Ltd., £6,328. 


gineering Installations (Scotland), 
Steel construction and allied works, *The Lambhill 
Iron Works, Ltd., Lambhill, £8,957. Prescot floors 
— roof work, *Concrete, Ltd., Falkirk, Stirling- 

hire, £5,228. Plumber, Sanitary engineering and 
*Robert S. Renfrew and Sons, Ltd., 


£9,861. Steel windows and easements, etc., *The 
Srittall ee Co., Ltd., 996. 
Greenock.—Section “ of No. 2 housing scheme 
at the _ Larkfield. Mr. Robert ankini, 
A.M.Inst.C.E., A.M.T.P.1., areliest, Old Harbour 
Trust-bldgs., ‘Wallace-sq., Greenock. _ Excavation, 


concrete, brick, building and allied works, *James 
yA Aitkenhead., Greenock, £64,213. Carpentry, 
joinery and allied works, *Ian MacCallum, 
goilhead, £21,162. Slating, tiling, roughcasting 
and allied works, *William Wardrop, £8,753. In- 
ternal] ceilings and wall finishes and allied works, 
*Alexander McG. Murray & Son, Greenock, £7,691. 

Hackney.—24 houses at Kyverdale-rd., for B.C. 
*J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd. 

Halesowen.—Six houses at Howley Grange estate, 
for T.C. *Wm, Parkes (Builders), Ltd., Halesowen, 
£8,197. 

Haverfordwest.—58 houses and 52 flats at Mount 
Airey, Priory estate, and Jury-la.: *Gibson & King 
£141,456. 

Keighley.—_New 
estate, for E.C. 
Keighley, £52,391, 

Kilmarnock.—New Scottish Industrial Estate 
Factory on the Abbotsford-rd. area for the Glazed 
Metal Co., Ltd. Est. cost, £130,000. Vtiry are 
Wylie, Shanks and Wylie, F. & J 120, 
Blythswood-st., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, “W.C.2. 
*A. A. Stuart & Sons (Glasgow), Ltd., Parkhead, 
Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—38 houses for C.C. 
MacColl, A.R.I.B.A., County-chbrs., 
Hamilton. *Direct labour. 

Lancs.—Works for E.C. Agricultural cottages at 
Winmarleigh County Institute and Hutton. *R. 
Parker & Son, Ltd., £7,475 and £7,012; school clinic 
at Droylesden Greenside estate. *Roy & Partners. 
25, Cross-st., Manchester, £9,021. 

Additional classrooms at Penwortham jun. and 


junior school at Bracken_ Bank 
*James Wharton, Ingrow Bridge, 


Mr. Samuet 
Beck ford-st.. 


inf. county school. *John Turner & Sons, Ltd., 
Preston; erection of Leyland Earnshaw Bridge 
county jun. school. ‘*Leyland Construction Co., 


Ltd., Leyland, £53,631. 

Leyland.—60 houses and 20 flats, Broadfield estate. 
for U.D.C. F. D. Howe, M.I.Mun.E., BE. & S. 
30 houses, *A. Threlfall, Ltd., Farington Sawmills, 
Leyland, £37,067. 10 houses ‘and 10 pairs of flats, 
*Marland Bros., Ltd., Eden-st., Leyland, £24,440 
20 houses, *John Tomlinson, Ltd., Towngate, Ley- 
land, £29,816 


Leyton.—50 maisonettes and one flat in the 
Harvey-rd. development area. 
Building Estates, Ltd., Woodford i «-. £95,693 
ae nit Permanent Houses, Ltd,, N.1 84,691 
H. Swaffer, ..- 82,096 
Fase ~~ Miles "Tia. Chigwell : ..- 81,585 
William J. Jerram, Ltd., East _— .-« 79,379 
Kind & do. (Builders), Ltd., El : .-- 78,198 
J. & J. Dean, ‘ Leyton, E10 71,457 
C, & A. Catchpole, Ltd., Potters: Bar, 
Middx. a 75,648 
74,792 


S. R. Brvett. Dagenham 
— . King (Builders), Ltd, S. Wood 


By 73,7 

“pt kn Coxhead & Co. (Leytonstone), Ltd., 
E.1 73,617 
_Lowisham.—Works for B. ©. 10 houses at ‘Balder- 
"Galbraith Bros., Ltd. «.. £22,686 
A. J. Cailes & Sons, Ltd. .. 20,536 
Messy Kent (Builders), Ltd. 19,986 
eee Driver, Ltd. 19,928 
Carter (Builders), Ltd. 19,696 
“Borough reg (Direct Labour) ; 16,855 


en houses on sites of 213-225, Springbank: rd. :— 


T. W. Driver, Ltd. .. £11,323 
Halse & Sons, Ltd... ai pee ta «. 11,182 
S. Varey & €o., 7 ee aes aay «. 11,040 
S. H. Parsons . Bot Sad .-- 11,034 
} ae Carter (Builders), Ltd. 10,953 

J. ies & Sons, Ltd 10,223 
R Hubert... 9,198 

Four houses on sites of 54-60, “Wistaria-rd.:— 
T. W. Driver, Ltd. des asi . £7,509 
W. J. Mitchell & Son, Lid. «« Eee 
A. J. Cailes & Sons, Ltd. 7,490 
*Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. wwe 7,504 
W. Carter (Builders), Lid. on -- 7,360 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd., secured lowest - tender 


accepted as time for completion of works is only 
six months as against 12 for the lowest tender. 


Glondon (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 


placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., 
Admiralty :— 
Shotley : Construction of electrical sub-station, 


Hutton (Builders), LLtd., Birch, nr. Colchester, Essex 
Greenock : Repairs to railway permanent way, H. M. 
Murray & ©o., 121, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 0.2. 
Baverstock : Erection of fencing and gates, Boulton 
& Paul, Ltd., Upper King-st.. Norwich. 

{London (Air Ministry):—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended January 20t 

Building work : John Laing & Son, Lid., Londen, 

-W.7; Pochin (Contractors), Ltd., Middlewieh. 
Cheshire. Hot-water. supply services: Z. D, Berry & 
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Wm. Freer, Ltd., London, 
W.C.1. Painting work: M. A. Appleton (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., Wolverhampton; D. Humberstone_& Oo., 
Louth, Lincs. Resurfacing work: General 
, Lid., London, S,W.1; Chittenden & 





gone. Ltd., London, S.W.1; 






Asphalte Co 
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This must be of interest 
to you 
THE 


FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS 


Has Branches at 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Tynemouth 
Durham 
Morpeth 





You should be a member of 
this organisation which 
offers unrivalled and expert 
services, together with an 
advantageous Insurance 
Scheme. 


suBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 per ANNUM 
All Allied Trades welcomed 


‘Phone or write to: 
The Area Organiser, 
123/25, CLAYTON STREET, 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 
Tel.: 20353 


Over 10,000 members nationally 


THE BUILDER 





Simmons (Contracting), Ltd., London, 8.W.1; Roads 
Reconstruction (1934), Ltd., Frome, Somerset; Wirks- 
worth Quarries, Lid., London, iN.1. Maintenance 
work : G. W. Oliver & Sons, Lid., Basingstoke. 

GLondon (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended January _ 

Huntingdonshire: Head Post Office, Huntingdon, 
Alterations and additions, H. F. Bull & Sons, High- 
st., Sandy, Beds. Wiltshire: Thorney Pit Hostel, 
Corsham, Internal decorations, A. Bagnall & Sons, 
Ltd., 146, West-st.. Bristol. 

London, N.1.—War damage repairs to factory on 
site at junction of East- rd, and SiJbury-st., N.1 
Herbert L. Smith, L.R.I.B.A., architect, 18a, St. 
James’s-pl., St. James’s, S.W.1. *Geo. ‘Parker & 
Sons, Ltd., 124, Sumner-rd., S.E.15. 

GLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by War Dept. during week ended January 20:— 

Dumbartonshire : Miscellaneous, Leslie Kirk (1945), 


Ltd., Glasgow. Denbighshire : Miscellaneous, G. F. 
Sumner & Son, Ltd... Wrexham. Lanes: Miscel- 
laneous, Thompson & Morris, Lancaster. Pembroke- 
shire: Electrical work, Electrical Equipment Co. 
(Leicester), Ltd., Leicester. Merionethshire: Build. 
ing work, R. A. Buckle, Ltd., Prestatyn. Notts: 
Electrical’ work, N. G. Bailey & Co., Ltd., Leeds, 


(erection), Rogers Bros., Ltd, 
Building work, Roger Miller 
London: Building work, 
Roger Miller & Co., Ltd., Hounslow. Kent: Build- 
ing work, Thomas Bros., Building & Construction 
Co., Ltd.. Gillingham. Beds: Miscelhaneous, Samuel 
Foster, Ltd., Kempston, Beds. Dorset: Miscel- 
laneous, Geo. Shears & Sons, Ltd., Bournemouth, 
Wilts : Building, H. J. Walker & Sons, Ltd., Bristol. 

Morpeth.—Telephone exchange at Morpeth: 
*Ralph Bowey, Back Raby-st., Byker, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Improvements to g@ynzco- 
logical block at Newcastle General Hospital, for 
Newcastle Regional! Hospital Board: *W. W. Kel- 
sey, Back Hanover-sq., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Northumberland.—Erection of county modern 
school at Wooler, for @.C.: *E. Jeffcock (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
£70,140. 

Ripley.—18 houses at Elms estate, for W.D.C. 
*Ripleys (Builders), Ltd., Ripley, £25,858. 

(Rosyth.—_New public school, at an est. 
£114,000, for which the architect is Mr. R. S8. 
Lawrie, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., County-bldgs., St. 
Catherine’s-st., Cupar, Fife. 


Suffolk : Hutting 
Felixstowe. Surrey : 


& Co., iLtd.. Hounslow. 


cost of 
R. 8 
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Rugby.—Erection of 10 houses at Ayto 
R.D.C.: *A. W. Deeley, Ltd., £13,677. 
at Dunchurch; *F. Back & Sons, £7,366 


St. Helens.—84 houses, East Lanes- vy 
Carr Mill, for C.B. M. Ward, Boro’ E. 
by Gornall & Wainwright, St. Helens: 
ridge & Co., Ltd., Wargrave-rd., Earlestown. 


St. Marylebone.—54 flats at Abbey-rd., betwoa 
Boundary-rd, and —— rd., for Bo. 
*MacManus & Co., Ltd., £89,18 


Stoke Newington.—B.C. to erect 2 flats at 41.4 
Palatine-rd.; 6 flats at 44-48, Palatine-rd.; 6 flatg 
at 49-51, Bethune- rd.: 12 flats at 86-92, "Princess 
May-rd.; 6 flats at 93-99, a rd.  *Soar § 
Co., Ltd., 79a, Jamaica- ‘rd., S.E.16, £38,080. 4 
flats at 12, Clissold-cres. *Direct “lg £6,100, 


Stratford-on-Avon.—27 houses at Redlands estate, 
for T.C. *Douglas Ritchie, Ltd., Welford-on-Avog, 
£35,750. 

Sturminster.—Erection of six pairs of houses, 
four garages and new roadworks at Sackmore-la,, 
Lone for R.D.C. Quantities by John §. Nevill, 

S 


ton, for 
Six houses 


estate 
Q UaNtities 
*Harry Hor. 


tE. W. Wilkins (Marnhull), Ltd., Mam: 
hull, Dorset. 
Tutbury.—Ten houses at Sudbury-rd., Yorall. 
*Carney Bros., Ltd., 648. 
Warrington.—Police houses, for B.C,: at 
Hodgkinson-ave., *Clough & Gaskell, Ltd., Wig. 
£4,763; 4 at Boyle- ave. “WW. L. Challinor, Warring. 
ton, £4,792; 6 at Loushers-la., *E. Lunt & Son, 


Ltd., £7,618; 4 firemen’s houses at Fairbrother- 
cres., W. A. Howard, Ltd., £4,914; 6 houses with 
lock-up shops at Dallam Farm estate, *Clough & 
Gaskell, Ltd., Wigan, £14,104 


West ty Evan omg ‘and alterations at 
Wells House, Ilkley, for C.C *W. Nicholson 


Son (Leeds), Ltd., Prospect. Sawmills, Hunslet, 
Leeds, £46,500. 
Whitehaven.—82 Easiform and _ 38 traditional 


houses, for T.C. *John Laing & Son, Dalston-rd,, 


Carlisle. 

Woolwich.—Erection of shops and flats on the 
Coldharbour estate at Mottingham and New 
Eltham, for B.C.: *Halse & Sons, Ltd., £100,600. 


Social Centres for Wigan 


Wigan is planning to build social centres 
for old people in each ward in the town. 
Two hostels are already being planned, one 
to cost £26,000 and the other £18,000. The 
buildings wili be provided with large kit- 
chens, libraries and reading rooms. 
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